Local coumcil name:

Attachment 3.2

Stainton and Thornton Parish Council

Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of public rights

Accounts for the year ended 31* March 2018

The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, and
The Accounts and Auwdit (England} Regulations 2015 (31 234)

Date of announcement. 20 Jure 2018 e

Each yvear the CouncifsMeating's /b) Annual Returm i audited by an audtor
appointed by Public Sector Audit Appaintmeants Limied. Any person
interested has the right to inspect and make copes of the accounts 1o be
audited and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers and receipts relating
to tham. For the year ended 31 March 2018 these documents will be
avaitable on reasonable nolice on application to:

J.Holmes, Clerk to the Council
13 Strait Lane, Stainton.
____TsegaBB

ret

25 June 2018

COMMEenGing on (o)

3 August 2018

and ending on =)

Local Government Electors and their representatives alsa hawve;
» (he opportunity lo question the auditar abaut the accounts; and

=  [he gt o make obpachons fo the accounts or any gem in them. Witten
notice of an obpection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent
to the CouncilMesting (f.

The auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this
purpose during the inspection period at 2 above,

The audit is being conducted under the provisions of the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015
and the National Audit Office’ Code of Audit Practice. Your audit is being
carried out by:

Mazars LLP, Aykley Heads, Durham, DHT 5TS

This announcement is made by (gh) J.Holmes, Clerk to the Council
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Attachment 3.3

Councils’ Accounts: A Summary of Public Rights
The basic position
By law any interesied person has the nght to inspect 8 council'simesting's accounts.  If you are entitled and

registered to vote in bocal councl elections then you (or your representatve) have additional nghts fo ask the
appoaded awditor questions about the council's accounds or object to an ibem of accoamt contained withen therm
The right to inspect the accounts

Vihen your council has finalised its aceounts bor he previous inancial yeas it rmust adwenise that ey are available
tar peaple ko irgpect Having ghaen the council reasonatle nofice of yoor inbenbions, you thin hane 30 warking daws
to book through the eccounting statements in the Annusl Return and sny supportimg documents. By amangement,
you will be able to inspect and make copies of the accounts @ e relewant documents Yoo may have to pay a
copying charge:

The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounts

You can onby ask the appointed aedStor questions about the accounts. The audiber does nod hawve 1o angwer
questions about the council's polices, finances, procedures or anything sse not related fo the accounts. Your
questions mgst be abodt the accouents for e krancial year ust ended, The auditon does not hawe b say whethes
they think something the council has done, or an item in its accounts, is lawiul or reesonable.

The right to object to the accounts

FF wan think that the: councd has spent money that it should not hawe, or that someons has caused a less o the
council defiberately or by behaving iresponsibly, you can request the auditor to apply to the courts for a declarabon
that an ilem of 2ccount & contrany B law, You do this by sending @ formal “nofce of odyechion” to the audior at the
addrass bediw, The notice must be inwriting and copied fo the cowncil. it wou must fell the audibor why you
are objecting and what you want the awdior fo G0 about it The auditor must reach a decisaon on your obyecton. if
you are net hispgy wilh thad decision, you can appeal fo the courls

You mary also object if you thank that there is somsthing in the accounts that the auditor should discuss with the
council or fell the public about in a ‘pubiic ntersst repoit’. You must follow the same procedurs as cullined i the
prewous paragraph. The auditor must then decide whether o take any action. The auditor does not have o, bul
i alhy will, cyive ressones for his/her decsion and you cannot appeal to the courts. More mformation is svailable on
the Mational Audst Office website (see contact defails balow).

You may not use thes “nght fo abject’ 1o make a personal complant or claim againet your counal. You should take
such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Cenire o your solicitor. Yiou may also be able o
approach the Standards Commities of your local pancpal authonty if you believe that a member of the councl has
broken the Code of Conduct for Membens

Whal else you can do

Instead of objecting, you can give the sudior information that is relevant to hisfher responsibilities. For example,
yeru an Smiply el Bhe auditor i you think that something is wrong with the: accounds or gboad wasle and insthcency
in the way the councd runs it sendces. You showd make it clear that you are providing information rather than
making a formal oojection. You do not have to follow any 2et time linite or procedures. The auditor does not have
fer give v @ detaiked report of any subsequent inestigation, but will useadly tell vou the oulcome,

A final word

Councils, and 50 local taapayers, must rmeet B costs of déaling with questions and styechons, In deciding whether
tor Bk your objection foreard, one of a sanes of factors the auditor must take o accoamt is the cost that will be
irvolved. The auditor will only continue with the objection of it 15 in the publsc mierest o do so. I you appeal to the
Courts, you meghl haee fo pay for the action yourssis

Wha should you contact?
For more datailed guidance on electors’ fghts and the special | If you wish 1o contsct your Council's
powers of Guditors, copies of the publicabon Cowneil appoinied sxtermal auditor plesse wribs b
Accourts — 3 guide fo your rights are aailable by calling
the National Audil Office on 020 7798 7000 or agwnloading Cameron Waddall, Mazars LLP, Aykiey
fraom the website I‘Lf.‘i DA A0 org Lkt Heads Durkam, DHA 5T
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