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Voting by Post 

Your questions answered 

How to apply 

All you have to do is fill in an application form. 

Just give us your details and tell us how long you
 
want your postal vote to last.
 

You can arrange a postal vote for:
 

● A single election,

● A set period (for example, for a year or two if
you are a student or regularly work away from
home),

or 

● Permanently (a ballot paper will automatically be
sent to you whenever there is an election until
you tell us otherwise).

Q. Can you send my ballot paper overseas?
A. We can, but we cannot guarantee you will have

enough time to receive it and post it back to us.
We recommend you appoint a ‘proxy’ in the UK to
vote for you. Please contact Electoral Services for
more advice.

Q. What happens if I don’t get, or lose, my postal
vote?

A. If your ballot paper has not arrived by four days
before election day, or you lose or spoil it, please
contact Electoral Services. You must do this before
5.00pm on election day. We can arrange a
replacement, but will need photographic proof of
identity (i.e. Passport; Driving Licence; Bus Pass).

Q. Do I have to pay the postage for my postal vote?

Q. When do I need to apply?
A. You can apply now, you don’t have to wait until

an election takes place. However, the last time to
apply is 5.00pm, on the 11th working day before
election day.

Q. What happens when you get my application?
A. We check you are on the electoral register and that

your form is filled in correctly. Your name is added
to the postal voters list, and we write to tell you
this. If there is a problem we will get in touch with
you.

Q. When will you send me my ballot paper?
A. We will send out ballot papers as soon as the

candidates are nominated and ballot papers have
been printed. Usually, the first batch will be sent
about 11/2 to 2 weeks before election day.

A. No, there is a prepaid envelope if you are posting
back in the UK. If you are posting from overseas
you have to use your own stamps.

Q. When does my postal vote have to reach you?
A. Before polling stations close on election day (at

10.00pm). Postal votes that reach us after this time
are not counted, even if they are postmarked before
election day. If you think you don’t have time to
post back to us, your postal vote can be handed in
at the Electoral Services office or any polling station
in your electoral area.

Q. Can I apply for a proxy vote?
A. Yes, but please contact Electoral Services for the

proper form. However, you will need to give us a
reason, and you may need a supporter such as your
doctor or employer.

Helpline: 
01642 729771 

If you find it difficult to read 
this form we can send you a 
large print version. Please ring 
the helpline. 

How to get in touch 
with us 

Write to or visit: Electoral Services, Town 
Hall, Middlesbrough, TS1 2QQ 

Email: elections@middlesbrough.gov.uk 

Website: www.middlesbrough.gov.uk 




