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1

Introduction

1.1

LUC was commissioned by Middlesbrough Council to carry out an assessment of the landscape
and historic environment value of certain areas of the Borough, to inform development planning
and management decisions. The study aims to provide a holistic evaluation of broad areas within
the Borough, as well as a site-specific review of land to the south of Newham Hall.

1.2

The provision of open space within the boundary of Middlesbrough Council is limited to a southern
fringe of agricultural land, and a series of green wedges, parks and open spaces within the urban
area. The Council wishes to derive the maximum benefit from these open spaces, and the
present study aims to identify where such open space should be afforded protection as a priority,
and also where there may be opportunities for the enhancement of the urban landscape through
sensitively sited development.

Background
National planning context
1.3

The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) states that the planning system should
“contribute to and enhance the natural and local environment by”, among other things,
“protecting and enhancing valued landscapes”. NPPF also states that local authorities should
“recognise that heritage assets are an irreplaceable resource and conserve them in a manner
appropriate to their significance.”

1.4

Both of these aims form part of the overall purpose of the planning system, which is “to
contribute to the achievement of sustainable development.” By commissioning this holistic look at
the values placed on areas of the Borough, the Council is ensuring that sustainable principles will
be built in to decisions concerning these areas. Where these values are understood, the best use
can be made of land to ensure maintenance and enhancement of important landscape and historic
environment features, while permitting necessary development.
Local planning context

1.5

The current local development plan in Middlesbrough is the Housing Local Plan, adopted in
November 2014.1 It identifies large areas of greenfield land for residential and mixed-use
development around the southern flank of the built up area. Following on from the Housing Local
Plan, a full review of local planning is now underway, and the Council has commissioned this
study to inform approaches to the protection of important landscapes, as well as to inform
potential allocations for development.

1.6

As part of the preparation of the Housing Local Plan, the land to the south of Newham Hall was
initially allocated as a proposed extension to Middlesbrough Golf Club to the north-east. Such an
extension could enhance the potential of the golf course and provide an additional attractor for
the area. At the examination of the plan, the Inspector recommended removal of this allocation,
pending further investigation of the potential for impacts on the historic environment and
landscape.

1.7

The present study therefore aims to satisfy the requirement for a better understanding of the
landscape and heritage value, not only of the land south of Newham Hall, but of other areas
within the Borough where development may be possible.

1

The Local Plan Review Issues Paper was published for consultation as this study was being finalised.
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Study area
1.8

The study area comprises the agricultural fringe to the south of the Borough, as well as a number
of open areas and green spaces within the urban area. The study area was defined by the Council
and is shown in Figure 1.

1.9

At the project outset it was agreed that the four main housing allocations would also be subject to
a review of their landscape and heritage value. These parcels of land are discussed in
Appendix 1, and are also identified in Figure 1.

Objectives and scope
1.10

The objectives of the study, as set out in the brief for the commission, are as follows:


to gain an understanding of the landscape value of open land within the Borough;



to gain an understanding of the historical value of this land;



to identify:


1.11

areas for protection; and
areas with opportunities for development, including mitigation strategies; and

to advise on a policy framework for protection or enhancement of key areas.

An additional task was to undertake a more detailed review of the land south of Newham Hall.
The findings of this piece of work are reported separately.

Report structure
1.12

Section 2 of this report presents the methodology that was developed and agreed with
Middlesbrough Council for the purpose of the study. The study baseline is set out in Section 3,
including the definition of land parcels for individual assessment. Section 4 includes the
evaluation of each parcel and draws conclusions on the constraints and opportunities within them.
The findings of the study, in terms of areas for protection and areas of opportunity, are
summarised in Section 5. Appendix 1 presents the evaluation of each of the four housing land
allocations, and Appendix 2 includes the completed survey sheets for all parcels.

Middlesbrough Local Plan Review:
Landscape and Heritage Assessment

3

December 2016

2

Methodology

Introduction
2.1

The study requires a holistic assessment of the different values placed on landscapes within
Middlesbrough. The study brief specifically requires consideration of landscape and historic
environment values, but in discussion with the Council it was also decided to incorporate
consideration of the functional value of the areas, described as Green Infrastructure value,
whether existing or potential. It was agreed that overall value would be assessed under four key
themes:


Landscape – being the value attached to features and characteristics;



Visual amenity – the value attached to views and scenery;



Historic environment – the value attached to its component assets: archaeological remains;
historic structures; and historic landscape features; and



Green infrastructure (GI) - the value placed on the functions and networks provided by green
space.

2.2

These four themes of value are linked but separate, and a robust evaluation must clearly
distinguish what type of value is represented in each area. As such, the study includes separate
evaluations of these four parallel themes.

2.3

These are then considered together, leading naturally to the recommendations for each area,
identifying opportunities both for development, and for enhancement of landscape, historic
environment and GI. Where opportunity for development is identified, consideration is also given
to the mitigation required for successful integration.
Diagram 2.1 Overview of the process

Baseline

Evaluation

Landscape

Historic environment

Visual amenity

Green Infrastructure

Overall evaluation

Recommendations

Opportunities for
enhancement
and protection

Opportunities for
development
and mitigation
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Baseline evaluation
2.4

2.5

At the project outset, a range of background material was assembled. Information on landscape,
heritage and green infrastructure was reviewed alongside relevant GIS datasets. Key sources of
information consulted include:


Local plan information, primarily the Housing Local Plan 2013, including land allocations,
national and local designations, and open space policies;



Landscape character assessments at national and local scales;



Information from Historic England on nationally designated historic environment assets;



North Yorkshire, York and Lower Tees Valley Historic Landscape Characterisation;



Middlesbrough Historic Environment Record;



Middlesbrough Open Space Needs Assessment (2012);



Ordnance Survey maps at 1:50,000 and 1:25,000 scales; and



Aerial photography and historic Ordnance Survey mapping available online.

In addition, consultation was undertaken with Council planning officers, to identify key
sensitivities in the vicinity.
Evaluation parcels

2.6

The study area identified in Figure 1 covers a range of undeveloped areas within the Borough.
The first task was to identify discrete parcels within this study area, which will be used to
assemble and evaluate information on each location.

2.7

Parcels were defined as recognisable units, such as a park or a watercourse, or a group of fields
with similar characteristics. Parcel boundaries were designed to reflect both landscape character
and historic character. Parcels were bounded by recognisable features including:

2.8



Natural features; for example, watercourses or woodlands; or



Man-made features; for example, roads, railway lines, or field boundaries.

The parcel boundaries were defined using GIS maps (based on Ordnance Survey mapping) and
aerial images. The parcels were marked up in GIS and agreed with the Steering Group. A total of
33 assessment parcels were identified, and these are shown in more detail in Figure 2a-2h. The
parcels are numbered generally from north to south. Also shown are the four main housing
allocations.
Survey sheets

2.9

The detailed baseline of parcels was recorded by completion of survey sheets. Each survey sheet
records the various aspects which make up each parcel, by appraisal of the four value themes:
landscape; visual; historic environment; and green infrastructure. Completed survey sheets are
provided in Appendix 2.

2.10

Completion of the survey sheets was undertaken initially as desk study, supplemented by field
work to visit each parcel. The desk-based landscape, visual and GI evaluations were verified in
the field and additional factors recorded, for example perceptual aspects of character, and
identification of key views. Historic environment evaluations were primarily desk based, though
the field work team provided relevant observations where applicable.

2.11

Each of the four themes considers a different aspect of the parcel, though these are often interlinked. The following sections describe the approach to evaluation under each theme, including
the aspects that were considered in undertaking the process.
Landscape and visual

2.12

Good practice for landscape and visual evaluation is included in the following documents:
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Countryside Agency and Scottish Natural Heritage (2004) Topic Paper 6: Techniques and
criteria for judging landscape sensitivity and capacity.



Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (2013)
Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment. 3rd Edition. Routledge.

2.13

Landscape and visual amenity are separate but linked considerations. Landscape is the features
and characteristics that make a particular place unique, and is considered to have value
regardless of whether it is viewed by people. Visual amenity is the availability and composition of
views that are experienced by people as they move around the urban landscape.

2.14

The European Landscape Convention recognises that all landscapes are of value. In approaching
judgements of landscape value, the Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
(GLVIA3) recommends consideration of the range of factors listed below:

2.15

2.16



Landscape quality or condition;



Scenic quality;



Rarity;



Representativeness;



Conservation interests;



Recreation value;



Perceptual aspects; and



Associations.

In determining the potential for a site to accommodate development, an understanding of
landscape sensitivity is required. Landscape sensitivity combines elements of landscape value,
alongside the underlying susceptibility of the site to a particular development type. Typical
criteria used in identifying landscape sensitivity are listed below:


Topography;



Scale (landform and component features);



Pattern and complexity;



Perceptual qualities;



Skyline character and visual prominence; and



Visual sensitivities and intervisibility.

Some of these factors are more relevant than others in determining the appropriateness of
development within different areas of Middlesbrough. In line with common practice, separate
landscape and visual evaluations have been undertaken for this assessment, and aspects
considered are described in Table 2.1 and Table 2.2.
Table 2.1 Baseline aspects considered in the landscape evaluation
Aspect

Description

Elements and features

The various component parts which make up the landscape
including visible features on the ground, and underlying or
unseen influences which shape these features
(geomorphology).

(land cover and physical
influences)
Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent

Middlesbrough Local Plan Review:
Landscape and Heritage Assessment

A measure of the state of the landscape, whether it is managed
and maintained, or has become degraded, whether it
represents a fine example of particular features or requires
restoration or repair.
A measure of the size, form and relative scale of the landscape,
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Aspect

Description

(size, scale, form)

whether it is extensive, small, linear or open, flat, sloping, or
irregular etc.

Complexity

The landscape of the parcel may appear similar throughout, or
could be more varied. There may be a specific sequence or
pattern of spaces, a distinctive or unusual vernacular, or it may
be typical for its location.

(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

The perceptual aspects of landscape include the relative sense
of tranquillity (absence of noise or modern development), as
well as aesthetic responses to places, and the associations that
contribute to a sense of place.
The presence of sites or features that are designated or
otherwise recognised for their importance to landscape or
biodiversity, such as local nature reserves or tree protection
orders.
The parcel may be closely connected within neighbouring
parcels, or appear in isolation. The context may be a key factor
influencing the character of the parcel. Often the context will
determine whether there is a sense of openness or enclosure.

Table 2.2 Baseline aspects considered in the visual amenity evaluation
Aspect

Description

Inward views

Views of the parcel from outside it may be experienced by a
variety of different people (receptors), including residents, road
users, or people engaged in sport or recreation, and from a
variety of different locations, near or far. Views could be
experienced from single locations or experienced sequentially,
as a receptors travel along routes. There may be specific
features of the parcel which are particularly noticeable in inward
views.

(skylines, landmarks, focal
points, static or sequential)

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points, static or sequential)
Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)
Indicators of value
(importance of views)

Middlesbrough Local Plan Review:
Landscape and Heritage Assessment

The parcel may contain views to specific features in the wider
landscape, which could be experienced from single points or
from paths or routes. These may be highly valued.
Views might be screened or filtered by vegetation or built form,
or could be framed by specific features. Screens and buffers
may be liable to change, e.g. vegetation may be a less effective
screen during winter.
A record of what visually marks the boundaries of the parcel
(this may not be the same as the physical boundary).
The presence of any OS mapped viewpoints, compass roses or
interpretive boards. Locations of seating may also be an
indicator of valued views.
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Historic environment
2.17

The susceptibility of the historic environment to development is, for the purposes of planning,
strongly aligned to the concept of the conservation of the significance, hereafter „heritage
significance‟ to avoid confusion with other terminology, of heritage assets as defined in the
National Planning Policy Framework and more fully explored in guidance from Historic England
and its predecessor organisation English Heritage2.

2.18

Heritage assets may be affected by direct physical change, change to their setting which affects
their heritage significance and also indirect effects (such as dewatering of archaeological deposits
by changes in hydrology stemming from development elsewhere). The susceptibility of assets to
change depends on the nature of their heritage significance and their interaction with the
characteristics of the proposed change.

2.19

Drawing on the baseline data collected, the presence of recorded heritage assets within each
parcel will be identified, and an outline assessment of their heritage significance will be
undertaken based on available information. Table 2.3 sets out the evaluation criteria that will be
applied.
Table 2.3 Baseline aspects considered in the historic environment evaluation
Aspect

Description

Assets present, their likely
heritage values and
significance

Heritage assets (designated and non-designated within the land
parcel)
Likely or known heritage values associated with places/assets
Likely significance of assets (designated assets will be assumed
to be of high value and at least of regional significance)

Extant historic character

The extent to which the existing character of the land parcel
can be understood; the sense of time-depth within the land
parcel (e.g. superimposition of evidence of different periods of
activity)

Wider context

Role of the parcel within the wider historic landscape

Setting

Role of the parcel in contributing to the setting of assets either
within the parcel itself, or those outside with recognisable
relationships to the parcel (e.g. where a land parcel forms the
visual backdrop to an asset in an adjacent parcel)

Condition, extent and
resilience

(Supplemental to general information on condition)


Condition of assets and historic landscapes;



Extent of historic character within parcel;



Likely resilience of assets and historic character to existing
land use / likely change

2

Including the English Heritage Conservation Principles, Policies and Guidance for the sustainable management of the historic
environment produced in 2008 which remains valid and the Historic England‟s Good Practice Advice Notes in Planning 1-4 (all published
in 2015)
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Diagram 2.1 Broad process for understanding the sensitivity of the historic
environment
2.20

Diagram 2.1 above outlines the broad process involved in understanding the sensitivity of the
historic environment of each land parcel. This enables a clear separation between the heritage
significance of assets and historic landscapes from their susceptibility to change. While it is often
assumed that more significant assets (e.g. designated features) are inherently more susceptible
to change, this is not always the case. The determining factor is whether the values which
comprise their heritage (including any aspect deriving from their settings) are likely to be affected
by the proposed change. In common with the landscape assessment, this will be based on
professional judgement rather than potentially mechanistic impact matrices.
Green infrastructure

2.21

Green infrastructure (GI) is defined in NPPF as “a network of multi-functional green space, urban
and rural, which is capable of delivering a wide range of environmental and quality of life benefits
for local communities.”

2.22

The Landscape Institute‟s Position Statement on the topic breaks GI down into three interrelated
aspects:

2.23



assets, which may include country parks, lakes, woodlands, green roofs or street trees;



functions, which are the roles that assets play for, e.g. recreation or biodiversity; and



connectivity, which can link assets and enable them to fulfil multiple functions.

For the purposes of this assessment, the evaluation of GI value focuses on the existing and
potential active functions of open spaces and their connectivity with adjacent residential areas.
The study area includes a number of functional open spaces, including playing fields and golf
courses, as well as access routes linking through urban areas and beyond. The GI evaluation
therefore concentrates on the relationship to settlement, functionality, and access, as set out in
Table 2.4.

Middlesbrough Local Plan Review:
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Table 2.4 Baseline aspects considered in the Green Infrastructure evaluation
Aspect

Description

Access and connectivity

A record of how people travel though the parcel and wider
area - any well-used paths, Public Rights of Way, national
trails or established walking routes, roads and rail.

(routes, corridors, links)
Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)
Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)
Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel might have one of many uses, and may or may
not be accessible to the public. There might be agricultural
or recreational uses. This aspect also records the intensity
of use.
How the parcel relates to the wider Green Infrastructure
network, with reference to the Tees Valley Green
Infrastructure Strategy.
A record of how the parcel functions in the context of the
wider town and region, whether it serves a single owner,
the local community, the wider town or region.

Evaluation process
2.24

The four value themes were examined separately as noted above, in order to draw out key issues
and values. Since the variety of the spaces considered is so great, a scoring or grading system
was not used. Attempts to compare urban open spaces with rural areas would not yield helpful
results. Instead, specific features and aspects of value or significance are highlighted. Given the
small scale of the parcels, this reporting of more specific findings was considered to be more
helpful than a broad-brush rating of relative value.

2.25

To achieve a holistic view of the values placed on each parcel, it was necessary to draw together
the findings of the four separate evaluations. Again, the direct combination of judgements
through scoring or matrices was avoided as being too simplistic. Such an approach could lead to
particular values being masked or averaged out against other topics.

2.26

The concluding paragraph for each parcel therefore summarises the main valued aspects or
features of the area, and identifies what opportunities exist either for development or for
landscape enhancement. In all cases, the maintenance or improvement of the landscape
character, visual amenity, historic environment and green infrastructure of the parcel is the key
driver in identifying opportunities, in order to maximise their multifunctional value.

2.27

In carrying out the evaluations for each separate parcel, a number of key themes emerged, and
these are drawn together in the final chapter of this report.

Middlesbrough Local Plan Review:
Landscape and Heritage Assessment
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3

Baseline

Introduction
3.1

The evaluation parcels are shown in Figure 2, and cover a range of open spaces within and to the
south of the built up area of Middlesbrough. The following sections present a summary of the
baseline environment within the study area as a whole, in relation to the evaluation topics.

Landscape and visual
3.2

Middlesbrough is located on the alluvial plain south of the River Tees. This plain slopes generally
up towards low hills in the south-east, which rise to a high point of just over 100m at Quarry Hill,
south of Nunthorpe. The area is crossed by several small becks that flow north through shallow
channels to the Tees. Much of the underlying landform is masked by urban development, with
only the southern fringe of the Borough remaining in agricultural use. Middlesbrough itself
developed as a riverside industrial town in the 19th century, and expanded through the 20th
century to absorb former villages such as Hemlington and Marton. Former areas of parkland, the
beck valleys, and recreational open spaces are interspersed within the urban area, and together
with the remaining rural areas form the Study Area for this report.
Landscape character

3.3

3

The landscape character of the Middlesbrough area is described at a high level in the Tees
Lowlands National Character Profile,3 one of a series covering the whole of England. The key
characteristics of the Tees Lowlands are listed below. The characteristics most relevant to the
present study area are highlighted in bold.


A broad, low-lying and open plain of predominantly arable agricultural land, with low
woodland cover and large fields, defined by wide views to distant hills.



A large area of urban and industrial development around the Tees Estuary, much of
which is on reclaimed land, contrasts with the quieter rural areas to the south and
west.



Major industrial installations around Teesmouth form a dramatic skyline, but are juxtaposed
with expansive mudflats, sand dunes and salt marshes which are nationally and
internationally designated for their assemblage of waterfowl.



Slow-moving rivers Tees and Leven meander through the landscape with steep, well-wooded
banks.



A distinctive area of low-lying farmland with remnants of former wetland habitat in the flood
plain of the River Skerne to the north-west.



Permo-Triassic red mudstones and sandstones are masked by glacial drift and alluvial material
but can be seen outcropping at the coast in places.



Principal transport corridors, power lines and energy infrastructure are conspicuous
elements in the landscape. Industrial development fringing the tidal reaches of the
River Tees contrasts with the surrounding rural landscape.



Brownfield sites where semi-natural vegetation has started to regenerate on
previously developed land.

Natural England (2013) National Character Area Profile 23 Tees Lowlands. NE439.
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3.4

Green corridors such as minor valleys and former railway lines provide links
between urban areas and the surrounding countryside.

Of the three „statements of environmental opportunity‟ given for this area, the most relevant is:
“SEO 3: Ensure that there is a well-connected network of high-quality green infrastructure
throughout the Tees Lowlands which will enable people to understand and enjoy the natural
environment, as well as providing a range of other benefits including biodiversity enhancement,
food provision and flood risk mitigation.”

3.5

3.6

The non-urban area of Middlesbrough is included in the North Yorkshire and York Landscape
Characterisation Project,4 as part of the Vale Farmland with Dispersed Settlement landscape
character type which covers the farmland south of the Tees from Darlington to Guisborough. The
key characteristics of this area are given as:


Generally low lying, gently rolling landscape which contains several small river corridors;



Distant sense of enclosure in views east and west provided by the backdrop of the North York
Moors and Yorkshire Dales;



A medium to large-scale agricultural landscape which is delineated by a network of mature
hedgerows, often containing hedgerow trees;



Dispersed settlement pattern of farmsteads, small hamlets and villages;



Extensive use of local clays for brick making and pantiles for roofing;



The A1 (M) transport corridor runs north south across the landscape and exerts a human
influence.

At a local level, no detailed landscape character assessment has been carried out within
Middlesbrough. The landscape character assessments for the neighbouring local authorities of
Stockton-On-Tees, Hambleton and Redcar and Cleveland have been referred to when assessing
areas close to the boundary.
Landscape designations

3.7

There is one Special Landscape Area in Middlesbrough, which is shown on the Housing Local Plan
Proposals Map. This designation originated in the Cleveland Structure Plan, which identified an
area of higher landscape value in south-east Middlesbrough, extending into Hambleton and
Redcar and Cleveland. The equivalent designations have not been continued in these
neighbouring local authorities, and it is understood that the Middlesbrough SLA is likely to be
reviewed in future. Nevertheless, its existence indicates that a degree of value is placed on the
landscape and visual amenity of this part of the Borough.

3.8

Beyond the Borough, the relevant nationally designated landscape is the North York Moors
National Park, which lies around 1km to the south-east at its closest point. The National Park
takes in the steep sided hills that rise to the south and east of Middlesbrough, including the iconic
Roseberry Topping, and from which views are available across the built up area of Teesside.
Views and viewpoints

3.9

4

The key landmark in Middlesbrough is the Transporter Bridge on the River Tees, and while this is
located well to the north of the study area it remains a feature in many open views. Other
landmark features along and to the north of the Tees are seen in similar views, including cooling
towers and wind turbines in the distance. Northward views tend to be more open from the
elevated southern areas of the Borough. Looking east, the Eston Hills are frequently seen from
urban open spaces. From the more open south of the Borough, Roseberry Topping becomes
prominent with the wider ridge of the Cleveland Hills to the south.

Chris Blandford Associates (2011) North Yorkshire and York Landscape Characterisation Project. North Yorkshire County Council.
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Historic environment
3.10

Historic England is responsible for designating heritage assets that are of national importance.
These include listed buildings, scheduled monuments, and registered parks and gardens. The
Borough includes three scheduled monuments and one registered park and garden (Albert Park).
There are over 120 listed buildings in the Borough, of which one, Acklam Hall, is listed at Grade I,
the others being Grade II* or Grade II.5

3.11

In addition, Middlesbrough Council maintains a „local list‟, identifying further buildings, structures,
parks, gardens and open spaces of local architectural and/or historic interest. Local listing does
not offer additional protection, but is a material consideration in planning decisions. 6

3.12

There are a large number of undesignated heritage assets. These may or may not be included in
the historic environment record (HER), an inventory of features that covers both extant and lost
assets. It should be noted that an undesignated asset, if it demonstrably meets the relevant
criteria for designation, would be afforded the same level of protection according to the NPPF.

3.13

Many areas of the Borough have no records of archaeology. This is not necessarily because none
is there, but may largely be due to the nature of land cover preventing discovery of archaeology,
which matches with the description of the wider environs from the archaeological research
framework for the area. As such, the fact that nothing is recorded in this evaluation or elsewhere
should not be taken to mean that there will be no archaeology present and that they won‟t need
to address archaeological potential ass an issue in planning.

3.14

The Council has also identified eight conservation areas within the Borough. These are areas of
special architectural or historic interest, and the Council has a requirement to preserve or
enhance their character. Each area has a character appraisal that provides a description and
evaluation of its key features and aspects.7

3.15

The Borough falls within the North Yorkshire, York and Lower Tees Valley Historic Landscape
Characterisation. This identifies land parcels based on their present land use, and the period
when this land use began. It provides details on the origins of fieldscapes, and is useful in
identifying areas of historic field pattern or former parkland, for example.8

Green infrastructure
3.16

The Tees Valley Green Infrastructure Strategy was published in 2008 and sets out a regional
vision for multifunctional open spaces that will enhance the quality of the area.9 The document
identifies strategic green infrastructure (GI), including the River Tees, Sustrans routes, and major
parks such as Albert Park. It sets out priorities for preserving and extending the existing GI to
form a multifunctional network. Within Middlesbrough, the potential of the beck valleys to serve
as the backbone of this network is recognised, with opportunities for better east-west links
highlighted. Further connections to Ormesby Hall, Stainsby Beck and the National Park are also
considered desirable.

3.17

In 2012 Middlesbrough Council undertook an Open Space Needs Assessment (OSNA) to examine
the quantity and quality of open space in the Borough.10 It assessed over 16 sites, including the
majority of the study area, and assigned quality and value scores. These scores have been
referred to indirectly when drawing conclusions for the present study, taking note of changes
since 2012.

5
6
7
8
9

See the National Heritage List for England [https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/]
Middlesbrough Council (2011) Middlesbrough Local List.
Available at [https://www.middlesbrough.gov.uk/planning-and-housing/planning/conservation/conservation-areas]
North Yorkshire County Council (2010) The North Yorkshire & Lower Tees Valley Historic Landscape Characterisation.
Tees Valley Joint Strategy Unit (2008) Tees Valley Green Infrastructure Strategy.

10

Middlesbrough Council (2012) Middlesbrough Open Spaces Needs Assessment.
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4

Evaluation

Introduction
4.1

This section presents a summary assessment for each of the 33 parcels identified in Figure 1,
and which are illustrated in more detail in Figures 2a-2h. These summaries are drawn from the
more detailed survey sheets that have been completed for each parcel using desk-based and
field-based assessments. The complete survey sheets are contained in Appendix 2.

Parcel 1 Albert Park
Location and extents
4.2

Albert Park is a Victorian public park to the south of Middlesbrough town centre, bounded by Park
Road North and Park Road South. The adjacent Clairville Common lies to the east, across Park
Vale Road. The parcel includes both these areas and covers 32 ha.

The lake within Albert Park

Clairville Common

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.3

This is a well maintained and attractive open space, with a range of mature trees and ornamental
planting. It contains formal and informal elements set within a semi-regular layout typical of
Victorian urban parks. It is a peaceful but busy and well used park, with a strong sense of place
and key relationships with the institutional buildings nearby. There are several key vistas and
focal points within the park.
Historic environment

4.4

Albert Park is a municipal park of late 19th century date and is a Grade II Registered Park and
Garden in a conservation area. As such it is an important heritage asset. The park also contains
three listed buildings, all Grade II, and the unlisted East Lodge (included on the Middlesbrough
Local List). The park appears to retain much of its original layout and planting scheme, and has a
coherent historic character. The park sits within housing development of a broadly contemporary
date and was designed to serve its residents. As such, it has an important functional relationship
with it. It lies in close proximity to other designated heritage assets, all Grade II listed buildings,
and is likely to form part of their setting.
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Green infrastructure
4.5

This is a key node within the green infrastructure of Middlesbrough, and forms a central highquality open space that is accessible from surrounding urban areas. Many recreational activities
are served in the park, which also plays a role in providing wildlife habitat in the built up area.
There are fewer direct links to other green spaces, other than the adjacent Clairville Common,
though there are several routes through the urban area to key sites.
Constraints and opportunities

4.6

Albert Park and its surroundings have high heritage significance as a Grade II Registered Park and
Garden in a conservation area. It is also a highly valued open space. Clairville Common is less
well used and does not form part of the designed landscape of the park. However, recent
improvements and planting have created a positive open space that contributes to the setting of
the park and to the new housing development to the east. There is no scope for development
within this parcel. Opportunities related to this parcel include green infrastructure enhancements,
which could include additional or improved green links into the wider GI network, for example
along Marton West Beck, westward to Linthorpe Cemetery (see parcel 2), or east to the green
corridor along the railway. Opportunities may exist to enhance the biodiversity value of Albert
Park and Clairville Common.

Parcel 2 Linthorpe Cemetery
Location and extents
4.7

Linthorpe Cemetery was established in the 19th century and continues to function as a cemetery.
It is located to the south-west of the town centre, and the 21 ha site is bounded by Acklam Road,
Ayresome Green Lane and Burlam Road.

Former chapel in the wooded southern area

The more open northern area

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.8

The cemetery forms a significant area of wooded landscape in the heart of the built up area. The
southern part of the site, being older, has more mature trees and a less manicured appearance.
The northern area becomes more open, with more recent tree planting. The styles of tombstones
change across the site according to the period they were installed, and have a key influence on
the character of different areas of the cemetery. The formal layout results in key vistas along the
main avenues, though in the south views are more restricted by the dense vegetation. The
northern area is more visually open with fewer trees.
Historic environment

4.9

Linthorpe Cemetery is of 19th-century date, and retains much of its original layout, boundary
fencing and historic grave monuments. It also incorporates a 17th-century Quaker Burial Ground,
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though none of the original tombstones remain in place. The cemetery is included on the
Middlesbrough Local List and is a heritage asset of some significance.
Green infrastructure
4.10

The cemetery has access points on all sides, and a dense network of paths allowing for varied
circular and through routes. A marked Heritage and Health Trail directs walkers to points of
interest, and the area is much used for running and dog walking. It is also an important site for
biodiversity as an area of mature trees. The cemetery is a „stepping stone‟ within the wider GI
network, though direct connections for wildlife and people are more limited.
Constraints and opportunities

4.11

The cemetery site is protected locally as a Local Nature Reserve, and its upkeep is supported by a
local community group. It is also a functioning cemetery with some heritage significance, and
there are no opportunities for development within this site. Opportunities related to this parcel
include further enhancements to its biodiversity value. This could include additional tree planting
in the more open northern sections, and succession planting in the south to ensure replacement
of mature trees over time. While already locally recognised for its biodiversity value, there may
be scope to explore protection of locally significant designed landscapes, of which this could be an
example. There may be opportunities to develop enhanced green links to nearby open spaces
including Albert Park (parcel 1) and the green corridor along the A19 (parcel 19).

Parcel 3 Acklam Recreation Ground
Location and extents
4.12

This parcel forms an L-shaped area of open space immediately north of Acklam Hall. The 18 ha
parcel is bounded to the west by St Mary‟s Walk, and straddles Tollesby Road in the east.

Rugby ground in the east of the parcel

The overgrown fish pond

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.13

The parcel forms a series of open amenity spaces with sports pitches. There are few features of
landscape and visual interest. Overgrown hedges and occasional trees fringe the area, as well as
a tree belt over the former fish pond (see below) and security fencing. Features such as paths
and pavilions are functional in character, and there are some signs of antisocial use. There is a
limited sense of place and connections with the adjacent residential areas are limited as housing
backs onto the open spaces. To the south there is a visual link to Acklam Hall, though proposed
housing development may reduce this connection.
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Historic environment
4.14

This area incorporates a former fish pond associated with Acklam Hall to the south. As a
scheduled monument this is a heritage asset of the highest significance. Although now dry, it is
reasonably well preserved, and is associated with other buried manorial features to the south.
The setting is therefore of some importance to its significance.
Green infrastructure

4.15

The main function of this area is for sports pitches with changing pavilions, and as such the area
has moderate GI value. There is a good north-south link through this area, with a potential
onward link past Acklam Hall to the Avenue (see parcel 5a), though at present the access link at
the west end of Parkfield Avenue is poor. The east-west connections are weaker, partly because
the rugby ground east of Tollesby Road is fenced and inaccessible. The overgrown woodland
along the former fish pond is of some biodiversity interest, and the parcel forms part of a green
corridor extending south to Acklam Hall and Acklam Cemetery.
Constraints and opportunities

4.16

This is a functional open space, rather than an attractive one. The main opportunities in this area
relate to improvements to the quality and condition of the open space, and the enhancement of
access. The link south towards Acklam Hall, at the end of Parkfield Avenue, would particularly
benefit from an upgrade. There may be opportunities to enhance the condition of the fish pond
and introduce interpretation that links this feature with the Hall and its designed landscape
features to the south.

Parcel 4
4.17

This parcel includes the grounds of Outwood Academy and the adjacent public park, located south
of Hall Drive and west of Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Course. It lies adjacent to Teesside
Crematorium and Acklam Cemetery (see parcel 5a) and extends to 41 ha.

View towards Outwood Academy

Eastward view to Eston Hills

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.18

A broad, open area gently sloping down towards the beck which joins the Marton West Beck.
Most of this area comprises monotonous amenity grassland with some sports pitches and the
fenced school grounds. The area to the south comprises regenerating woodland and there are
areas of deliberately unmown grassland, but the majority of the area is relatively bland. The
recently built school is well maintained, and the rest of the space is in relatively good condition
though open with few trees. The regenerating woodland is hidden behind overgrown remnant
hedges. There are long views to south and east from this area, which offer some sense of place.
To the west the Acklam avenue of trees is a key visual feature.
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Historic environment
4.19

There are no recorded heritage assets in this parcel, though this does not mean that no buried
archaeology is present.
Green infrastructure

4.20

The school building and grounds are functional spaces, as are the adjacent pitches. The open
space is used for more informal recreation, with an important north-south link along the main
cycleway through the area. This continues north towards the town centre and south across
Ladgate Lane towards Maltby. This parcel also includes east-west access links from the cycle path
to the avenue and Acklam Road, though eastward of the path access is impeded by the golf
course. The biodiversity function of this open space is high in the regenerating woodland but
poorer elsewhere.
Constraints and opportunities

4.21

There are opportunities to enhance this key location on the wider GI network. Forming part of the
central „green heart‟ within the built-up area, this parcel has important connections in all
directions. The regenerating woodland in the south of the parcel has the potential to become a
significant area of woodland in the urban context, with benefits for landscape character and
biodiversity. The area has good access links, though the open space has limited sense of place
and its character could be enhanced through planting or other improvements. The northern parts
of the parcel are actively used sports pitches and school grounds and there is no opportunity for
development.

Parcel 5a Acklam Cemetery and Avenue
Location and extents
4.22

Parcel 5a comprises Teesside Crematorium, Acklam Cemetery and the avenue of trees linked with
Acklam Hall to the north. Although functionally separate, the cemetery/crematorium and the
avenue together represent an area of formally laid out grounds covering 23.5 ha.

Path along south side of the cemetery

The avenue looking north towards Acklam Hall

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.23

This area represents well-maintained grounds laid out for amenity value and function. The
cemetery and crematorium are both in use and the fenced sites are in good condition. The
avenue is a linear feature which is also well maintained but potentially vulnerable to tree ageing
and loss over time. Formal gateways add to the sense of place, with the avenue in particular
being a highly distinctive feature that channels views towards the hall to the north. The cemetery
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and crematorium grounds are more inward looking due to mature trees around and within the
site.
Historic environment
4.24

The avenue of trees is part of the Acklam Hall conservation area. The avenue was originally laid
out in the 18th century, to create an ornamental approach to Acklam Hall. Although some trees
have been replaced it retains its form. It allows long views of the Grade I listed Acklam Hall and
may therefore be regarded as part of the setting of the listed building.
Green infrastructure

4.25

The avenue provides a key north-south link between open space around Acklam Hall and further
north, and the open space to the east (parcel 4). There are links to Acklam Road along the north
and south sides of the cemetery grounds, leading to the main Sustrans cycleway to the east.
However, the cemetery and crematorium sites are self-contained and only accessed from Acklam
Road. The many mature trees in this area provide a biodiversity reservoir and green links within
the city.
Constraints and opportunities

4.26

There are no opportunities for development in this parcel, which comprises an active
crematorium/cemetery complex, and a historic avenue that is part of a conservation area and
contributes to the setting of a Grade I listed building. There are few opportunities for further
enhancement of access, which is already good. Ongoing management of woodland should be
ensured to maintain the avenue and the wooded character of the crematorium and cemetery.

Parcel 5b Nature‟s World
Location and extents
4.27

Parcel 5b comprises the site of Nature‟s World, a visitor attraction that closed in 2013. The site is
not open to the public and there was no access to this 10.5 ha parcel except via the cycle path
along its eastern edge.
Evaluation
Landscape and visual

4.28

The Nature‟s World site is contained by mature trees with no clear views into the site. The site
appears largely vacant at present, with the elements of the former visitor attraction appearing to
be overgrown. As such it provides a self-contained site with little connection to the neighbouring
streets. The site has little landscape and visual value in its current state.
Historic environment

4.29

Recorded heritage assets comprise Bulmer Close Farm, of 18th-century date. It is not clear if any
buildings of this date remain on the farmstead, which is at the north-west corner of the parcel.
The associated fieldscapes have been lost entirely due to development of the surrounding land, so
setting is unlikely to play a role in the significance of this asset.
Green infrastructure

4.30

Cycle Route 65 crosses the eastern edge of this parcel providing a key north-south link between
the town centre to the north, and Ladgate Lane and Marton to the south. This major route is well
used, but there is currently no access into the Nature‟s World site. It is assumed that the site has
high biodiversity value as a former nature-based attraction, and is well located adjacent to a
branch of the Marton West Beck and regenerating woodland to the north.
Constraints and opportunities

4.31

There are currently no designations affecting this area. Some form of reuse of this currently
largely vacant site is desirable and represents an opportunity for positive change. The cycle route
along the eastern edge is a key route and forms an access which could be developed into or
through this parcel. New buildings within the area would be visually screened by the surrounding
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trees. The biodiversity value of the site, including ponds and mature trees, should be preserved as
far as possible in any redevelopment of this site.

Parcel 6 Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Course
Location and extents
4.32

This parcel occupies a broad triangle of land, mostly between the branches of Marton West Beck,
and bounded to the south by Ladgate Lane. It is entirely occupied by the golf course, and
extends to 56 ha.

East edge of the golf course seen from Marton
West Beck

Glimpse of the golf course from Ladgate Lane

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.33

The golf course landscape comprises manicured grassland and tree plantings of mixed species.
Running through this area are the two branches of Marton West Beck, with more natural
vegetation that frames the golf course. The beck valleys are distinctive features of
Middlesbrough, though the golf course landscape is less so. Where open views are available from
more elevated locations, the distinctive landmarks of the Tees can be seen to the north.
Generally the area is self-contained with few inward views.
Historic environment

4.34

The only recorded heritage asset is Netherby Farm, of 19th-century date. The farmstead includes
some 19th-century buildings, which have all been redeveloped for residential use. The associated
fieldscapes have been lost entirely due to housing and golf course development, so setting is
unlikely to play a role in the significance of this asset.
Green infrastructure

4.35

This parcel is a functional golf course and also provides biodiversity value particularly along the
beck valleys. It forms a central section of the „green heart‟ within the built up area of
Middlesbrough with green links to other open spaces and to the wider landscape. Access for
people is more limited due to the activity of the golf course, and there is no movement across the
site for walkers or cyclists.
Constraints and opportunities

4.36

This parcel is an actively used golf course and serves as a recreational space as well as a key
green link for wildlife. While there is no other access to this area for people, this would conflict
with the golf course, and there are better opportunities to enhance public access around the
edges of this site. The less accessible nature of the eastern beck valley maintains its more
undisturbed nature. There are no opportunities for development in this parcel. Future planting
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plans should ensure that appropriate species are used, taking cues from the adjacent beck
woodlands.

Parcel 7 Marton West Beck North
Location and extents
4.37

This parcel forms a long, narrow finger of open space following the beck from Marton Burn Road
in the north, upstream to Cranswick Drive. This southern point marks the convergence of the two
branches of the beck that frame the golf course. The corridor is 1.4 km long but generally less
than 100m across, and covers 11 ha.

Southern part of the corridor: more wooded with Northern part of the area: more urban and
occasional security fencing
connected with future development sites
Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.38

The landscape of this section presents a transition from a semi-natural wooded beck corridor in
the south, towards an increasingly urban setting. In the south the beck meanders through
clumps of woodland with grassland, some of which is mown. Further north the landscape
becomes more maintained, with the beck flowing through an open channel framed by amenity
grass and occasional trees. North of Keith Road the channel itself becomes man-made, with
recent landscaping and tree planting alongside. There are few views from within this narrow
contained corridor, though there are occasional linear glimpses along the more open sections.
The woodland and continuous ribbon of green space presents a valued resource in the built up
area.
Historic environment

4.39

The 18th-century „Devil‟s Bridge‟ is included on the Middlesbrough Local List. It crosses the beck
at the south end of this parcel, on the site of a historic route between Acklam and Marton.
Green infrastructure

4.40

The Marton West Beck provides a key GI link within the urban context. This parcel provides a
green link from the inner urban area to the „green heart‟ centred on the golf course. The
Sustrans cycle route follows the beck, offering a well-used connection to parks and open spaces to
the south, and the city centre to the north. The corridor is mostly well integrated into
neighbouring housing areas, though security fencing forms a barrier in the south. The beck
woodland also has biodiversity value and provides links for wildlife.
Constraints and opportunities

4.41

There are no development opportunities within this narrow corridor. The biodiversity value of the
parcel could be further enhanced through additional native planting in places, for example south
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of Keith Road. The redevelopment of the area east of The Vale and north of Marton Burn Road
offers the opportunity to integrate the beckside open space into a new housing area. The eastwest connections to the south of the corridor, currently enclosed by security fencing, could also be
opened out to make them more inviting and user-friendly.

Parcel 8a
Location and extents
4.42

This parcel lies between the golf course (parcel) 6 in the west and Saltersgill Avenue in the east.
It extends from Prince Bishop School in the north to Ladgate Lane, and comprises school grounds,
allotments and playing fields. The area of this parcel is 53 ha.

Marton West Beck footpath

Long views north over former playing fields

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.43

This parcel comprises a series of enclosed school grounds and a block of allotment gardens,
together with a series of underused playing fields. The school grounds are all functional spaces,
fenced and maintained. The allotment gardens are also fenced with hedges and trees that
prevent views. The playing fields in the south are more open and bounded by overgrown hedges.
Goalposts have been removed from this area, and the fields appear underused. At the southern
edge, these fields enable long views north across Teesside. Also included in this parcel is the
incised valley of the Marton West Beck, forming a narrow wooded corridor of largely natural
character. The beck valley is very enclosed, in contrast to the open views from the fields.
Historic environment

4.44

There are no recorded heritage assets in this parcel. The remnant field boundaries in the south
provide a limited sense of time depth in the landscape.
Green infrastructure

4.45

Marton West Beck forms a key part of the access network in Middlesbrough, and is a link in wider
GI networks. However, the path along this section, immediately east of the golf course, is often
in poor condition and accessible only to able walkers. The southern egress onto Ladgate Lane is
also poor and unsigned, with no road crossing provided. The east-west links across this parcel
are also in poor condition, with paths overgrown or hemmed in between security fencing. The
importance of the beck as a wildlife corridor is also important, though the biodiversity value of the
rest of this area is more limited.
Constraints and opportunities

4.46

The fields to the south of this parcel are underused, though development in this area may not be
the most appropriate response, given the location at the centre of the „green heart‟ area. The
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largely pedestrian Saltersgill Avenue provides a quiet route, though the links west to the beck
require enhancement. Promotion of more accessible circular routes taking in part of the beck
footpath could allow access improvements without impacting on wildlife habitats. More positive
use would discourage the potential for antisocial use of such spaces.

Parcel 8b
Location and extents
4.47

This parcel comprises an area of playing fields and allotments, located east of Saltersgill Avenue.
The allotments divide the remaining open space into two main areas. The parcel covers 38 ha,
and extends east to Marton Road.

Very large open space east of Saltersgill Avenue Remnant field boundaries in the east
Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.48

West of the allotments is a large area of open amenity grassland used for playing fields, and
fringed by some smaller trees along Saltersgill Avenue. This extensive open space enables views
north and east to the Eston Hills, and is broken only by fencing around the rugby pitches to the
south. The block of allotments is surrounded with vegetated security fencing presenting an
impenetrable barrier. The open space to the east is subdivided by remnant field boundary hedges
into a series of smaller spaces, centred on the social club building. The condition of the landscape
elements within this area is deteriorating in places, and its character is indistinct.
Historic environment

4.49

There are no recorded heritage assets in this parcel. The remnant field boundaries in the northeast part of the parcel provide a limited sense of time depth, but are in poor condition.
Green infrastructure

4.50

The parcel forms a large part of the „green heart‟ that lies within the Middlesbrough built up area.
It is directly linked to the adjacent parcels 8a and the Marton West Beck corridor, and provides an
important east-west link from the beck valley to Marton Road. A signed cycleway follows this
route, giving access to the hospital and railway station, with connections for walkers and cyclists
to parcel 9 and the Berwick Hills corridor. There is limited biodiversity value in this parcel, mainly
represented in the allotments. However it is a functional space with apparently well used sports
pitches and functional allotments.
Constraints and opportunities

4.51

No opportunities for development were identified within this parcel. The east-west cycleway
across the parcel could be enhanced and made more readily accessible. The eastern area, with its
remnant field boundaries, could be more imaginatively used and better maintained in terms of the
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hedges and paths. Further tree planting could enhance the landscape of the open western area
by breaking up this extensive space and reinforcing local character.

Parcel 9 Middlesbrough Sports Village
Location and extents
4.52

Parcel 9 includes Middlesbrough Sports Village on Marton Road, and extends eastward to the
railway line. It includes a large new car park south of the hospital, the cycle tracks, playing fields
and a large open space that leads south to Ladgate Lane. The parcel includes a recently built
access road and sports facilities, and covers an area of 38 ha.

Existing cycle path/footpath link

Underused open space in the south

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.53

This flat area has a complex mix of functions. Its character varies greatly across a small area,
from semi-natural woodland in the east, open amenity grass in the south, and formal sports
facilities in the west near Marton Road. The recently built access road leads to a large fenced car
park, which adjoins vacant land that is allocated for housing. Much of the landscaping is new and
in good condition, though the woodland is potentially vulnerable to antisocial use. The amenity
grass to the south has little character, though there is a stronger sense of place across the rest of
the area.
Historic environment

4.54

The only recorded heritage asset is the site of a medieval farmstead at Prissick House, just
outside this parcel to the south. There is no indication that any features within the parcel
contribute toward the heritage significance of this asset.
Green infrastructure

4.55

Middlesbrough Sports Village is an important centre for recreation in the Borough, and provides a
range of dedicated facilities. Access to the Sports Village is from Marton Road and Ladgate Lane,
and the new access road includes a pedestrian link to the hospital railway station. A new bridge
has been installed over the drainage swale to the south of the access road, but there is no onward
link to Ladgate Lane and Stewart Park. The grass space to the south of the parcel appears
underused. Woodland on the site is a major biodiversity reservoir in the urban area, and is linked
across the railway to the Berwick Hills green corridor.
Constraints and opportunities

4.56

Development of the housing site to the west will offer the opportunity to further enhance this
area, adding to its character and providing an attractive setting to new housing. While the cycle
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tracks are potentially a barrier, there are opportunities for linking the new housing into a more
positive north-south link through this parcel, leading on to Stewart Park to the south.

Parcel 10 Stewart Park
Location and extents
4.57

This parcel lies south of Ladgate Lane and east of the A172 Marton Road. It comprises Stewart
Park, the former parkland of Marton Hall (now demolished), which has been a public park since
1928. The Park includes the Captain Cook Birthplace Museum and the Henry Bolckow Centre, and
covers 46 ha.

Mature trees and animal enclosures

Open lawns and play areas

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.58

The park is well maintained and in good condition. It contains a variety of landscape elements
and features reflecting its former parkland use and current role, including ornamental planting,
historic buildings, play areas and animal enclosures. It has a strong sense of place and is an
uncommon type of open space within Middlesbrough. Mature trees give a sense of permanence to
the landscape, and the density of trees provide variety in the type of space provided. It is a
visually contained area, enclosed by mature trees. Several focal points are located within the
park, and the terraces offer views across the park, and glimpses beyond the boundaries.
Historic environment

4.59

Stewart Park is a municipal park that preserves the layout of a 19th-century designed landscape
associated with Marton Hall (demolished). The park incorporates four listed buildings associated
with the Hall, all at Grade II, and the park as a whole is included on the Middlesbrough Local List.
Other features of the designed landscape include the pond, woodlands, and the layout of some of
the paths. Housing to the south and east, along The Grove, has been built within the grounds of
Marton Hall, and this is now part of the Marton Village conservation area, which is characterised
by housing of mixed dates with the historic core of the village of Marton immediately adjacent to
the southwest tip of the parcel. Housing on The Grove comprises early-mid 20th century homes
on long plots with mature trees, resulting in a „distinctive Arcadian character‟, as noted in the
conservation area appraisal. The area has time depth resulting from the features that are
preserved from the Hall and its designed landscape, including historic buildings, walks, woodland
planting and ornamental ponds. There are also strong associations with figures notable in the
development of Middlesbrough, such as Henry Bolckow and Captain James Cook.
Green infrastructure

4.60

The park is a key open space in the Borough, providing a resource for formal and informal
recreation. The site also hosts outdoor events such as the Cleveland Show. It is a popular park
and is generally busy. Inset within the settlement, the park is readily accessible from Marton
Road and Ladgate Lane, and has links to The Grove on other sides. There is an indirect link via
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The Grove to Ormesby Hall Park, in the east. To the north across Ladgate Lane is open space
around Middlesbrough Sports Village (parcel 9), though again links are indirect. Westwards along
Ladgate Lane, there is green space flanking the road but no direct link to the broad open spaces
around Marton West Beck.
Constraints and opportunities
4.61

There is no scope for development within this parcel, which is a highly valued historic park. The
open space use of this area should be retained and the parkland landscape maintained.
Succession planting may need to be considered, and long-term uses for some of the former estate
buildings may enhance the appearance of sections of the park.

Parcel 11 Ormesby Road
Location and extents
4.62

This parcel includes open space to either side of Ormesby Road. To the east are the school
grounds associated with Unity City Academy, between Premier Road and Southlands Leisure
Centre, and adjoining the Middle Beck (parcel 12). Opposite the Academy, a large playing field
lies between Ormesby Road and Penrith Road. This parcel covers 24 ha with the majority of this
on the east of Ormesby Road.

Expansive playing fields west of Ormesby Road

Eston Hills seen across the Academy site

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.63

To the east of Ormesby Road are school grounds, well maintained and enclosed by security
fencing. This area includes sports pitches, parking and school buildings and does not have a
strong sense of place, other than the distinctive Academy building, a local landmark. In the
north-west corner, fronting Ormesby Road, is a small fenced parcel of overgrown vacant land. To
the west, the playing fields are open and featureless, with only occasional trees along the
hedgerow boundaries. There are views across the playing fields, but no focal points. There are
few distinct outward views beyond the immediately adjacent buildings.
Historic environment

4.64

There are no recorded heritage assets in this parcel, though this does not mean that no buried
archaeology is present.
Green infrastructure

4.65

This is a functional open space including school grounds and sports pitches. The school is not
generally accessible. The sports pitches provide for formal recreation and informal exercise.
There is a footpath and cycleway across the north edge of the parcel that connects to the Middle
Beck corridor to the east. Other wider connections are weaker, with no connection north to
Pallister Park, for example, although roads in the area have wide paths and verges. The
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biodiversity value of the parcel is limited, as it comprises mainly mown grass and hedges with few
trees.
Constraints and opportunities
4.66

This is a largely functional area which does not offer multifunctional benefits. The parcel lacks
biodiversity and would benefit from positive management to encourage greater variety of
landcover, including trees and grassland. There are opportunities to further enhance the eastwest cycleway along the north edge of the parcel. The area of vacant land to the north of the
Academy site would benefit from a sustainable long term use, potentially as a small development
site. Boundary trees in this area should be retained if possible or replaced.

Parcel 12 Middle Beck corridor
Location and extents
4.67

This parcel forms a narrow, linear corridor along the Middle Beck, running from Bournemouth
Avenue in the south downstream to Charlbury Road in the north. The parcel includes the
allotments to the east that front onto Cargo Fleet Lane. The parcel extends for around 1.5 km in
overall length, and covers 18 ha.

Continuous cycleway and footpath through the
corridor

Amenity space around the beck is integrated with
housing

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.68

The spine of the Middle Beck corridor is formed of amenity grass and occasional groups of trees
flanking the narrow beck, which meanders through a semi-natural course. This area is narrow but
continuous, and forms a substantial area of open space within the built up area. The small scale
space has limited tranquillity or sense of place but is well used. The adjacent school grounds and
allotments within this parcel are functional fenced-off spaces. Enclosure is provided by adjacent
housing which faces on to most of the area. Sequential views are short and contained, though
opening up in the centre of the area, where there are outward views across playing fields.
Historic environment

4.69

There are no recorded heritage assets in this parcel.
Green infrastructure

4.70

The Middle Beck provides a key green corridor running north-south through the built-up area.
The corridor is highly permeable with the adjacent housing, with fingers of green space extending
into nearby estates. The continuous footpath and cycleway is well used, with informal recreation
taking place on areas of amenity grassland. Onward links are available via cycle paths heading
north, and paths to Pallister Park. To the south links are less clear as the beck disappears from
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view until Ormesby Park. The biodiversity value of the beck appears to be limited, though along
with the allotments providing a major resource in the urban context.
Constraints and opportunities
4.71

Opportunities exist to further enhance the biodiversity value of the beck and its corridor, including
additional riparian vegetation and trees. Access links are already good, with connections in most
directions. The Beck View housing development between Cargo Fleet Lane and Middle Beck has
been designed to respond positively to the open space, with houses overlooking the beck. The
corridor is an important segment of the area‟s green infrastructure, as well as being physically
limited, and there are no opportunities for built development.

Parcel 13 Tees Link
Location and extents
4.72

This parcel lies at the eastern edge of Middlesbrough, and comprises three main parcels of open
space along the Spencer Beck, which forms the Borough boundary. The Tees Link footpath
follows the beck. The parcel forms part of a green wedge that takes in parts of Redcar and
Cleveland to the east, though there is housing development ongoing at High Farm. The parcel
extends from the A1085 south to the B1380 Normanby Road, and covers 29 ha.

Open space near the A1085

Formal open space at Thorntree Park

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.73

This parcel comprises largely formal open spaces including school grounds, Thorntree Park and
playing fields. It is a well-maintained area though with some signs of anti-social use. Across the
Borough boundary the adjacent open space in Redcar and Cleveland comprises rough grassland
and vacant land, some of which is being redeveloped. Thorntree Park has the strongest sense of
place, though where housing backs onto the open space it feels less distinct. Some parts of this
parcel are seen from the distributor roads in the housing areas, while other sections are more
tucked away. There are views to Eston Hills from some locations. Occasional trees provide visual
filters.
Historic environment

4.74

There are no recorded heritage assets in this parcel.
Green infrastructure

4.75

There is a continuous footpath and cycleway through this parcel, which carries the Tees Link longdistance route linking the Teesdale Way and Cleveland Way footpaths. The path provides
connectivity between several areas in Middlesbrough and Redcar and Cleveland, although eastwest links across the green corridor are largely informal routes across vacant land. The
biodiversity value of this parcel is not particularly high, though it does form part of an important
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green corridor running into the built-up area from Eston Hills to the south. Within the parcel are
functional school grounds and the locally valued Thorntree Park.
Constraints and opportunities
4.76

There are no development opportunities in this parcel, though with house building ongoing at High
Farm to the east there is a need for cross-boundary enhancement of this important piece of the
wider GI network as part of a green wedge. The maintenance of the Tees Link path, and
improved east-west links, will benefit residents on both sides of the Borough boundary.
Enhancements to habitats as well as access links will be beneficial in increasing landscape quality
in the parcel.

Parcel 14a
Location and extents
4.77

This parcel occupies a triangle of land formed by The Grove, the A174, and the railway line in the
east of Middlesbrough. It covers 6 ha.

Open grassland with houses on The Grove

Bridge under the railway leading to Ormesby Hall

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.78

This area comprises a single undulating field that lies to the rear of houses on The Grove. The
northern part of the parcel appears to have been incorporated into private gardens. There is
mature woodland to the east along the railway line, to the south by the A174, and mature trees in
gardens of The Grove. The parcel is open except in the south where a beck flows through from
the south to the east. Despite the proximity of the A174 the area is relatively tranquil. The area
has strong visual boundaries that provide containment, with few outward views.
Historic environment

4.79

Recorded heritage assets in this area are limited to the 19th-century railway embankment and
arched bridge. These features are not designated, and the contribution of this parcel to their
setting is uncertain. The parcel lies in close proximity to the parkland associated with Ormesby
Hall to the east, so may be regarded as part of its wider setting.
Green infrastructure

4.80

A footpath link through this parcel forms part of a signposted route between Stewart Park and
Ormesby Hall, via a bridge under the railway, with a further link under the A174. As such the
parcel facilitates important connections across these barriers to access. As well as these key
links, the area is locally well used by dog walkers. The position of this parcel is within a key green
corridor that follows the Ormesby Beck from Berwick Hills in the north to Ormesby Hall park and
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into housing south of the A174, as well as farmland to the east. This corridor provides habitat and
connections for species.
Constraints and opportunities
4.81

The northern part of this area is of lesser interest than the wooded beck valley in the south, which
provides the key access links. Development in this northern area may not undermine the value of
the southern section, if it can be undertaken in a way that preserves the key access and
biodiversity connections. Nevertheless, development would lead to the loss of a locally valued
open space.

Parcel 14b Low Gill and Cypress Road
Location and extents
4.82

This parcel comprises two beck valleys that converge just to the south of the A174. The eastern
branch, Low Gill, follows a steep wooded valley to Gypsy Lane, while the western branch flows
through the Cypress Road housing estate. The two sections together cover 11 ha.

Low Gill woodland

Open space in the Cypress Road estate

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.83

The Low Gill section is a steeply incised valley, thickly wooded and largely inaccessible. It forms a
substantial belt of woodland between existing housing and a site currently under development.
The woodland is semi-natural and does not appear degraded. The steep valley is perceptually
separate from the adjacent housing, and there are no views through the dense woodland edge.
The open space in Cypress Road is more open, comprising amenity space that slopes gently down
to the beck. Trees along the beck and around the adjacent housing limit visibility to sequential
views along the corridor.
Historic environment

4.84

There are no recorded heritage assets in this parcel.
Green infrastructure

4.85

The two branches of this beck provide important connectivity for wildlife, linking north through
parcel 14a to the Ormesby Hall parkland and Berwick Hills. The woodland along Low Gill in
particular is an important habitat area. Connectivity for people is provided more by the Cypress
Road area, with access more difficult into Low Gill. Both parcels provide northward access via an
underpass below the A174.
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Constraints and opportunities
4.86

There are no opportunities for development within these narrow parcels. The connectivity
through the parcels could be enhanced to capitalise on the A174 underpass which forms a key link
across this access barrier. Better access could be delivered in Low Gill, with some form of eastwest link that would help to integrate new housing to the east. This would however need to be
undertaken in a sensitive way that does not impair the habitat value of this largely intact
woodland.

Parcel 15 Marton West Beck South
Location and extents
4.87

This parcel includes the valley of Marton West Beck, from Ladgate Lane in the north to
Middlesbrough Golf Course in the south. The continuity of the parcel is affected by the east-west
roads that cross it. It includes the more open Fairy Dell Park but for the most part is narrow, and
covers a total area of 33 ha.

Open space in Fairy Dell Park

Open water within the beck valley

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.88

This long, narrow parcel comprises the steeply incised wooded valley of the beck along with Fairy
Dell Park. The corridor meanders with the beck and topography is complex and includes an area
of wetland. The wooded valley and wetlands have a semi-natural character with the sounds of
running water and bird song providing relatively tranquil atmosphere, although the sound of
traffic is apparent in parts. The beck valley is visually separate from the surrounding area, with
few views in or out due to dense woodland. Fairy Dell Park is located in a widening of the beck
valley, and comprises undulating landform that is larger in scale, with numerous pockets of semimature woodland. It is generally busier with more users, but remains detached from the
surrounding area due to woodland that frames the space. The whole area is visibly in good
condition and well maintained and used.
Historic environment

4.89

Recorded heritage assets in this parcel comprise two small ornamental lakes, a boathouse and an
ice house. These derive from the since-demolished Gunnergate Hall, a country house with
associated 19th century designed landscape. These features have significance as physical
documents and illustrators of a now lost parkland, as well as aesthetic significance as part of a
designed landscape. Whilst designated heritage assets relating to Gunnergate Hall survive outside
of the parcel, the parcel does not appear to form an element of their setting due to the degree of
modern housing development now present.

Middlesbrough Local Plan Review:
Landscape and Heritage Assessment

31

December 2016

Green infrastructure
4.90

The Marton West Beck Trail footpath runs the length of the parcel and is a well-used route. The
parcel has a high recreational value and includes play areas and outdoor fitness apparatus. It
also includes cultural and nature conservation interests including sculptures and interpretation
panels. It forms an important green artery through southern urban area of Middlesbrough, with
links north towards the town centre and south past the golf course towards the open countryside.
It is readily accessible from a large area of adjacent settlement. Much of the corridor provides
wildlife habitat and the parcel hosts an extensive SINC. The corridor therefore serves biodiversity
as well as access functions.
Constraints and opportunities

4.91

There are no opportunities for development within this narrow area of highly valued open space.
The GI value of the parcel is already recognised through SINC designation and the routeing of the
Marton West Beck Trail, and the provision of interpretation and recreation facilities. Ongoing
maintenance appears to be good and will ensure the corridor remains a valued piece of open
space in future.

Parcel 16a
Location and extents
4.92

This parcel includes a small section of beck valley in Coulby Newham, between the A174 and
Parkway Shopping Centre. It is generally narrow and covers 9 ha.

Play area by Newham Way

Wooded beck valley near Newham Grange

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.93

This section of beck valley forms a narrow and largely wooded corridor set within housing. It
becomes deeper to the north, with steeply incised sides. North of Newham Way the corridor
includes a small play area with amenity grass, but otherwise is cloaked with semi-natural
woodland. It is an enclosed, secluded area with few views either in our out. Traffic noise from
the A174 is increasingly apparent in the north.
Historic environment

4.94

There are no recorded heritage assets in this parcel, though this does not mean that no buried
archaeology is present.
Green infrastructure

4.95

Cycle route 65 follows the west edge of this parcel, on a dedicated path that continues north
towards the town centre and south into Coulby Newham. This route provides an important link
under the A174 dual carriageway, and also connects to the Marton West Beck Trail and the path
around Newham Grange (see parcel 16b). The woodland is of biodiversity value, and north of
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Newham Way is identified as a site of importance for nature conservation (SINC). The beck forms
part of wider habitat networks.
Constraints and opportunities
4.96

There are no opportunities for development in this narrow and often steeply sloping parcel. It is a
valued multifunctional corridor that links into wider green networks, and with good cycle and
walking links. Ongoing management should aim to maintain the biodiversity and access value of
this corridor, and where possible enhance links south and north.

Parcel 16b Newham Grange
Location and extents
4.97

This parcel includes the grounds of Newham Grange Leisure Farm, an agricultural visitor
attraction located in Coulby Newham. The parcel covers 16 ha of farmland, including the farm
buildings, to the south of the A174.

Newham Grange farmstead

Ridge and furrow in field west of the farmstead

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.98

This area lies over a shallow rise, set between two incised beck valleys that slope away to east
and west. It is centred on the wooded farmstead, comprising a mixed cluster of buildings with
ornamental and native trees. The surrounding fields are of pasture, with continuous hedges and
some field boundary trees. Visible ridge-and-furrow gives time depth to the western part of the
area. Visually the parcel is enclosed to the north by roadside vegetation along the A174, and to
the south by housing. Views are focused upwards towards the farmstead and wind turbine.
Historic environment

4.99

Recorded heritage assets in this parcel include the remnants of a medieval field system,
comprising of legible ridge-and-furrow, across the parcel to the west of Newham Grange. The
farmstead is recorded as of 18th-century date, and includes a farmhouse of this date and 19thcentury steadings alongside later structures. The 18th and 19th-century buildings are included on
the Middlesbrough Local List, which notes the rarity of Georgian farmhouses in Middlesbrough,
and also relates the earlier history of the farm. The fieldscapes around the farm have been
partially lost due to housing development in the south and construction of the A174 to the north
but retain a reasonable degree of coherence within the parcel, including retention of hedged
boundaries, which confers a palpable time depth.
Green infrastructure

4.100 Newham Grange is operated as a visitor attraction, and is accessible to paying customers. The
path around the farm grounds is accessible, and provides a loop route, as well as a link between
the beck valleys to east and west. On both sides the path provides connections to paths that
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follow these becks (see parcel 15 and parcel 16a), with access across the A174 dual carriageway.
The farm is not intensively managed, and this will be of benefit to biodiversity. Habitats are also
provided along the A174 planting, which form a green corridor through the built up area.
Constraints and opportunities
4.101 Currently there are no development opportunities here, due to the operating and apparently well
used farm attraction. The paths around the area provide valued links and the area also has
biodiversity value. Any development in the western part of this parcel is likely to erase the ridgeand-furrow that provides time depth and serves as a reminder that these areas were formerly all
farmland.

Parcel 17 Hemlington Lake
Location and extents
4.102 This irregular parcel covers 41 ha, centred on the fishing lake at Hemlington. It also includes
adjoining fingers of open space, and school grounds to the east.

Hemlington Lake

Grassland near the shopping centre

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.103 This is an undulating area, in which a beck has been dammed to form a fishing lake. The
surrounding housing is similarly set on undulating land and there are steep slopes in places,
including the earthworks around the dam. It is a moderately large area, well-maintained and
featuring tree and shrub planting that frames attractive views across the lake. The area has a
strong sense of place, though this reduces away from the lake where the open space and adjacent
housing becomes more generic in character. The area is visually contained, and is integrated with
the surrounding housing.
Historic environment
4.104 Near the lake on the western boundary of this parcel are two buildings that formerly comprised
Hemlington Hall Farm. Both are listed at Grade II, and are of 18th and 19th century date, and the
parcel forms part of their setting. The relationship of the farm to its associated fieldscapes has
been lost by development of housing and creation of the lake, and as such it is unclear whether
this setting contributes to the significance of the listed buildings.
Green infrastructure
4.105 The area includes the fishing lake that is clearly popular with anglers, and functional school
grounds to the south-east. The lake and associated woodland and shrubs have high biodiversity
value, along with the more natural section of beck to the north. Well-used routes link housing
and shops across the area, and there are connections to wider networks via cycle route 65 which
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passes the lake, and footpath links to the Bluebell Beck. There is a sense of community
ownership of the space, which is well used and busy.
Constraints and opportunities
4.106 Hemlington Lake is a node on the local GI network, with several routes connecting here. The lake
and its setting are popular and well used, and provide an attractive and diverse area of
multifunctional open space. There is no scope for development in this area as this is likely to
erode these qualities. The area is in relatively good condition and well linked to the surrounding
areas. Ongoing maintenance to ensure the quality of the area, including woodland management
and biodiversity initiatives, would uphold the positive character of this space.

Parcel 18 Bluebell Beck
Location and extents
4.107 This parcel comprises the long, narrow corridor of the Bluebell Beck, from Malvern Avenue in the
south, downstream to Acklam Grange School, where it flows into the Stainsby/Brookfield housing
land allocation (see Appendix 1). Also included in parcel 18 is a narrower corridor associated
with a tributary beck that joins Bluebell Beck near the school. The two beck corridors cover an
area of 33 ha.

Footpath through the beck corridor near Malvern
Drive

Open space along the western tributary

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.108 The Bluebell Beck runs through a shallowly incised valley. The beck itself is generally well wooded
with native trees and shrubs, and is flanked by grassed slopes leading up to rear garden
boundaries. Good quality paths and bridges run the length of the corridor. Views are linear and
open in straighter sections of the beck, and enclosed where the beck meanders. Although
housing backs on to the corridor, due to the different elevation this has less of a negative effect
than elsewhere. The tributary beck is smaller but in places more deeply incised. The associated
open space is narrower, and the beck is flanked to the west by open arable fields. Housing
generally faces out onto this open space and the country beyond, and there are some broad open
views.
Historic environment
4.109 There are no recorded heritage assets in this parcel, though this does not mean that no buried
archaeology is present.
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Green infrastructure
4.110 These long corridors provide a number of GI functions, including provision of access and habitat.
They bring semi-natural open space into the surrounding housing estate, linking the built up area
with more open land downstream. The beck valleys are offshoots from the green wedge that
follows the route of the A19, and are a key part of wider networks. The downstream part of the
beck is a site of importance for nature conservation (SINC). Committed housing development to
the west will enhance their importance as green corridors with the built-up area. Footpaths are of
good quality and well used.
Constraints and opportunities
4.111 There is no scope for development within this narrow parcel, which represents a well-used and
locally valued series of open spaces. There is an opportunity to promote more coherent access
through this wider green wedge, linking the Bluebell Beck corridor, the Stainsby Beck corridor,
and Whinney Banks. In the west, the allocation of land at Stainsby/Brookfield offers a clear
opportunity for expanding the open space along the tributary beck, with benefits of access and
wildlife (see Appendix 1).

Parcel 19 Whinney Banks
Location and extents
4.112 This parcel comprises a series of wedge-shaped open spaces along the east side of the A19. It
extends from the A66 junction in the north to the A1130, and is flanked to the east by the
Whinney Banks housing estate, part of which is undergoing redevelopment. The parcel covers a
total of 19 ha.

Semi-derelict character due to adjacent vacant
land

Amenity grass with trees alongside the A19

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.113 The quality and condition of this area is relatively poor, affected by stalled redevelopment in the
Harehills Road area, and with sections of vacant land. There is evidence of anti-social use in the
area, which largely comprises mown grass and patches of scrub, flanked by roadside planting
along the A19 embankments. Clumps of scrub fragment the area and views are limited. Traffic
noise is a feature throughout the area. Adjacent houses back on to the space, emphasising the
somewhat neglected character.
Historic environment
4.114 Recorded heritage assets in this parcel comprise a medieval boundary ditch, a short section of
which (c.80 m) is visible north of Ashford Avenue. As the surrounding area has been
comprehensively redeveloped through construction of major trunk roads and housing, setting is
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unlikely to contribute to any heritage significance this asset possesses. Should any buried
archaeological remains exist they may have some heritage significance.
Green infrastructure
4.115 A footbridge crosses the A19 providing access between Whinney Banks and the Teesside Park
shopping centre, forming an important connection across this barrier. The open space is readily
accessible from the adjacent housing, and served with paths that run north to south. There are
potential onward links to the Bluebell Beck corridor to the south. Some of the more mature
woodland and scrub will be of biodiversity value, and in the north a ditch and small pond is
identified as a site of importance for nature conservation (SINC). Woodland also provides a sense
of noise amelioration for the nearby housing.
Constraints and opportunities
4.116 The open space is of low landscape and visual value, but provides some important GI functions,
including access, habitat provision and giving a sense of noise amelioration. Development within
this parcel is unlikely to be positive, though there are clear opportunities for enhancement of this
area. Completion of the stalled development in the Harehills Road area will be of benefit to this
area, removing detractive vacant land and increasing the positive use of the open space.
Improvements to paths would enhance the existing access, while links between this space and
others could be promoted as part of a wider „trail‟ along the green wedge that extends southward.

Parcel 20 West of the A19
Location and extents
4.117 This parcel comprises the long, narrow sections of land between the Borough boundary, following
the Stainsby Beck, and the A19. This includes a wooded parcel south of the A174, a broader area
around Stainsby Grange Farm, and a narrow strip either side of the A1130. In total the parcel
covers 57 ha.

Wooded beck south of the A174

Stainsby village earthworks, with the A19 behind

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.118 This narrow strip of land slopes generally down to the beck that forms its irregular western edge.
Landcover includes woodland on steeper slopes, with arable land and horse paddocks around
Stainsby Grange, and pasture and woodland further north. Stainsby Grange is a large farmstead
and riding stables including several substantial houses. The site of the medieval village of
Stainsby is visible as earthworks in the adjacent paddocks. Noise from the A19 is a significant
presence in local character, although the road is generally at grade or cut into the landscape, so is
not overly visible. Maturing roadside planting further filters views from and to the road. The
landscape across the beck, in Stockton-On-Tees, has a strong influence, and comprises an
industrial estate, housing development flanked by arable land, and a large cemetery in the north.
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Historic environment
4.119 The remains of the medieval village of Stainsby consist of buried archaeological and above-ground
earthwork remains associated with the village and are designated as a scheduled monument. As
such, they are a designated heritage asset of the highest significance. The setting of the
scheduled monument is likely to factor in its significance. Stainsby Grange appears to be the only
remaining farmstead from the earlier medieval village. It has been expanded extensively, but
some 18th-century buildings remain. The surrounding fieldscapes contain important traces of past
land use in the form of earthworks related to medieval agriculture.
Green infrastructure
4.120 There are some public footpaths in this narrow area, with others just outside the Borough on the
west side of the beck. A footpath follows a track from the A1130 at Teesside Park to Stainsby
Grange. Here, a footbridge over the A19 provides an important link across this barrier to access,
with other walking routes into Thornaby-On-Tees. South of the A174 an apparently little-used
path follows the west side of the beck as far as Low Lane, though the A19 again forms a
significant barrier. A small site of importance for nature conservation (SINC) is located just south
of the A174, and the whole of the Stainsby Beck forms an important wildlife corridor through this
largely green wedge between Middlesbrough and Thornaby, connecting the open countryside to
the south with the banks of the Tees in the north.
Constraints and opportunities
4.121 This narrow parcel offers no opportunity for significant development. The broader section in the
middle is the location of Stainsby medieval village, a heritage asset of the highest significance.
Coupled with the access across the A19 here, there is an opportunity to enhance footpaths
through this area and provide interpretation to the remaining earthworks. The allocation of land
east of the A19 for housing suggests increased demand for circular walking routes through this
area, and further links along the Stainsby Beck could provide a trail similar to the Marton West
Beck Trail further east. The role of the Stainsby Beck as a wildlife corridor could also be enhanced
through woodland planting and management.

Parcel 21 Stainton Vale
Location and extents
4.122 This triangular parcel is bounded by the A174 to the north, the A19 to the west, and the B1380
Low Lane to the south-east. The parcel includes Stainton Vale Farm and the Sporting Lodge
Hotel, and extends to 81 ha.

Mature tree lines and arable land
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Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.123 This is a relatively flat area of farmland, dissected by the Stainton Beck in the south which flows
through a small but steep sided valley. It is a mixed arable and pastoral area with an irregular
field pattern, centred on the large farmstead of Stainton Vale. Woodland lines Stainton Beck and
there is a substantial plantation east of the farmstead. A large hotel complex lies in the northeast, and there are other farm buildings. The adjacent dual carriageways generate a high level of
noise across parts of this area. There are few views in or out of the area due to woodlands and
roadside planting, and few visual foci. An avenue of mature trees lines the approach to Stainton
Vale Farm but otherwise this area has a limited sense of place.
Historic environment
4.124 Stainton Vale Farm is of 18th to 19th century date and includes Grade II listed buildings. The
farmstead is set within an apparently largely contemporary fieldscape, and its setting may
therefore factor to an extent within its significance. Plum Tree Farm is of similar date but is not
listed, and its relationship to the associated fieldscape has been largely lost. The route of Low
Lane may be of some antiquity, and time depth is apparent from the remnant field patterns and
historic farm buildings.
Green infrastructure
4.125 Public footpaths cross this area, linking Stainton village with Stainsby Hall to the north, via a
bridge over the A174. A public footpath by Plum Tree Farm is apparently blocked by the A19,
which represents a significant barrier to access. Circular routes through this parcel can be walked
from Stainton. Biodiversity value is focused along the beck, the north bank of which is a site of
importance to nature conservation (SINC), and the plantation woodland along Low Lane.
Roadside planting along the A19 and A174 is maturing and forms wildlife corridors alongside the
parcel.
Constraints and opportunities
4.126 This parcel is relatively contained, and development here may have relatively limited landscape
and visual impacts on the wider countryside. The potential significance of Grade II* listed
Stainton Vale and its setting will need to be carefully considered if any proposals came forward.
Maintenance and enhancement of access through the area should include consideration of access
along Stainton Beck, and potential for an accessible crossing of the A19 to access the woodland
resource on the west side of the road. There are housing allocations at Stainton on the south side
of the B1380, and there is potential for the separate identity of Stainton to be further eroded if
this site is developed.

Parcel 22 West of Thornton
Location and extents
4.127 This parcel includes the farmland at the south-west corner of Middlesbrough, bounded to the
north by Low Lane, to the east by Stainton and Thornton, and to the south by Maltby Beck, which
forms the Borough boundary. It covers an area of 69 ha.
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View north across Stainton Beck from Upper
Farm

Glimpses of the hills to the south, from Maltby
Road

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.128 This small area of gently undulating farmland slopes down to the Stainton Beck in the north and
to the Maltby Beck/Stainsby Beck in the south. Landcover comprises large arable fields and
smaller areas of grazing land near the becks. Field boundaries are formed of low but generally
intact hedgerows with very few hedgerows trees. Narrow woodland strips line both becks. The
villages of Stainton and Thornton lie to the north and east, though there is little built form in the
parcel. The beck valleys create more intimate spaces, but the majority of the parcel is open and
of indistinct character, affected by traffic noise from the A19. There are few views into the parcel,
and few visual foci within it. Outward views are filtered, and look northwards to the industrial
landmarks of the Tees Valley, while the view south takes in the skyline of the Cleveland Hills and
Roseberry Topping.
Historic environment
4.129 The 18th-century farmstead at Upper Farm is not designated, and is of local significance.
Comparatively little of the contemporary field pattern remains. The parcel forms part of the
setting of Stainton and Thornton Conservation Area, providing a rural backdrop for the medieval
villages, particularly Thornton.
Green infrastructure
4.130 Public footpaths lead north-west and south-west from Thornton, towards Stainton Vale and Maltby
respectively. Maltby Road forms part of the Route 65 of the National Cycle Network, running from
Hornsea to Middlesbrough. Otherwise the parcel offers little recreational or biodiversity value,
except for the native woodland along the two beck valleys. These include a site of importance for
nature conservation (SINC) south of Thornton, and the becks connect west into parcel 23 and the
landscape beyond, and north into the A19 green wedge (see Parcel 20). Much of this parcel has a
physical relationship with Thornton village, though Stainton is detached by the valley of the
Stainton Beck.
Constraints and opportunities
4.131 This small area is adjacent to the Stainton and Thornton Conservation Area, and development
may impact on its setting. The rural character of the area, particularly of the beck valleys, would
be vulnerable to large scale housing development, which could also erode the separate identities
of Stainton, Thornton and Maltby. The field to the south of Thornton could host a sensitivity
designed extension to the village, which would be contained by Maltby Road and the Maltby Beck.
Mitigation would include boundary treatments, particularly along the beck, as well as an
appropriate response to the adjacent conservation area. Opportunities exist for further tree
planting along field boundaries to benefit the landscape, and access enhancement along the two
beck valleys could create circular routes into the countryside from Stainton and Thornton.
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Parcel 23 Thornton to Coulby Newham
Location and extents
4.132 This parcel forms a long, narrow strip of farmland across the south edge of the Borough. It runs
from the village of Thornton in the west, to the B1365 in the east, and is bounded to the north by
the edge of the settlement or committed development areas. The borough boundary is generally
within 500-600m of the settlement edge, and the parcel covers 152 ha.

Open fields near Stainton Grange

Views north across Larchfield Farm

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.133 The landform in this parcel is gently undulating, sloping generally down to southward, and with a
high point of 82m at the south-east corner. Large arable fields are delineated by often gappy
hedges with some hedgerow trees. There are several farms and the Larchfield Community
residential centre. It is open and large in scale, though there are smaller scale areas of woodland
along the Stainton Beck to the west and south. The arable farmland has some urban fringe
influences to the north and is influenced by traffic noise. There are quieter areas with a degree of
tranquillity though there is little sense of place. Roadside screening limits views into the area,
though where these are available they are extensive, and generally lacking visual foci. From the
more elevated land in the east there are views south to the distinctive skyline of the North York
Moors, and the wind turbines at Seamer are also visible.
Historic environment
4.134 Recorded heritage assets in this parcel comprise five historic farmsteads and associated historic
buildings. These are set within planned fieldscapes of apparently 18 th-century date which have
seen some alteration. Stainton Grange of 18th-century date is the only listed building (grade II*),
and is set within an apparently largely contemporary fieldscape. Grange Farm and Holme Farm
retain some historic buildings though their relationship to associated fieldscapes has largely been
lost. Buildings at Hemlington Grange and Larchfield Farm have largely been replaced by modern
structures of limited heritage significance. Time depth resides in the remnant 18 th-century
fieldscapes that remain legible in places, and the lanes running through the parcel that may be of
greater antiquity. The western end of the parcel is within Stainton and Thornton conservation
area, and is close to designated assets, including grade II listed buildings and the grade II* listed
Church of St Peter and St Paul.
Green infrastructure
4.135 A small number of public footpaths connect into the settlement to the north, and with the wider
countryside to the south. Seamer Road runs through the west of the parcel and is popular with
cyclists, linking Hemlington and Thornton with NCN Route 165 to the south. Stainton Quarry, at
the north-west edge, is a local nature reserve (LNR) providing habitat and public open space at
the edge of the settlement. Biodiversity value is focused along the Stainton Beck, often lined with
woodland, and occasional small farm woodlands, as well as Thornton Plantation which is a site of
importance for nature conservation (SINC). The area forms a part of the wider countryside belt
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between the Tees conurbation and the North York Moors to the south, though its position is more
peripheral in relation to this than the areas further east (e.g. Parcel 28).
Constraints and opportunities
4.136 This is an area of mixed value, including areas of indistinct intensive farmland as well as the
fringes of a conservation area at Thornton, with adjacent LNR and SINC sites. The existing
settlement edge is robust, comprising the LNR and Stainton Way, though the boundary of the
mixed-used development allocation to the north may require enhancement (see Appendix 1).
Development in the western part of the parcel is constrained by the LNR, conservation area, and
the grade II* listed Stainton Grange. The eastern part may have fewer constraints but
development would further erode the remaining corridor of open space within the south edge of
the Borough. There are opportunities for landscape enhancement that could include habitat
creation, hedgerow planting and re-establishment of field boundary trees.

Parcel 24 Newham Hall
Location and extents
4.137 This parcel is located on the southern edge of Middlesbrough, separated from the settlement edge
of Coulby Newham by an arable field and mature mixed woodland shelterbelt. It is bounded to the
south by the B1365 and Brass Castle Lane. The parcel is set on rising ground, and forms part of a
larger area of gently rolling open countryside located between Middlesbrough and the North York
Moors. This parcel covers 39 ha.

Looking north towards Newham Hall

The parkland from De Brus Park

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.138 The parcel comprises mainly grazing land and some arable fields, set within an estate landscape
of mature trees. It has a smaller scale compared to surrounding arable land. The mature
parkland trees are a distinctive landscape feature, though some trees are missing. The
hedgerows that border the parcel to the south are in poor condition in places. The parcel is
slightly elevated above the settlement to the north, giving it a relative sense of rural tranquillity,
although the B1365 is a busy road. A small development of large suburban style homes has been
constructed in the eastern part of the area.
4.139 There is a visual relationship between the North York Moors and Newham Hall, including its
immediate garden grounds to the east and south, although these views somewhat screened or
filtered by vegetation. Views towards the North York Moors are also available from the slightly
more elevated southern area of the parcel. These are typically glimpsed views that are filtered by
intervening trees. Sequential views into the parcel are available from the B1365 and Brass Castle
Lane to the south.
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Historic environment
4.140 The regional significance of Newham Hall and its designed landscape is a key consideration. It
represents an important, and rare, survival of a 19th century industrialist‟s mansion, as well as the
farm complex (see Parcel H8). In addition, the designed landscape preserves evidence of preImprovement agricultural remains and likely truncated medieval remains associated with the
moated manor/homestead on the site of the present house (part of the moat being preserved
within the landscape design).
4.141 Map regression analysis indicates that the 19th century landscape structure, developed in parallel
with the house, home farm and lodge, is virtually intact – meaning that the Grade II-listed Hall
sits within its original setting. Given that the two assets were designed in parallel, the parkland is
indivisible from the significance of the Hall itself. The significance of the asset group as a whole
could be argued to be more than regional, given the rarity of survival of ironmasters‟ houses in
the region and more generally, and the intactness of house and landscape. The complete survival
of this set of features can be contrasted with Stewart Park, where the park remains but the house
has been lost (see Parcel 10).
Green infrastructure
4.142 The public footpath that runs across the west of the parcel provides a key link between the
settlement edge of Coulby Newham and the village of Newby, as well as acting as a gateway to
the wider area of open countryside to the south. The Marton West Beck Trail runs just to the
north of the parcel and connects the southern edge of Middlesbrough to the town centre. The
roads that border the parcels provide an important cycle link between Middlesbrough and the
North York Moors.
Constraints and opportunities
4.143 Opportunities for development within this parcel are very limited, and any proposals would need
to be very carefully designed to be in harmony with the sensitive landscape. In particular the
historic importance of the parkland, indivisible from that of the Hall, needs to be recognised in
any proposals brought forward for this site. There are existing access links across the site that
could be enhanced or extended, creating circular routes from the new housing at Coulby Newham
into the countryside, and onward links to the Marton West Beck Trail. This would enable a wider
appreciation of this regionally significant designed landscape. The parcel has substantial tree
belts and lines of mature trees that should be maintained and replaced over time.
4.144 Further detail on this area is included in a separate report.11

Parcel 25 Middlesbrough Golf Club
Location and extents
4.145 This parcel comprises Middlesbrough Golf Course to the south of Coulby Newham. It lies between
Marton West Beck and Brass Castle Lane and covers 59 ha.

11

LUC (2016) Landscape and historic environment value of land south of Newham Hall, Middlesbrough. Middlesbrough Council.
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Middlesbrougn Golf Course

The club house on Brass Castle Lane

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.146 The golf course occupies the great majority of this parcel, with significant woodland margins to
the north and west. It is gently undulating, sloping down to the north where the Marton West
Beck flows through a steep valley. A lesser tributary stream follows the western golf course
boundary. The golf course is actively managed but represents a largely artificial landscape of
highly improved grassland and mixed plantations. The woodland along the north and west
boundary is more native in character, and encloses this area, forming a self-contained landscape,
visually separate from the agricultural context. The beck valley to the north forms the most
distinctive element of this landscape.
Historic environment
4.147 Recorded heritage assets in this parcel are limited to the 19th-century Brass Castle Farm. The
farmhouse, now part of the clubhouse complex, has some heritage significance but is not listed.
The relationship of the farm to its associated fieldscapes has been lost by development of the golf
course, as such, its setting will not factor strongly within its significance. The golf course was
established in the mid-20th century, and few aspects of the proceeding landscape remain. Older
tracts of woodland have, in places, had fairways driven through and now merge with golf course
planting to the extent that their status as historic wooded areas is not readily appreciable. The
parcel lies to the immediate northeast of Newham Hall and may be regarded as lying within its
setting.
Green infrastructure
4.148 This is a functional golf course serving a specific activity, though it does not offer access to the
general public. The Marton West Beck Trail runs along the northern boundary of the parcel,
providing a connection north along the settlement edge towards Coulby Newham and the town
centre of Middlesbrough. However, the trail stops here at Brass Castle Lane, and there is little
access from the housing area to the north. Brass Castle Lane sees some use by cyclists. The
woodlands along the becks around the golf course, and to a lesser extent those within it, provide
important habitat resource, particularly the site of importance for nature conservation (SINC)
along Marton West Beck. The linear nature of the woodlands forms a biodiversity network with
essential connectivity for wildlife into the wider landscape.
Constraints and opportunities
4.149 As an active golf course, there are no significant opportunities for development in this parcel. The
golf course and its immediate surroundings include significant areas of native woodland along the
western boundary and along the Marton West Beck. The beck valley is a key GI asset throughout
Middlesbrough, recognised by the promotion of the Marton West Beck Trail, though this finishes
unsatisfactorily at Brass Castle Lane. There are opportunities to extend the trail into the wider
landscape, potentially through Bonny Grove Plantation towards Fishpond Plantation and Grey
Towers, or along the western boundary of this parcel towards Birch Hill.
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Parcel 26 Rye Hill
Location and extents
4.150 This parcel extends from Brass Castle Lane to the A172 across the southern edge of
Middlesbrough. It lies to the south of Nunthorpe and the southern edge follows the borough
boundary. This parcel has an area of 147 ha.

Open views from Starvation Clump towards the
Cleveland Hills

Arable farmland near Rye Hill

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.151 This parcel comprises gently undulating farmland that slopes generally towards a high point at
Rye Hill (94m) in the north. The River Tame/Main Stell forms the south-east boundary.
Landcover is predominantly large arable fields with weak and gappy hedges. There are mature
woodland plantations, including the distinctive circular Starvation Clump and Spion Kop.
Farmsteads and a small number of houses are set within the large-scale arable landscape. There
is a sense of rural tranquillity in this area, away from the A172 to the east. The area is not highly
visible as no roads pass through it, though the landscape is open and glimpsed views from
adjacent roads include the small clumps as focal points. There are open outward views towards
the North York Moors, including Roseberry Topping, forming the skyline to the south and east.
Views north are limited by topography and woodland.
Historic environment
4.152 Recorded heritage assets comprise farmsteads of 19th-century date (Ryehill Farm and South
Ryehill Farm). The farmsteads appear to retain historic buildings, though they now lie within
more modern fieldscapes. The parcel also contains tree plantings that derive from the designed
landscape associated with Grey Towers, the bulk of which lies to the north (Parcel 27).
Green infrastructure
4.153 The parcel contains public footpaths that link Nunthorpe and Grey Towers with Rye Hill and
Tunstall. The minor roads that pass the area are popular with cyclists, and provide access
towards the North York Moors. The woodland plantations and clumps within the area provide
habitat value, though they are weakly linked together by gappy hedges. The Main Stell/River
Tame to the south flows on towards Stokesley. The parcel is physically and functionally detached
from the built-up area to the north, forming a part of the River Tame corridor that connects areas
of Hambleton to the south with Redcar and Cleveland in the north-east.
Constraints and opportunities
4.154 This parcel is physically and functionally separate from the built up area to the north. The
generally northerly aspect of this parcel gives it a stronger association with the landscape to the
south, around the River Tame, than the developed area to the north. Development in this
location would be intrusive into an area of rural landscape character, and would be remote from
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the existing settlement. Opportunities to enhance the landscape of this area include measures to
replant hedges and improve habitat networks. Long-term woodland management may be
required to ensure the sustainability of the distinctive clumps of trees. Their visual relationship to
the Grey Towers and Nunthorpe area should also be maintained.

Parcel 27 Nunthorpe Hall
Location and extents
4.155 This parcel includes the small village around Nunthorpe Hall, and the surrounding farmland, but
excludes the recent development around Grey Towers to the north. The A172 provides the
eastern boundary, and the parcel covers an area of 65 ha.

Grey Towers viewed across the fields from
Nunthorpe village

The distinctive feature of Starvation Clump

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.156 This parcel includes the village core of Nunthorpe, surrounded by the former parklands of Grey
Towers and Nunthorpe Hall. The landscape is gently undulating, and slopes down to the
Nunthorpe Stell. The fields vary in size, and are delineated by hedgerows that are weak in parts.
The parcel includes the distinctive woodland clumps of Starvation Clump and South Clump. The
western area is intensive arable farmland though the majority of the parcel comprises pasture
with mature trees and estate fencing giving a parkland character. The busy A172 to the east
introduces noise into the otherwise quiet rural landscape. The parkland has a strong sense of
place only weakened by intensive agriculture. Its character may be vulnerable to tree loss due to
the ageing nature of many of the mature trees.
Historic environment
4.157 Designated heritage assets comprise a concentration of listed buildings in the historic core of
Nunthorpe, all Grade II, and an area of earthworks adjacent to Nunthorpe Hall which is a
scheduled monument, a heritage asset of the highest significance. The northern boundary is
adjacent to Grey Towers House, a Grade II* listed country house which has also served as a
hospital. The parcel includes ornamental plantations associated with the house, and lies entirely
within the Nunthorpe and Poole Conservation Area. Significant time depth is visible within this
parcel. This ranges from the visible earthworks of probable medieval date adjacent to Nunthorpe
Hall to the parkland and field systems associated with both Grey Towers and Nunthorpe Hall and
also the coherent group of historic buildings at the core of Nunthorpe. The parcel forms the
setting for the heritage assets discussed above, and is likely to factor to an extent in their
significance. The conservation area appraisal identifies several „key views‟ of Nunthorpe Hall and
Grey Towers across this area.
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Green infrastructure
4.158 The parcel includes a number of public footpaths radiating from Nunthorpe village and linking to
Grey Towers and the wider built-up area to the north, and into the countryside to east, south and
west. There is no public access through the parkland, though Fishpond Plantation is a site of
importance for nature conservation (SINC) and is used for informal recreation. The woodland and
trees in this parcel provide important habitat within the wider context of intensive farmland. The
parcel forms part of the broad belt of farmland between Middlesbrough and the North York Moors
Constraints and opportunities
4.159 This parcel includes significant heritage assets and is entirely within a conservation area. The key
constraint to development here is the need to preserve the historic character of the parkland,
which offers a sense of time depth and is likely to plays a significant role in the setting of
designated and undesignated assets. The woodland belt to the north of Grey Towers forms the
edge of allocated development land and presents a robust settlement edge. While some
development has been accommodated within the former hospital grounds, further development in
this area may affect historic character as well as extending the built-up area into the countryside.
There are some opportunities for landscape enhancement in this area, particularly measures to
ensure the long-term sustainability of field trees and the distinctive woodland clumps.

Parcel 28
Location and extents
4.160 This parcel includes the entire south-eastern corner of the Borough, which lies east of the A172.
It includes Eastfield Farm and Quarry Hill Farm, and extends to 207 ha.

View south from Quarry Hill to the Cleveland
Hills

Roseberry Topping viewed from the A172

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.161 This parcel comprises flat and gently undulating land that slopes gradually up southwards to
Quarry Hill, part of the Langbaurgh Ridge to the east. It is an open area of large-scale intensive
arable fields, subdivided by hedgerows that are weak and gappy in places. Woodland is limited to
a few roadside trees and riparian trees along the Nunthorpe Stell. Traffic noise and movement is
evident along the eastern edge of the parcel, though the east of the parcel is quieter with a sense
of rural tranquillity. The parcel has few distinctive features and lacks a strong sense of place,
though the wooded ridge of Quarry Hill has some presence in the landscape. The hill forms a
visual horizon, thought the main visual focus is Roseberry Topping to the east. This parcel is the
closest part of Middlesbrough to the National Park, and forms the foreground to views from
Roseberry Topping.
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Historic environment
4.162 Recorded heritage assets comprise farmsteads of 19th-century date (Eastfield Farm and East
Quarry Farm) and an extensive area of 19th-century quarrying along Langbaurgh Ridge. The
farmsteads all appear to retain historic buildings, and lie within roughly contemporaneous
fieldscapes. The parcel also contains tree plantings that derive from the designed landscape
associated with Nunthorpe Hall. The parkland has been severed by the A172 and this eastern
part does not retain its parkland character. It now comprises modern fields that are larger than
the earlier enclosures south of the Nunthorpe Stell.
Green infrastructure
4.163 There are public footpaths through this parcel, connecting Nunthorpe with the farmsteads and
Quarry Hill, and with onward links into the wider countryside, to Great Ayton and to Roseberry
Topping. Although they appear less well used, these paths provide important north-south and
east-west connections through the farmland. Biodiversity and habitats are limited to streams,
ponds, woodland strips and gappy hedges, though these are often linear forming an open
network. The parcel forms part of the wider corridor of farmland between the Tees conurbation
and the North York Moors. Locally it is part of the Main Stell/River Tame corridor linking
Hambleton to the south with Redcar and Cleveland to the north.
Constraints and opportunities
4.164 This parcel is removed from the built up area to the north, and represents one of the most rural
parts of the Borough. Although the landscape of the area is not especially sensitive, development
here would intrude into the belt of open countryside that currently buffers the Tees conurbation
from the National Park to the south, and would have little relationship to the existing settlement.
Development could also impact on access and habitat networks in the parcel, as well as the
apparent time depth in the landscape. There is scope for landscape enhancement across this
area, including replanting of hedges and replacement of field boundary trees.

Parcel 29
Location and extents
4.165 This parcel is bounded by the A1043, the A172 and by the Borough boundary to the east. It
covers 38 ha and includes Grange Farm and St Mary‟s Church, Nunthorpe.

The view to Roseberry Topping from the church

St Mary’s Church viewed from the south

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
4.166 St Mary‟s Church sits on a low rise in the northern part of this area. It is flanked by houses with
large garden grounds and a farm, all set in an enclosing mature woodland structure. The
southern part of the parcel comprises larger arable fields, and is more open though still with some
landscape structure including the belt of trees to the east. The condition of hedges in this area is
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generally weaker, and the landscape is typical of the wider farmland south of Middlesbrough. The
church and its surroundings are a more distinctive feature, and the church forms a local focal
point. The area is influenced by the busy roads nearby, and is viewed from them. Mature trees
limit views in the northern part of the parcel, though there are open southward views from the
church towards Roseberry Topping.
Historic environment
4.167 The 19th-century Grange Farm is set within remnants of 18th-century fieldscapes, though these
have undergone significant change. The farmland is unlikely to contribute extensively to the
significance of the historic farmstead. St Mary‟s Church dates from the early 20th century, and is
grade II listed, along with its lych gate and a nearby former schoolmasters house (now the
vicarage). The adjacent school of the same date is included on the Middlesbrough Local List.
These buildings are included in Nunthorpe and Poole conservation area, the majority of which lies
west of the A172.
Green infrastructure
4.168 The parcel is crossed by a small number of public footpaths that connect the settlement edge with
St Mary‟s Church and the countryside to the east. The paths appear little used although there are
potential circular routes. The A1043 and A172 are typically busy and are barriers to access. The
parcel has some biodiversity function in the mature trees though most is intensive farmland. It
lies in a key location adjacent to allocated development at Nunthorpe, and partly within the
broader conservation area to the west. To the south the parcel is open to the countryside belt
that runs east-west across the south of Middlesbrough.
Constraints and opportunities
4.169 The northern part of this parcel contains listed buildings and a historic farmstead, set in the
remnants of 18th-century fieldscape, and development in this area may impact on the settings of
these features and affect the intact structure. The southern part is more intensive farmland with
hedges that could benefit from replanting. Development in this area would have less landscape
impact but would by remote from the settlement to the north, and could obstruct open views from
the church towards Roseberry Topping. The area has some GI value, though this could be
enhanced through better circular routes linking to settlement, and improved links to the Grey
Towers woodland.
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5

Summary and conclusions

5.1

The following section provides an overview of common themes from the individual parcel
assessments. These concluding remarks relate to potential opportunities for development, and
opportunities for protection and further enhancement.

Opportunities for development
5.2

The landscape and heritage assessment has identified relatively few areas of unconstrained
opportunity for development, and this is to be expected in a relatively small, densely settled area
such as Middlesbrough.

5.3

Within the built-up area of Middlesbrough, space is at a premium and the remaining undeveloped
areas tend to be highly valued. This includes both formal open spaces such as Albert Park and
Stewart Park that are valued at a regional level, but also those smaller spaces which are often
overlooked as „left over‟, but are nevertheless valued by local communities. Accordingly, within
the urban area (i.e. Parcels 1-19), few opportunities for built development have been noted.

5.4

There are a small number of previously developed sites within the study area, and these form the
primary opportunities for new development. The former Nature‟s World site (Parcel 5b), presently
vacant, would benefit from some form of positive reuse though there are features of biodiversity
value that should be retained if possible. A small area of vacant land lies within Parcel 11 and
offers an opportunity for development on Ormesby Road. The field to the east of The Grove
(Parcel 14a) is visually contained and could host development dependent upon maintenance of
green links through the southern part of this parcel.

5.5

In other urban areas covered in this study, there are no clear opportunities for development,
though there may be potential for small-scale developments to be successfully integrated. Such
proposals should be considered on a case-by-case basis taking note of landscape, historic
environment and green infrastructure values as noted in this report.

5.6

In the belt of countryside to the south of the main built-up area (i.e. Parcels 20-29), there are
more potential opportunities for larger scale development. These parcels are generally less
constrained by recreational uses, but are nevertheless locally valued. The current Housing Local
Plan allocates large areas of the existing countryside for development (see Appendix 1), and the
present study therefore seeks to look beyond these, to areas where they may be opportunities for
further development once capacity in the allocated sites is taken up.

5.7

Parcel 21 is a relatively self-contained area adjacent to existing housing allocations to north and
south-east. Development here may have relatively limited landscape and visual impacts, though
there are listed buildings in the area. There may be a risk of further eroding the separate identity
of Stainton if this parcel was developed intensively. Mitigation required would include, but not be
limited to: respect for the listed building and its setting; appropriate boundary treatment to the
B1380 to maintain separation from Stainton; and the retention of footpaths and features of
biodiversity interest as part of a green network.

5.8

Within Parcel 22, the field south of Thornton could accommodate a sensitively designed extension
to this village. Such a development would be contained by Maltby Road and the Maltby Beck, and
landscape and visual effects could be limited. Mitigation would need to include an appropriate
response to the adjacent conservation area. Boundary treatments would need to relate to the
beck to the south, and ensure the countryside setting of Maltby Road.

5.9

Other than these areas, limited scope for development in the countryside belt has been identified.
A number of sensitivities have been identified including wildlife sites, historic buildings and
landscapes, and existing GI and land uses such as the golf course.
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5.10

The physical size of Middlesbrough‟s countryside area is also a clear limitation, being a narrow
strip that continues southwards and eastwards into Hambleton and Redcar and Cleveland.
Development within the remaining countryside of Middlesbrough is therefore likely to have
impacts more widely in neighbouring areas. The majority of the built up area, including the
recent housing allocations, also has a strong settlement edge formed by woodland belts, becks, a
golf course, and the Grey Towers and Nunthorpe designed landscapes. Breaching this existing
barrier would require the creation of a new settlement edge further south, and there are few
obvious candidates for new boundaries within the confines of Middlesbrough.

Opportunities for enhancement
5.11

The present study has not involved a formal assessment of open space quality, but it is
nevertheless clear that this quality varies widely across the study area. At the upper end of this
quality scale are the prestige sites such as Albert Park which benefit from a high level of
investment and maintenance. In contrast to this are the functional local spaces such as sports
pitches and amenity areas, featuring mown grass and clipped hedges but little else. In all areas
there is room for enhancement of open spaces to benefit landscape, historic environment, access
and biodiversity. Positive policies that seek to protect and where possible enhance green spaces
will promote the multiple benefits of open space.

5.12

Within the urban part of the study area (Parcels 1-19), the overall aim should be the development
of an integrated network of green infrastructure that pervades all parts of the town. A framework
for this is readily available in the beck valleys that run north-south through the urban area, and
which generally host access routes and wildlife habitat. There are some east-west links but many
of these would benefit from upgrading or enhancements to make them more attractive to users.

5.13

At the centre of this network is a „green heart‟, comprising the open space north of Ladgate Lane
and including the municipal golf course. The extent of this area gives it a high value, but many of
the spaces are underused, with a high percentage of extensive mown grass. While suitable for
sports pitches, this does not at present provide multifunctional benefits that could be realised
through enhanced management. The creation of habitat value, including less intensive grassland
and woodlands, has begun in the area of Parcel 4 and positive initiatives to broaden this should
involve local people where possible.

5.14

A number of the parcels, both urban and rural, comprise designed landscapes. A number of types
of designed landscapes are present, including parks, estate landscapes and cemeteries. While the
buildings within these landscapes often benefit from listing either at local or national level, the
landscapes themselves do not have any policy protection. The exception to this is Albert Park
which is a registered park and garden with Historic England, and although the other designed
landscapes in the area are unlikely to meet this standard, there may be merit in exploring local
recognition. The creation of a local inventory of designed landscapes, or inclusion of more
landscapes on the Middlesbrough Local List, would be a way of recognising the contribution that
these features make to the open spaces in Middlesbrough. While the criteria for inclusion would
have to be determined, the landscapes associated with Linthorpe Cemetery (Parcel 2), Acklam
Hall (Parcel 5a), Stewart Park (Parcel 10), Newham Hall (Parcel 24) and Nunthorpe Hall/Grey
Towers (Parcel 27) are likely to merit some form of recognition or policy protection.

5.15

Whether or not such a policy approach is pursued, the features that define these designed
landscapes, which may include walls, avenues, tree clumps and field boundaries, should be
retained and maintained wherever possible. The further erosion of the remaining historic
environment within Middlesbrough should be resisted.

5.16

In the countryside more generally, agriculture remains the principal land use. Farmland is
generally intensively cultivated, with gappy hedges and few field trees. Small woodlands and
becks form the basis for a habitat network through this area, linking Middlesbrough with
neighbouring authorities and with the North York Moors beyond. Access into this area is relatively
limited, with narrow but busy country roads that do not encourage walking access though they
are used by cyclists. Major roads such as the A1043 also present barriers to access into the
countryside. Though there are several public footpaths in the farmland, accessing these from the
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main residential areas is not always straightforward. Measures to improve connectivity between
the country and the urban area will improve the GI function of the access network.
5.17

Development often offers opportunities for enhancement and protection of landscape and heritage
features. Design briefs should be developed for allocations coming forward, in order to secure the
positive benefits of landscape, heritage and GI for residents of new housing as well as existing
areas. Principles for securing these benefits for four main housing allocations are included in
Appendix 1, and similar measures could readily be formulated for future development sites.
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Appendix 1
Landscape and historic environment value of key
housing land allocations
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Introduction
5.18

5.19

At the project outset it was agreed that four major development land allocations would also be
subject to a review of their landscape and heritage value. These areas are identified on Figure 1,
and are listed below with their names and map references as given in the Housing Local Plan. For
the purposes of this report, they are referred to as H4, H6, H8 and H9 respectively.


H4: Brookfield (4c);



H6: Hemlington Grange (6);



H8: Coulby Newham (8); and



H9: South of Guisborough Road (9b).

Since the principle of development within each of these areas has been accepted, the following
sections focus on the key landscape and heritage constraints that should influence development
layout and siting. The conclusions are reported as a series of recommendations for
accommodating development within the parcels.

Parcel H4 Brookfield
Location and extents
5.20

Parcel H4 comprises the farmland between the western edge of the Middlesbrough built-up area,
and the A19 in the west. It extends from the A1130 in the north to the A174 in the south, and
includes the lands of Stainsby Hill Farm and Stainsby Hall Farm. The eastern boundary follows a
tributary of the Bluebell Beck along most of its length. The parcel covers an area of 121 ha and
has been allocated for housing development.

Arable farmland occupies the area

Footpath in the north of the area

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
5.21

This parcel comprises intensive arable farmland across a broad wedge of land that slopes gently
down to the north and east to the Bluebell Beck, which cuts across the north part of the parcel.
The beck valley and the area to the north comprise semi-natural open space and grassland.
There are two large farms at Stainsby Hall on high ground to the south, which forms a visual focal
point, and at Stainsby Hill to the north. Housing development across the Bluebell Beck is visible
and the noise of the A19 is ever present. Although traffic is visually screened, streetlights are
seen from across the area. Away from the Bluebell Beck there are few distinctive landscape
features and little sense of place, though this corridor is more representative of the beck valleys
of Middlesbrough. There are long views from high ground over the Tees Valley to the north, with
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a number of urban landmarks visible. The parcel has strong visual boundaries, including the
wooded beck and roadside planting along the A174 and A19.
Historic environment
5.22

Both Stainsby Hill Farm and Stainsby Hall Farm comprise unlisted buildings of 18th century and
later dates, set within piecemeal fieldscapes that have seen much alteration. The relationship of
each farm to its associated fieldscapes has been eroded by the construction of the A19 and A174,
and setting may not contribute to their significance. Field boundaries have been removed across
the parcel, and the A19 and A174 run counter to the historic grain of the landscape, leaving only
some time depth.
Green infrastructure

5.23

The Bluebell Beck represents a key green corridor running alongside and through this parcel from
east to north, including areas of grassland, woodland and wetland. The northern part of this is
identified as a site of importance for nature conservation (SINC). Footpaths run along the beck
forming an important connection for wildlife and people, accessible from neighbouring housing
areas. Connectivity across the beck corridor could be enhanced. One public footpath skirts the
south-west of the parcel, linking footbridges across the A19 and A174. Though there is little
public access into the heart of this area, these are important bridges across major access barriers.
The parcel forms part of a wider green wedge that runs between the built up areas of
Middlesbrough and Thornaby-On-Tees, connecting the open countryside to the south with more
urbanised open spaces towards the Tees.
Constraints and opportunities

5.24

As part of development of housing in this parcel, it is recommended that the following key
principles are followed:


Maintain the integrity of the green corridor along the Bluebell Beck, from the A1130 through
the parcel into the Brookfield housing area, and seek to enhance its GI functionality where
possible;



Enhance the habitat and biodiversity value of the Bluebell Beck SINC;



Create a linking green corridor by enhancing the west side of the tributary stream that forms
the eastern boundary of the parcel, with new woodland, open space and habitat;



Provide connectivity across this tributary beck to link new residential areas with the existing
built form;



Maintain and respect the historic buildings and layouts of Stainsby Hill Farm and Stainsby Hall
Farm, through sensitive redevelopment of the former, and retention of appropriate separation
between the farms and new buildings;



Identify any hedges that are of historic or ecological importance and retain these as features
within the development, along footpath routes or forming internal boundaries, for example;



Make use of existing footbridges over the A19 and A174 to create links and circular routes
between the new development and open space to the west and south, including through
routes across the development site;



Promote access across the A19 to the Stainsby medieval village site across the A19, with new
interpretation to illustrate the link between the development area and the former village;



Maintain a functional north-south green wedge by forming new woodland and open space
along the A19, which will also provide physical separation and noise mitigation for new
housing; and



Create open spaces in such a way that users will benefit from the broad northward views over
the Tees Valley and beyond.
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Parcel H6 Hemlington Grange
Location and extents
5.25

Parcel H6 comprises a broad triangle of land between Stainton Way in the west and the B1365 in
the east. To the south are the Larchfield Community and riding stables. This parcel extends to
63 ha and is allocated for mixed-use development, including a significant number of dwellings.

Unproductive land and overgrown hedges

North-east boundary on Stainton Way

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
5.26

This parcel comprises gently undulating land sloping down to the north. It was formerly farmland
but appears to be currently unproductive, with a lack of maintenance of hedges. There are some
enclosed areas due to overgrown hedges, but generally this is an open landscape of large scale.
It is a typical area of underused urban fringe farmland, with few distinctive features and little
sense of place. Traffic noise is a feature in the north, which is also closer to existing housing, but
further south there are more intimate, rural areas. The boundaries of this parcel are marked by
dense hedges and trees that limit nearby views, though from elevated southern areas there are
long views north over the Tees Valley. There are fewer views south due to the local topography.
Historic environment

5.27

The only recorded heritage assets in the parcel are the sites of a 19 th-century farm and a 20thcentury hospital, though no part of either site remains standing. Some time depth is apparent in
the fieldscapes that appear to date back to the 18th-century, though with subsequent
modification. This parcel is considered unlikely to form part of the setting of any other recorded
heritage assets.
Green infrastructure

5.28

At present this parcel has a limited role in access networks. Although there are paths to the north
within housing areas, and a footpath along the southern boundary provides access into the
countryside, there are no links through this parcel. There is some biodiversity function in the
area, particularly the tree belts and overgrown hedges that form the outline of a habitat network.
Constraints and opportunities

5.29

As part of development of housing in this parcel, it is recommended that the following key
principles are followed:


Retain the tree belts across the south part of the site that form a firm boundary between the
development allocation and the open countryside to the south;



Seek to retain existing mature hedges, field boundary trees and shelterbelts within the site,
for their biodiversity value; for landscape structure; and for the time-depth that they lend to
the landscape;
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Identify any hedges that are of particular historic or ecological importance and retain these as
features within the development, along footpath routes or forming internal boundaries, for
example;



Build on this initial outline to develop a green network across the site, providing green links
for wildlife and people, connecting open spaces and community facilities;



Provide new open spaces for residents, sited to take advantage of northward views across the
Tees Valley;



Create links between the housing areas to the north and east, and the open countryside to
the south, linking into existing footpath networks around Stainton Grange and the riding
stables;



Create circular routes linking new development into the countryside to create recreational
opportunities for all users;



Promote routes that link the countryside with the Hemlington area, making use of the existing
green corridors that radiate out from Hemlington Lake, and including better access across
Stainton Way;



Improve access across the B1365, creating connections to the beck valleys within Coulby
Newham; and



Retain the enclosed green nature of the B1365 along the eastern site boundary.

Parcel H8 Coulby Newham
Location and extents
5.30

This large irregular parcel lies to the south of the suburb of Coulby Newham, and extends
southwards to the B1365. The south-east boundary is marked by Newham Hall and
Middlesbrough Golf Course. To the north-west is Marton West Beck. The parcel covers an area of
71 ha.

Arable farmland viewed from Rye Hill Way

Open space near Bonnygrove Way

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
5.31

The parcel slopes generally down to the north, which falls gradually or undulates gently.
Landcover comprises predominantly large arable fields delineated by hedgerows that are gappy or
overgrown. Some hedges have been removed entirely creating very large fields. A small block of
woodland is located within the centre of the parcel, and mature woodland fringes the parcel to the
east. This large-scale area adjoins existing suburban development to the west, which encloses
part of the parcel around Lingfield Farm. This suburban edge appears incomplete in places,
lending and urban fringe character to the parcel, which is also influenced by the busy B1365 to
the south. Views across the area are contained by mature trees, though there are long views
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south across the Tees valley. Views from the existing housing are generally contained by the
ground rising away from this north-western edge.
Historic environment
5.32

In the south of the parcel is a complex of 19th century farm buildings related to Newham Hall,
probably comprising the home farm and therefore an element of the designed landscape
associated with the Hall, and potentially part of its setting (see Parcel 24). The relationship
between the farm buildings, the hall, and the surrounding fieldscapes may factor in its
significance. Lingfield Farm consists of a complex of farm buildings of probable 19th century date
and is surrounded by housing development, which has altered its relationship with associated
fields. The site of a 19th century farmstead (Mount Pleasant Farm) lies at the extreme north of
parcel and, whilst there are no standing buildings at the site, it is possible that buried
archaeological assets may be present. There is some time depth in this parcel relating to
remaining 18th-century field boundaries, despite much modification in more recent years.
Green infrastructure

5.33

A single public footpath crosses this parcel from north to south, though its location at the
settlement edge means that more frequent informal access is taken across and around the fields.
Along the north-east and north-west boundary is the Marton West Beck Trail, a key route linking
the countryside with the urban beck valley and the town centre. To the south the B1365 provides
cycling access towards the North York Moors. Biodiversity value is provided by the woodland
which is characteristic of the edges of the parcel, and which has important links to the Marton
Beck valley. Woodland clumps, field margins and remnant hedges create biodiversity reservoirs
within the intensive farmland.
Constraints and opportunities

5.34

As part of development of housing in this parcel, it is recommended that the following key
principles are followed:


Retain the woodland structure around the site boundary, as well as the main areas of
woodland within the site, to form the basis for a landscape framework;



Enhance green links between these woodlands and the adjacent corridors and spaces,
particularly the Marton West Beck valley;



Where woodland structure is lacking, introduce substantial new tree belts, such as along the
southern boundary of the parcel;



Retain where possible the field boundary patterns that survive from 18 th and 19th century
fieldscapes, retaining hedges along footpaths or garden boundaries;



Retain and sensitively restore the farm buildings associated with Newham Hall, allowing the
connection between the hall, the farm buildings and the surrounding landscape to be
appreciated;



Respect the setting of Newham Hall and its designed landscape in developing proposals for
the most southerly parts of the site, giving consideration of the potential effects of housing on
views from and to the hall, and on the legibility of the designed landscape;



Provide access for all through the new development, with the provision of walking and cycle
routes in the form of a connected network;



Provide links from within the new development and existing housing across the parcel to key
recreation assets such as the Marton West Beck trail;



Promote walking and cycling access into Coulby Newham and Middlesbrough;



Enhance links to the surrounding countryside through development of circular routes and
provision of access across the B1365;



Locate open spaces to make best use of available views looking north over the parcel and
beyond; and
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Build on the biodiversity value of existing mature woodlands, creating a mosaic of habitat
types in less formal open spaces at the periphery of the parcel, that complement more formal
open spaces in areas of denser development.

Parcel H9 South of Guisborough Road
Location and extents
5.35

Parcel H9 is bounded by the A1043 to the south-east, Stokesley Road to the west, Guisborough
Road to the north and the railway line to the north-east. It borders existing housing along
Guisborough Road, and extends to 27 ha.

Hedges, arable land and trees along the A1043

Mature hedge next to Nunthorpe playing fields

Evaluation
Landscape and visual
5.36

This large rectangular parcel undulates slightly but there is little overall variation in elevation.
Large fields are separated by dense, often overgrown hedges though there are few gates in the
gateways. It is an arable area, though with some pasture and underused land on smaller
paddocks. The parcel is bounded by busy roads including a roundabout, and the railway line to
the north-east. It is an urban fringe location with limited sense of place and few visual foci.
There are few internal views due to the low lying landform, though the Eston Hills are seen to the
east. Lighting and lamp-posts are a feature in views to the south.
Historic environment

5.37

There are no recorded heritage assets in this parcel, though this does not mean that no buried
archaeology is present. There is limited time-depth in this area, though the parcel is close to the
listed Church of St Mary to the south (see Parcel 29).
Green infrastructure

5.38

A public footpath crosses the site, linking to the Church across the busy A1043 which forms a
barrier. Beyond the Church, there are further footpath links into the countryside. Playing fields
along Guisborough Road extend into the parcel, but as fenced compound contribute little to wider
GI value. The hedges and trees on site have considerable biodiversity value, particularly a very
large hedge alongside the playing fields, and link to green networks along the railway and A1043.
Constraints and opportunities

5.39

As part of development of housing in this parcel, it is recommended that the following key
principles are followed:


Retain the limited woodland structure present on site, particularly along the north-west edge
where there are most mature trees;
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Where existing mature trees are not present, create new tree belts, particularly along the
A1043 and the roundabout, to provide noise mitigation as well as visual screening of street
lighting and the elevated section of the road;



Identify sections of hedgerow with higher biodiversity or landscape value, and seek to retain
these as features within the new development, along the routes of footpaths or internal
boundaries;



Elsewhere, create new landscape structure based around high-quality open spaces both
formal and informal;



Provide habitat as part of more informal open spaces with green links that connect to adjacent
green corridors, particularly the railway line to the north-east;



Maintain the public footpath across the site, and seek to provide a more accessible crossing of
the A1043;



Add further access links between the new development, existing housing to the north, and the
countryside to the south, including creation of circular routes that link to existing paths such
as in the Grey Towers area;



Retain open views towards the Eston Hills as a key local landmark; and



Develop an appropriate response to the listed buildings and conservation area to the south.
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Appendix 2
Field Survey Sheets

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

1 Albert Park

Date:

23/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

A range of landcover on flat or gently sloping site. Includes woods, pond, amenity
grass, rough grass, tennis courts, paths. Open amenity grass west of Park Vale
Road (Clairville Common).

Condition
Very well managed and well established park. Evidence of recent refurbishments
(quality, management, vulnerability) within the park, and new tree planting on Clairville Common.

Extent
(size, scale)

Large park with extensive open areas as well as smaller scale sections. Variations
in scale.

Complexity
A range of features and elements set within a semi-regular layout typical of
(patterns, style, representativeness, Victorian urban parks. Formal and informal elements with a mix of organic and
rarity)
regular pattern. A rare feature in Middlesbrough.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

Strong sense of place, a peaceful but busy and well used park. Open active
areas for sports and more contained areas for quieter recreation. Busy roads
around the park particularly to the east, the open space outside the park is
influenced by this.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

Albert Park is a registered historic park (see historic environment)

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Important interrelationships with institutional buildings arranged around the
park, these are often glimpsed through the woodland boundaries that otherwise
enclose the park. The open space to the east is overlooked by adjacent new
housing.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Few open views into the park due to surrounding trees, though passing glimpses
across open grass areas are important to the surrounding streets. Within the
park, views include axial vistas along formal avenues as well as more informal
views across gardens and other features. There are several focal points including
the bandstand, fountain and statues.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Key views out of the park to landmark buildings in the vicinity of the park,
including the war memorial and Dorman Museum, and the fire station tower.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Woodland and other planting subdivides the park into separate sections with
glimpsed views between. Avenues form the visual link between the sections as
well as screening other views.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The park area has form boundaries marked by walls, railings and mature trees,
and the river to the east. Clairville Common has open boundaries, and reads as
a separate area to the east of Albert Park.
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Indicators of value
(importance of views)

Designed views along the main avenues, across the lake, and out to adjacent
landmark buildings.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

This parcel comprises Albert Park, a municipal park of late 19th century date
which lies in the midst of contemporary housing development. It is a Grade II
Registered Park and Garden and a conservation area. As such it is an important
heritage asset. The park also contains four listed buildings, all Grade II; a
sundial, a memorial clock, the West Lodge and South African War Memorial (a.k.a
Boer War). The park also contains unlisted lodge, the East Lodge. The park
appears to retain much of its original layout and planting scheme. The heritage
significance of the park and associated heritage assets will be a combination of
evidential, historical, aesthetic and communal values.

Extant historic character
The park appears to retain much of its original layout and planting scheme and
has a coherent historic character.
Wider context
The park sits within the housing development of a broadly contemporary date
and was designed to serve its residents. As such, it has an important functional
relationship with it, despite contrasting with it markedly in character.
Setting

The park lies in close proximity to other designated heritage assets, all Grade II
listed buildings, and is likely to form part of their setting. It is not clear the
extent which the park may factor in the heritage significance of these assets and
this would need to be assessed on a case-by-case basis.

Condition, extent and resilience
The park appears to be in relatively good condition and current use appears to be
sustaining its heritage significance.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Albert Park serves as a destination, as well as offering several through routes
from north to south and west to east. NCN Route 65 passes through the east
edge of the park.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Many recreational activities are served in the Park, including jogging, tennis,
bowls, playgrounds, and more informal recreation. It is a busy area with many
and varied users. The rough grassland and mature trees provide a major
biodiversity reserve in the city.

Few direct links to other green spaces, other than the adjacent Clairville
Network
Common. The Marton West Beck Trail begins here, running south along the
(wider local or regional relationships)
course of the beck. Northward links to the city centre could be enhanced.

Functional relationship to
settlement

Albert Park is a self-contained element set within the built up area. Clairville
Common is separate, but forms a setting to the new housing on the former
stadium site to the east.
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Parcel ID:

2 Linthorpe Cemetery

Date:

25/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Mostly flat land, occupied by a cemetery with amenity grass and mature trees

Varies from newly laid out areas with little tree cover, to older areas which have
Condition
become overgrown and less well tended. These latter are a nature reserve and a
(quality, management, vulnerability) positive feature. Tombstones vulnerable to vandalism and antisocial use,
although the cemetery is fenced and clearly managed.

Extent
(size, scale)

A large area representing a significant extent of open space and tree cover.
Areas of denser vegetation and larger tombstones create smaller scale spaces.

Complexity
Layout of the cemetery is formal and dictated by the size of grave plots. Regular
(patterns, style, representativeness, tombstones mark the pattern, which changes across the site according to the
rarity)
fashions in tombstone design prevalent when that part of the site was in use.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The area is tranquil and generally quiet, though there is traffic noise along the
northern edges.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

The cemetery is a local nature reserve.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

The cemetery is largely independent of the surrounding areas, but the mature
trees contribute to the aspect of adjacent streets including Acklam Road, Burlam
Road and Ayresome Green Lane.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Inward views are limited by the dense trees and vegetation in the south, though
the more open northern area is open and visible from adjacent roads. Views
within the cemetery tend to be linear and focused along the footpaths. Larger
tombstones, monuments and occasional buildings form landmarks within the
cemetery.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

There are no open views out of the cemetery, with views limited either by
woodland or by buildings outside the site.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Trees along the northern boundary form a filter to views, while in the south they
are a more solid buffer with little or no permeability in summer months.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Clearly demarcated by fences and railings with gates, most boundaries are also
marked by trees.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

This parcel comprises a municipal cemetery established in the 1860s, receiving
burials from 1869 onwards, and is historically one of the main cemeteries for
Middlesbrough. It retains much of the original layout of pathways and plots and
cemetery infrastructure including boundary walls and chapels. It also contains
Commonwealth War Graves and a war memorial. It contains burials associated
with numerous different faiths, and the associated different forms of memorial.
Whilst not formally included on the HER as a heritage asset, it is a heritage asset
of some local significance. Its heritage significance derives from evidential,
historical, aesthetic and communal values.
In evidential terms, the human burials contained within the cemetery would
provide archaeological evidence of the changing nature of health and disease of
the local population, and any variation between communities, and the associated
memorials will document changing practices and remembering the dead. In
historical terms, the cemetery contains the burials of many individuals notable in
the development of Middlesbrough (associative value) and allows visitors to
appreciate how the dead have been remembered over time (illustrative value). In
aesthetic terms cemeteries of this date were designed to be harmonious and
contemplative spaces and the memorials will also have been designed to
represent a certain aesthetic. In communal terms, the cemetery will be a focus
for remembering the lost relatives of the local community and for
commemoration of events such as remembrance of war dead. The cemetery lies
amidst largely contemporary urban development and this setting, aside from
allowing an understanding of why such an extensive municipal cemetery was
required at this location, is unlikely to be a major contributor to the heritage
significance of this asset.
The cemetery also contains a single recorded heritage asset, a Quaker burial
ground which lies in the northeast adjacent to Ayresome Green Lane. This is
reputed to have its origins in the later 17th century. It is of some heritage
significance due to the rarity of such long-lived burial grounds for this
denomination. The heritage significance of this asset will be comprised of very
similar elements to that of the main cemetery. In evidential terms, archaeological
evidence associated with human burials may be important in understanding any
variation in the population drawn to this denomination.

Extant historic character

As a later 19th century municipal cemetery, the parcel retains much of the
character of such spaces, such as pathways, planting and boundary
infrastructure. As such it has a coherent historic character.

Wider context

Despite some recent redevelopment (particularly on the eastern side), the parcel
lies amidst a townscape largely contemporary with the cemetery development.

Setting

The parcel lies at distance from other recorded heritage assets, including
designated heritage assets, and is unlikely to factor in their significance by any
contributions which stem from their setting.

Condition, extent and resilience

As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition
of these structures is unclear.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The cemetery is crossed by numerous walkways, and includes a waymarked
„Heritage and Health Trail‟. There are gates accessing the cemetery from all
directions.
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Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The Cemetery appears well used as a location for informal recreation, as well as
being a working cemetery. It is a Local Nature Reserve with important
biodiversity function.

The cemetery does not form part of a wider green network for people, with no
Network
direct links to other open spaces. It serves as a stepping stone area of green
(wider local or regional relationships)
infrastructure within a densely built up area.

Functional relationship to
settlement

The wooded site faces housing across the streets that surround it. It serves as a
green edge along these roads and housing areas, and is well used locally.
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Parcel ID:

3

Date:

24/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Amenity grassland over flat landscape. Sport pitches and tree belts.

Moderate to poor overall, overgrown woodland along the central woodland belt,
Condition
overgrown hedges. Security fencing and shuttered pavilions, evidence of some
(quality, management, vulnerability)
antisocial use.

Extent
(size, scale)

Medium to small areas of amenity grassland, separated by hedges that reduce
overall scale.

Complexity
Similar to many other sports grounds in the Borough. Comprising open
(patterns, style, representativeness, grassland used for football and rugby. The central woodland belt over a former
rarity)
pond (now dry) is the only unusual feature though not strongly distinctive.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

Limited sense of place, not a distinctive location. Relatively well used paths

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

The open space is set within residential area, with housing backing on to the
park. As such the open space offers little to the setting of these houses. The
area is self-contained by surrounding hedges.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

The utilitarian pavilions are the only features of note. Views look across open
amenity grass to houses or trees. Views along the main north-south footpath are
enclosed by trees.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Limited by surrounding buildings and trees. Eston Hills can be seen from the far
west of the park.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The woodland along the centre of the area subdivides the parcel visually, as do
surrounding hedges to a lesser extent.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Mature trees and security fencing form visual boundaries. Visual link to Acklam
Hall.
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Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

Recorded heritage assets within this parcel comprise a medieval fishpond, which
is a Scheduled Monument (List Entry No.1018944), and the unscheduled buried
remains of a medieval moated site. These derive from the manor house of
Acklam, a precursor to Acklam Hall.
The scheduled fishpond is now dry and has become wooded over but retains
legible as an above-ground earthwork. As a scheduled monument the fishpond is
a heritage asset of the highest significance and its heritage significance is derived
from primarily evidential and historical value. As the fishpond now lies in a
landscape much altered from that in which it was constructed and operated,
setting is unlikely to be a major contributor to its heritage significance. Any
contribution from its setting is likely to be limited to the ability to appreciate the
fishpond both as a feature related to medieval food supply and as an element of
the landscape of Acklam manor.
The moated site is shown as an earthwork on early Ordnance Survey mapping
but was apparently infilled by the early 1970s. Following construction of housing
in adjacent areas over the course of the early to mid-20th century, the majority of
this parcel has been in use as playing fields which is likely to explain infill of the
moat. The heritage significance of the moated will be primarily evidential and
historical and any related archaeological deposits that remain, including within
the area enclosed by the moat, will be an important physical document of
medieval settlement and high status dwelling. The setting of the moated site may
contribute to an extent to the significance of this heritage asset by allowing an
understanding of it as one element in the long history of manorial activity at
Acklam. This would be chiefly related to the visibility of other elements of this
activity, such as the scheduled fishpond and Acklam Hall.
In addition, the parcel overlaps the northern edge of the Acklam Hall
Conservation Area. This has at its core the Grade I listed building of Acklam Hall
(List Entry No. 1136868).

Extant historic character

Some time depth is appreciable within this parcel as both the woodland area
(referred to as North Wood on historic Ordnance Survey mapping) and the
scheduled fishpond appear to derive from the designed landscape associated with
Acklam Hall.
The remaining areas of the parcel are in use as playing fields and have
boundaries formed by their interface with adjacent housing development, as such
they have limited historic character.

Wider context

The parcel is part of an early 20th century streetscape built as Middlesbrough
expanded. The area to the immediate south is comprised of the grounds of
Acklam Hall but these too are significantly modified from their historic character,
largely as a result of 20th century and later institutional development.

Setting

As described above, this parcel forms the setting for the fishpond Scheduled
Monument and the unscheduled moated site. Such a setting is unlikely to be a
major contributor to the heritage significance of these assets but may make
some contribution to allowing an understanding of the multiple phases of activity
associated with the manor of Acklam.
As discussed above, this parcel forms part of the setting of Acklam Hall but,
owing to changes to the landscape, is unlikely to contribute extensively to the
significance of this heritage asset due to the erosion of many aspects of the
landscape associated with the house.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Condition, extent and resilience

As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition
of these structures is unclear.
This northern part of this parcel has been allocated for housing development.
This has the potential to cause direct effects to the fishpond Scheduled
Monument and will change its setting significantly, both have the potential to
negatively affect the heritage significance of the Scheduled Monument. It should
be noted that NPPF presupposes against substantial harm to a Scheduled
Monument unless outweighed by significant public benefits so meaningful
engagement with Historic England, the statutory consultee for Scheduled
Monuments, will be required to develop a feasible development proposal for this
land allocation so that harm can be managed and substantial harm avoided.
Current land-use in the south of the parcel in which the moated site lies appears
to be maintaining a stable ground condition. Any below-ground works in this
area, including drainage, have the potential to affect archaeological heritage
assets associated with the moated site.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

There is a good north-south link through the centre of the area. East-west links
are weaker due to intervening hedges and security fencing. The rugby ground to
the east is fenced and inaccessible.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Sports pitches for formal and informal use, where accessible. Moderate level of
use of footpaths.

The north-south link continues southward past Acklam Hall to the avenue
Network
(parcel 5), though the connection at Parkfield Avenue is poor. Potential to
(wider local or regional relationships)
enhance the association between this area and the hall.

Functional relationship to
settlement

Open space inset within the settlement, with housing backing on and not directly
accessible.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

4

Date:

24/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Gently sloping open space, playing fields and school to the north-west. Slopes
down to Marton West Beck and tributary beck.

Playing fields and paths in moderate to good condition, though with few trees.
Condition
School site is new and fenced and well maintained. Cycleway appears relatively
(quality, management, vulnerability) new. The area to the south is unused and overgrown with rough grassland and
regenerating woodland.

Extent
(size, scale)

The main area is large in scale, extensive and open. The regenerating woodlands
to the south is smaller in size and scale.

The pattern of the main area is set by sports pitches. It comprises continuous
Complexity
mown grass outside the school compound. The area to the south is more
(patterns, style, representativeness,
complex with overgrown hedges and young trees. There are few similar areas of
rarity)
such extent within Middlesbrough.
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

Moderate sense of place from the distinctive new school buildings, wind turbine
and views to landmark features. A quiet area away from roads, with some
movement along paths and cycleways.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

An open large scale area, though relatively self-contained. Formed of land
between the cemetery (parcel 5) and the golf course (parcel 6), and separated
from them by trees. Housing backs on to the north.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Views tend to look inward though there are few focal features. The school is a
local landmark, as is the small wind turbine. Sequential views open up along the
cycleway, and the east-west paths that link into it.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

From the elevated southern part of this area there are long views over
Middlesbrough to cooling towers and other features on the skyline. The Eston
Hills are visible to the east from western locations.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

There is dense woodland and trees along several boundaries, including the
Avenue to the west and the Cemetery boundary. To the east there is woodland
along the golf course boundary.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Strong boundaries around the western edge formed by the cemetery and avenue.
Southward less clear.
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Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted, though some wide views from paths.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

No recorded heritage assets.

Extant historic character

An area of recent land-use comprising playing fields and, in the south of the
parcel, what appears to be an area of scrubbed-over former farmland adjacent to
Acklam Cemetery. The boundary between the playing field section of the parcel
and the land to its south is formed by a historic field boundary which retains a
high degree of mature vegetation, including trees.
The western boundary of the parcel is formed by an avenue plantation along the
former main access driveway to Acklam Hall.

Wider context

The parcel lies adjacent to the historic main approach to Acklam Hall but does not
appear to have formed part of its associated designed landscape.
The parcel forms part of a section of peri-urban landscape adjacent to the builtup edge of Middlesbrough, and comprises a variety of civic and leisure uses.

Setting

The parcel, as discussed above lies adjacent to the main historic approach to
Acklam Hall and may therefore be regarded as part of the setting of this asset. It
is not clear what contribution, if any, this parcel may make to the heritage
significance of the hall or its approach.

Condition, extent and resilience

Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Cycle route forms a key north-south link through the Borough. Good links off
this route to the west to the Avenue and cemetery. School area is enclosed and
inaccessible.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Well used for formal and informal recreation. Biodiversity value in the
regenerating woodland, rough grass and becks. Potential for woodland
expansion.

Network
NCN link continues south across Ladgate Lane, leading to Maltby via parcels 16
(wider local or regional relationships) and 17, and north to Albert Park and the city centre.

Functional relationship to
settlement

Set within the settlement though not strongly integrated into it. Only adjacent to
housing in the north.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

5a cemetery

Date:

24/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Flat or gently sloping, comprises formal grounds of cemetery/crematorium and
adjacent avenue of mature trees.

Condition
Very well maintained cemetery grounds. Avenues in good condition though long(quality, management, vulnerability) term vulnerability to ageing and loss of trees.

Extent
(size, scale)

Large cemetery/crematorium grounds though scale varies according to
trees/shrub planting. Avenue long and narrow.

Complexity
Regular patterns across the cemetery dictated by burial plots. Crematorium
(patterns, style, representativeness, grounds more informal. Avenue simple and linear, and a unique feature in the
rarity)
Borough.
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

A quiet, formal area, with strong sense of place, particularly at the avenue. The
cemetery grounds have more activity.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Enclosed and self-contained grounds, with fencing/railings and formal entrance
on Acklam Road. Avenue also has a formal entrance on Acklam Road, and the
enclosed vista is aligned on Acklam Hall to the north.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Few views into the area from outside - mature trees are a feature of this part of
Acklam Road. The chapel is the focal feature in the more open cemetery area.
The crematorium grounds are more broken up by tree plantings, with sequential
views and no clear foci. Views along the avenue are focused and axial.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Outward views are limited by the mature trees that surround the area. Along the
avenue, the main view is north to Acklam Hall though there are glimpsed views
east to Eston Hills across the adjacent parkland.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Mature trees present screens to views, though with glimpses beyond. The
wooded crematorium grounds present several layers of filtering.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Well defined boundaries to the area, formed by formal railings and mature trees.
Limited visual connections other than between the Avenue and Acklam Hall.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

The avenue vista is part of the Acklam Hall conservation area.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

The only recorded heritage asset is the site of an 18th-century farmstead, Sandy
Flatts, which lies in the north of the parcel. This appears to have been abandoned
and no structures are shown at site by the time of the 1895 Ordnance Survey
mapping of the area. The site of the farmstead lies within landscaped grounds
associated with Teesside Crematorium. Should any buried archaeological remains
associated with the farmstead exist they may have some heritage significance
owing to the evidential value of such material in demonstrating rural settlement
of this period. As the farmstead and its surroundings have comprehensively
redeveloped through landscaping, setting is unlikely to contribute to any heritage
significance this asset possesses.

Extant historic character

The parcel comprises Teesside Crematorium and Acklam Cemetery. Both have
been established since the mid-20th century so lacks the historic character
associated with older cemetery sites.

Wider context

The parcel includes the historic main approach to Acklam Hall but the cemetery
areas do not appear to have formed part of its associated designed landscape.
The parcel forms part of a section of peri-urban landscape adjacent to the builtup edge of Middlesbrough, which comprises a variety of civic and leisure uses.

Setting

The parcel includes the main historic approach to Acklam Hall and may therefore
be regarded as part of the setting of this asset. It is not clear what contribution,
if any, this parcel may make to the heritage significance of the hall.

Condition, extent and resilience

Whether any archaeological heritage assets exist at the site of the Sandy Flatts
historic farmstead is unknown so no statement on their condition can be made. If
present, archaeological deposits in this area may be affected by any works
entailing ground disturbance.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The cemetery/crematorium grounds are self-contained and do not provide access
links. The avenue is a key north-south link, connecting to eastward links across
open space to the NCN cycle path (parcel 4). An east-west path runs along the
south cemetery boundary linking Acklam Road and the cycle path.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Cemetery/crematorium is a functional space in use as such, frequented by
visitors. Woodland serves as a biodiversity reservoir, and a green link along the
avenue.

The cemetery/crematorium does not form part of access networks but can serve
Network
as a biodiversity stepping stone. The southern end of the Avenue provides little
(wider local or regional relationships) onward connectivity though north there are good links to open space around the
hall and to the north (see Parcel 3).

Functional relationship to
settlement

These spaces are separate from adjacent settlement due to their formal nature
and surrounding boundary railings/fences.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

5b Nature‟s World
No access

Date:

24/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Flat or gently sloping site, comprising former visitor attraction.

Condition
Currently closed to the public – no access but from external appearance the area
(quality, management, vulnerability) is not actively maintained.

Extent
(size, scale)

Relatively small and contained.

Complexity
Comprises a single site with a former farmstead, gardens and grassland with
(patterns, style, representativeness,
paths.
rarity)
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

Unclear due to lack of public access.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted, though ponds and rough grassland likely to be a good biodiversity
reservoir.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Self-contained with surrounding mature trees that contribute to the adjacent
areas.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

None available from outside the site due to surrounding trees.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

None noted due to lack of access.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The woodland boundary provides an effective screen.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The boundaries of the area are fenced with mature trees.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted.
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

The only recorded heritage asset is the site of an 18th-century farmstead
(originally Bulmer Close Farm but known as Sandy Flatts from the late 19th
century onwards), which lies in the north of the parcel. This appears to have
remained in use as a farm until the development of the immediately adjacent
farmland in the early 1990s.
Whilst the majority of farm buildings appear to have been demolished, the
farmhouse appears to still survive: it is a two-storey brick built structure of
apparent 19th-century date and is unlisted. The former farmhouse will be of some
heritage significance, largely due to its evidential and historical value as a
physical document of past rural settlement and farming. It may also have some
aesthetic value since buildings of this period were often designed to be
harmonious in appearance and used traditional materials. As the former
farmhouse now lies within the midst of housing and recreational development, its
setting does not contribute to its heritage significance since it does not allow any
understanding of the former function of the building. Should any buried
archaeological remains associated with the farmstead exist they may have some
heritage significance owing to the evidential value of such material in
demonstrating rural settlement of this period.

Extant historic character

With the exception of the farmhouse, no time depth as visible within this parcel.

Wider context

The parcel forms part of a section of peri-urban landscape adjacent to the builtup edge of Middlesbrough, which comprises a variety of civic and leisure uses.

Setting

As discussed above, the parcel forms the setting of an unlisted farmhouse of
apparent 19th-century date but does not appear to contribute to its heritage
significance.
The parcel lies at distance from other heritage assets and is unlikely to form part
of their setting or contribute to their significance.

Condition, extent and resilience

As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition
of these structures is unclear.
Whether any archaeological heritage assets exist at the historic farmstead is
unknown so no statement on their condition can be made. If present,
archaeological deposits in this area may be affected by any works entailing
ground disturbance.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

No public access at present.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

No public access or use, though likely to have biodiversity value based on past
use.

Network
Potential to link to adjacent NCN route 65, and a footpath to the north.
(wider local or regional relationships)

Functional relationship to
settlement

Adjacent to a residential area to the west, though no direct access.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

6 Municipal golf course
No access

Date:

24/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Occupying the raised ground between the branches of the Marton West Beck. The
land slopes down steeply to the eastern branch, and there is also a general
northward slope down to the confluence of the becks. The land cover comprises
improved grassland and tree plantings typical of a golf course, with semi natural
woodland along the becks.

Condition
The golf course is actively managed and well maintained.
(quality, management, vulnerability)

Extent
(size, scale)

This is a large area of land at the centre of the „green heart‟ of open space. The
scale varies according to the woodland plantings within the site.

Complexity
The area is arranged around the fairways and greens of the golf course, which
(patterns, style, representativeness, dictate the landscape pattern. The beck valleys also define the pattern and are
rarity)
typical features across Middlesbrough.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The area has a generally weak sense of place as a typical golf course, though
there is more distinctiveness around the beck valleys and where open northward
views are available. The experience is of an actively used golf course, with some
traffic noise from Ladgate Lane.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Currently relatively open, though many of the woodland plantings are recent so
the sense of enclosure will increase over time. A self-contained area with dense
woodlands along boundaries. Interrelationships with Ladgate Lane to the south,
with the golf course forming a part of the green context to this route.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

There are views over the golf course from Ladgate Lane. Limited inward views
are glimpsed from the beck valleys. The club house and associated buildings are
the main focal point.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

There are long views north from the southern, higher part of the site, with the
Transporter Bridge and other features visible. More local views are screened.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The woodland along the beck valleys and along the western boundary screen
views, and the young woodland plantings within the golf course will increasingly
do so.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Strong boundaries to east and west formed by mature trees, dense hedgerows
and the becks. Ladgate Lane is a clear boundary to the south.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

No recorded heritage assets.

Extant historic character

The parcel comprises Middlesbrough Municipal Golf Course which appears to have
been established by the 1980s. Prior to this the land was occupied by historic
fieldscapes. Planting and landscaping associated with establishment of the golf
course appears to have removed any legible traces of boundary features
associated with the preceding fields and little time depth is appreciable within the
parcel.

Wider context

The parcel forms part of a section of peri-urban landscape adjacent to the builtup edge of Middlesbrough, which comprises a variety of civic and leisure uses.

Setting

An unlisted 19th-century farmhouse lies on Ladgate Lane, to the immediate south
of the parcel. The parcel may therefore be regarded as forming part of its setting.
Due to the removal of contemporary fieldscapes by the creation of the golf
course, it is unlikely that the parcel makes any contribution to any heritage
significance the farmhouse possesses.

Condition, extent and resilience

Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The golf course does not offer access to the general public, except for the
purposes of playing golf. It does not serve as an access link.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The area is actively used as a golf course. The beck woodlands provide a
biodiversity resource and wildlife corridors.

Forms a key wedge within the wider „green heart‟, and includes sections of the
Network
important beck valleys that form key north-south connections through the
(wider local or regional relationships)
Borough.

Functional relationship to
settlement

Little or no functional relationship to residential areas.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

7

Date:

24/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

The beck valley of Marton West Beck, flowing in a shallow channel through
relatively flat land. Extends from a confluence then meandering northward to
where the beck enters a channelized section.

Moderate condition along the corridor, there are areas of new landscaping near
Condition
The Vale in the north. Elsewhere there are open sections of beck with few trees,
(quality, management, vulnerability) and occasional signs of antisocial use further south. Unattractive security fencing
encloses the corridor in places.

Extent
(size, scale)

A long narrow corridor, rarely more than 110m across but forming a substantial
area of open space running for well over 1km. Scale is reduced further by
woodland, forming intimate pockets.

More woodland in the south creates a network of small spaces, these open out to
Complexity
form broad grass areas in the centre and north. Changing relationships to
(patterns, style, representativeness,
adjacent areas alter the pattern of the corridor. It is relatively typical of several
rarity)
beckside areas of open space across Middlesbrough.
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

Moderate to strong sense of place. A well-used corridor with linear movement
along the footpath and much cycle use. Quiet and away from traffic along most
of the length.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted, though the becks are likely to be important for biodiversity.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Integrated with settlement along most of its length, the open space provides the
setting to adjacent residential areas. Further south it becomes more selfcontained and intimate, with less direct relationship to the adjacent land uses,
particularly where these are fenced off eg the school and allotments.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Inward views are available from adjacent houses and streets in the north of the
area, less so in the south. Views along the path are linear but never extensive,
being contained by adjacent buildings and trees. There are no obvious
landmarks or visual foci, the beck itself being unobtrusive.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

From the paths within the corridor, there are few views beyond the containing
trees and buildings, and these are limited to glimpses of the adjacent housing.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Woodland contains and limits views in the southern part of the area, where
groups of trees block linear views.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Boundaries are relatively porous where they are formed by residential buildings.
Security fencing provides a harder more impenetrable boundary. The northern
area is more open with no visual boundary across The Vale to an area of planned
housing.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

The 18th-century „Devil‟s Bridge‟ is included on the Middlesbrough Local List. It
crosses the beck at the south end of this parcel, on the site of a historic route
between Acklam and Marton. The local list states that the bridge is of local
sandstone and adds character to the urban green space around Marton West
Beck.

Extant historic character

This is an area of recent land-use comprising informal public open space adjacent
to the Marton West Beck. It lies between 20th-century urban expansion on either
side of the beck and consists of those areas not formally developed for housing.
As such, limited time depth is visible.

Wider context

The parcel is an area of linear, beck-side open space between areas of recent
urban development.

Setting

The parcel appears to lie distant from recorded heritage assets and is unlikely to
form part of their setting or contribute to their significance.

Condition, extent and resilience

Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The beck is an important north-west link for people and wildlife. It connects
towards Albert Park and the town centre to the north, and southwards the beck
splits to east and west connecting various open spaces. There are many
connections into the adjacent housing in the east and west. Weaker links in the
south-east around fenced school and allotment sites.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Well used cycleway and footpaths with many cyclists and local users. Beck and
woodland provide for biodiversity

The Marton West Beck Trail follows the beck north towards Albert Park and the
Network
town centre to the north, and southwards the beck splits to east and west
(wider local or regional relationships) connecting various open spaces. This beck forms a key spine in the wider green
infrastructure network, serving several functions.

Functional relationship to
settlement

The corridor is integrated within the settlement for the most part, though more
self-contained in the south. The redevelopment of the housing near the northern
end offers opportunities for a good relationship with the corridor.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

8a (west)

Date:

24/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Land sloping gradually down from south to north, and at the west edge is formed
by the incised Marton West Beck in a steep sided small valley. Landcover
comprises allotments, schools and unproductive grassland, with woodland along
the beck

Varied condition: the school grounds are well kept with new buildings and
facilities, though there is much unattractive security fencing. The allotment
Condition
gardens externally present an unkempt appearance. The beck woodland is of
(quality, management, vulnerability)
mixed condition with some erosion. Fields to the south are unproductive with
gappy hedges and an abandoned character.
Extent
(size, scale)

A long and narrow area though divided into individual fenced areas which
separately are not large. Scale appears larger to the south where views open
out.

Series of schools with school buildings set in fenced grounds, with a block of
Complexity
allotments, pattern all dictated by function and typical of their use. The remnant
(patterns, style, representativeness,
fields to the south exhibit historic field boundary pattern, an unusual survival in
rarity)
the built up area.
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The busy Ladgate Lane can be heard to the south but otherwise a quiet area,
particularly along the beck which has a moderate sense of place, and a rural
character despite presence of nearby schools. Weaker sense of place elsewhere,
with few distinctive features.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

Biodiversity value of the beck is indicated by information boards.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

The beck and woodland separates this area from the golf course to the west.
Open space is contiguous to the east across Saltersgill Avenue, though different
in character (see parcel 8 east)

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

There are relatively few inward views to the open space, though the large Trinity
College in the centre is a focal point. A small wind turbine is also a local
landmark. Views along the beck path are very limited by dense woodland.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

From the elevated southern part of the area there are wide views across and
beyond Middlesbrough to the north, including the Transporter Bridge and other
landmarks.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Outgrown hedges in the southern fields limit local views, as do the many layers
of fencing around the schools and allotments. The beck woodland forms a visual
barrier to the west.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The beck woodland forms a strong visual boundary along the west of this area.
Woodland clumps along Saltersgill Avenue form an eastern visual boundary.
Other boundaries are less legible.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

The only recorded heritage asset within this parcel is part of the site of an 18th
century farmstead, Tollesby Farm (overlapping with parcel 8b), which appears to
have been demolished between the early 1970s and start of the 1980s. Its site is
now partially occupied by a rugby club facility. Should any buried archaeological
remains associated with the farmstead exist they may have some heritage
significance owing to the evidential value of such material in demonstrating rural
settlement of this period. Setting is unlikely to factor in the heritage significance
of the farmstead, since as it is no longer extant within the landscape any
relationship it may have had to the contemporary farming landscape cannot be
appreciated.

Extant historic character

This parcel was historically in use as farmland. The northern part and extreme
east of this parcel have been developed for civic uses (schools and allotments)
eroding much of the character associated with this. The remainder of the parcel
retains historic hedged boundaries creating some appreciable time depth.

Wider context

The parcel forms part of a section of peri-urban landscape adjacent to the builtup edge of Middlesbrough, which comprises a variety of civic and leisure uses.

Setting

As discussed above, setting is unlikely to factor within the significance of the only
recorded heritage asset within the parcel.

Condition, extent and resilience

Whether any archaeological heritage assets exist at the site of the Tollesby Farm
historic farmstead is unknown so no statement on their condition can be made. If
present, archaeological deposits in this area may be affected by any works
entailing ground disturbance.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The beck is an important element of local green infrastructure, though the path
alongside is in poor condition. It seems little used by people. East west links are
separate from the adjacent land uses and high fences make them unappealing
routes.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Much of this area is not accessible to the general public. There is informal use of
the fields in the south, which are kept mown reducing their biodiversity potential.
The beck and adjacent woodland serve biodiversity and flood alleviation
functions.

Marton West Beck is a key link in the wider Middlesbrough green infrastructure,
providing an important connection for wildlife and people and a main north-south
link. The relatively poor access along this route continues to the south, where
Network
the path emerges, unsigned, on to the verge of the busy Ladgate Lane.
(wider local or regional relationships)
Saltersgill Avenue is largely traffic free and is also a good north south link. East
west linkage is weaker though there are some paths, and the southern fields
offer the opportunity for better links and enhanced biodiversity.
Functional relationship to
settlement

This area is not directly adjacent to settlement and has limited relationship to
residential areas.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

8b (east)

Date:

24/8/16

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Large area of open amenity space and allotments, on a gentle and even northfacing slope. There is a playground and a fenced-off rugby club in the south.

Paths, fencing and other features in moderate to poor condition. Cracked paths,
Condition
overgrown hedges. Few trees. Unattractive security fencing around the
(quality, management, vulnerability)
allotments area.

Extent
(size, scale)

Very large scale expanse of open amenity grass in the west of this area, though
the eastern part is broken up by remnant hedges to form smaller spaces.

The hedges in the north-east represent remnant field boundaries, subdividing the
Complexity
space into smaller rectilinear plots. The open space to the west is continuous
(patterns, style, representativeness,
amenity grass marked out with sports pitches. Not a rare landscape, though the
rarity)
remnant field boundaries are an unusual survival.
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The area has a weak sense of place as it comprises indistinct amenity grassland.
The remnant hedges offer some sense of place around the allotments. The area
is quiet and away from roads, and there is little movement when the sports
pitches are not in use.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Plays a limited role in the setting of housing to the north and south, which
generally backs on to the open space. There is a more integrated relationship
between the open space and housing around Gleneagles Road.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

The area is overlooked from adjacent housing. In the west views extend across
an expanse of open amenity grass with no focal points. In the east there are
pavilions/club houses that form local focal points.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

In the open western area, long views open up north to the Transporter Bridge
and other landmarks, and east to Eston Hills.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

In the eastern part views are interrupted by the remnant hedges, and the dense
allotment hedge and fence blocks views.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Woodland planting along Saltersgill Avenue forms a firm western boundary to the
area. On other boundaries the edge of this area is less distinct,

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

The only recorded heritage asset within this parcel is part of the site of an 18th
century farmstead, Tollesby Farm (overlapping with parcel 8a), which appears to
have been demolished between the early 1970s and start of the 1980s. Its site is
now partially occupied by a rugby club facility. Should any buried archaeological
remains associated with the farmstead exist they may have some heritage
significance owing to the evidential value of such material in demonstrating rural
settlement of this period. Setting is unlikely to factor in the heritage significance
of the farmstead, since as it is no longer extant within the landscape any
relationship it may have had to the contemporary farming landscape cannot be
appreciated.

Extant historic character

This parcel was historically in use as farmland but has been developed for civic
uses (playing fields and allotments) eroding much of the character associated
with this. The north-east of the parcel retains historic hedged boundaries within
amenity space, creating limited appreciable time depth.

Wider context

The parcel forms part of a section of peri-urban landscape adjacent to the builtup edge of Middlesbrough, which comprises a variety of civic and leisure uses.

Setting

As discussed above, setting is unlikely to factor within the significance of the only
recorded heritage asset within the parcel.

Condition, extent and resilience

Whether any archaeological heritage assets exist at the site of the Tollesby Farm
historic farmstead is unknown so no statement on their condition can be made. If
present, archaeological deposits in this area may be affected by any works
entailing ground disturbance.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The area provides connections for people between housing areas to north and
south. East-west connections are weaker, with the allotments forming an
obstacle.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Allotments provide for food growing and form the main biodiversity interest in
the area. The woodland along the western edge also serves as a biodiversity
corridor. The area appears lightly used when the sports pitches are not in use.

The area lies within the „green heart‟ with connections to the wider green
infrastructure network in all directions. An east-west cycleway links the Hospital
Network
and railway station with Marton West Beck, though its passage through this area
(wider local or regional relationships)
has potential to be enhanced. Better connections could be made with the Marton
West Beck Trail.
Functional relationship to
settlement

Often settlement turns its back on the open space, with unappealing rear garden
fences along the boundary.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

9

Date:

24/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Large generally flat area. Sports Village at the centre, with amenity grass to
south and woodland to west. Drainage running eastward.

Recently built and installed sports centre, pitches, cycling facilities and a new
Condition
road leading to a large car park. Recent drainage/SUDS and footbridge. Amenity
(quality, management, vulnerability) space appears little used. Woodland potentially vulnerable to antisocial use,
along with the areas of vacant land nearby.

Extent
(size, scale)

Very large area. Amenity space is a vast expanse of mown grass. Other areas
broken up by woodland planting to form small scale spaces

Complex series of cycle tracks and other facilities through woodland. Simpler
Complexity
pattern around Sports Village dictated by playing fields. Variety of open space
(patterns, style, representativeness,
types within one area. The extent of semi-natural woodland is large in the
rarity)
context of the urban part of the study area.
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

Stronger sense of place around the Sports Village, though weaker elsewhere.
Woodland is a tranquil area away from roads. The eastern parts of this area,
away from the sports pitches, have very little movement, though this will
increase if the new road is joined to new development.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Generally enclosed, by woodland to the east and by mature trees around the
south edges. North edge more open with views to the hospital buildings. Not
particularly accessible from surrounding areas. The Sports Village area is selfcontained.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

The main Sports Village building is visible from Marton Road to the west. The
eastern section is not overlooked and is not visible from outside the parcel.
Woodland limits views in this part of the area, and channels views along the
road. Few notable landmarks.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Glimpses eastward to the Eston Hills and north to the Transporter Bridge. The
hospital buildings are visible closer to the north, with other edges enclosed by
trees and buildings.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Woodland along the eastern edge forms an effective visual buffer, and woodland
across the cycle tracks breaks up these features.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Strong mature tree boundaries around the southern edges of the area. Visual
connections north to the hospital and station.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

No recorded heritage assets.

Extant historic character

The area has been recently redeveloped as a sports and open space facility with
ornamental planting. The land was previously occupied by subsidiary elements of
the designed landscape associated with Marton Hall, which lay to the south of the
parcel. This appears to have been comprised of large fields separated by shelter
plantations. The two linear plantations in the central southern part of the parcel
appear to derive from these shelter plantations. As such, despite significant
change within the parcel some time depth remains visible.

Wider context

The parcel forms part of a section of peri-urban landscape adjacent to the builtup edge of Middlesbrough, which comprises a variety of civic and leisure uses.

Setting

This parcel forms part of the setting of the parkland of Stewart Park, formerly
Marton Hall, to the immediate south (parcel 10).The parcel lies at distance from
other recorded heritage assets and does not appear to form part of their setting
nor contribute to the significance.

Condition, extent and resilience

Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Existing path/cycle route across the site from Marton Road to the Hospital railway
station, and to a main north-south route on the east side of the railway. New
bridge over the drainage swale does not lead on to further connections. Poor link
south to Ladgate Lane. Footpaths through the woodland overgrown and
underused. Woodland to the east links north to open space around the hospital
site.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Sports pitches and other facilities appear well used. Otherwise the area is
sparsely used with few people. Woodland provides locally important habitat on a
green corridor along the railway. Drainage swale serves flood attenuation
functions.

Opportunity to enhance the southward connection to Stewart Park across Ladgate
Network
Lane. Planned housing to the north-west could incorporate open space tied into
(wider local or regional relationships) this area. Similarly to the south-east via Marton Avenue and across the railway
to Ormesby Park.

Functional relationship to
settlement

Limited relationship at present: where the site does adjoin settlement, this is
generally rear gardens. A more open relationship is being developed to the south
of the Sports Village. Opportunities for improvement with planned development
to the north-west and to the east at Marton Avenue.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

10

Date:

21/07/2016

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent
(size, scale)
Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

The parcel contains Stewart Park, a relatively large public park comprising areas of
open amenity grassland scattered with pockets of mature woodland and a small
ornamental lake, all crossed by paths. The parcel also contains a large car park, a
large children‟s play area, memorial garden, a museum, the Henry Bolckow Centre,
and animal enclosures.
Good condition with evidence of good management. The area near the museum
includes a well-maintained ornamental garden: the children‟s play area and memorial
garden are kept in good condition. There are some damaged areas of amenity
grassland attributed to the events held in the park, including the Cleveland Show,
however this is relatively minimal.
An area with large tracts of open amenity grassland, although the blocks of woodland
in the south provide a more secluded and intimate scale.
Distinctive large and well-established public park that is relatively unusual within the
urban area of Middlesbrough. It does share some characteristics with Albert Park
(parcel 1), located further to the north on the edge of Middlesbrough town centre.
A popular recreational area with a strong sense of place. Pockets of mature trees are a
distinctive feature of the park and give a sense of longevity and permanence. The park
is busy with large open air events, children playing, joggers, animals within the various
animal enclosures (part of the Askham Bryan College Animal Centre), and visitors to
the museum and the Henry Bolckow Centre. Although there are quieter and more
secluded areas near the woodland on the southern fringes of the park.
There are no landscape or natural heritage designations within the parcel.
The parcel is located within the urban area in the south of Middlesbrough, it is bound
by settlement to the east, south and west. To the north lies an area of playing fields.

VISUAL AMENITY

Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)
Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

There are limited views into the parcel due to the relatively flat and low lying nature of
its immediate surroundings and the abundance of mature trees that enclose the park.
Lines of mature trees screen views into the park from the A172, B1380 and The Grove.
Within the centre of the parcel the main focal point in views is the landscaped terraces
and stone steps that lead up to the museum. The terraces offer a slightly elevated
view that is focused to the north looking down the park at open amenity grassland and
pockets of mature trees.
There are limited outward views from within the parcel due the abundance of mature
trees that surround it. Long-distance glimpsed views of the higher ground to the north
of the Tees Valley are available from the landscaped terraces; however these are
largely filtered or screened by trees. The surrounding urban areas and Teesside to the
north are largely screened from views within the park. Due to the abundance to
mature trees there is limited intervisibility between the park and the adjoining Marton
Village and The Grove.
An abundance of tall mature trees that bound the parcel act as an effective screen.
Stokesley Road (A172) and Ladgate Lane (B1380) define the parcel boundary to the
west and north respectively. The eastern and southern boundary is defined by
residential gardens of the adjoining settlement edge of the Marton Village and The
Grove Conservation Area.
There are no marked viewpoints within the parcel or interpretation boards focused on
views.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
This parcel, consisting of a public park developed from a 19th century country house
and its designed landscape, contains numerous heritage assets, including listed
buildings, and is a heritage asset in its own right as a designed landscape. The
designed landscape was established in the mid-19th century by one of Middlesbrough‟s
major ironmasters (Henry Bolckow) and consisted of a country house, Marton Hall, set
within informal parkland and with a stables and kitchen garden set at some distance
from the main house. Its construction required the part clearance of the village of East
Marton, which contained the birthplace of Captain James Cook.
The park was acquired by the council in 1924 and became known as Stewart Park.
Marton Hall was largely demolished in the 1950s due to safety concerns and only the
associated loggia remains. The loggia is a Grade II listed building (List Entry No.
1139833). Three other structures derived from the parkland are also Grade II listed
buildings; the former stables range (List Entry No. 1329539), a monument to Captain
Cook (List Entry No. 1137243) and a Roman-style ornamental temple (List Entry No.
1312423).

Assets present, their likely
heritage values and significance

The wider park retains many features, such as walks, woodland planting and
ornamental ponds, from the Bolckow designed landscape amongst more recent
amenity features. The heritage significance of these assets will be a combination of
evidential, historical, aesthetic and communal values. In evidential and historical terms
the heritage assets, including the designed landscape, document and illustrate the way
in which the upper echelons of society were able to shape their surroundings into a
pleasing environment. This latter factor will also confer a significant degree of aesthetic
value. In historical terms, the heritage assets also have associative value due to their
association with figures notable in the development of Middlesbrough, such as
Bolckow, and with Captain Cook. Communal value is likely to stem both from the local
community‟s attachment to the park as a community resource and of site of the birth
of one of the town‟s most famous sons. Setting will factor into the heritage significance
of the individual heritage assets within the park, largely by rendering their origin as
elements of a designed landscape legible but also by retaining them in a
complementary and aesthetically pleasing landscape, similar to that which was
designed originally.
The parcel is also likely to contain archaeological heritage assets associated with the
landscape and settlement cleared to create the park. This includes a recorded heritage
assets, the course of a medieval road, and the site of the village of East Marton whose
extent is unrecorded. The heritage significance of these assets will be primarily
evidential and historical and derived from their ability to document and illustrate
medieval settlement and land-use and the way in which this could be erased by the
creation of the estates of the elite. The setting of these assets will provide a minor
contribution to their heritage significance, by allowing an understanding of the fact
they were erased to create the designed landscape. This is regarded as part of the
evidential and illustrative values of these heritage assets.
Small sections at the south and east of the parcel lie within the Marton Village and The
Grove Conservation Area. This is characterised by housing of mixed dates with the
historic core of the village of Marton immediately adjacent to the southwest tip of the
parcel and the remainder of the conservation area comprising housing of interwar and
mid-20th century date. The historic core of the village contains numerous listed
buildings, including the 12th century Church of St Cuthbert (Grade II*), whilst the
latter was built on land formerly within the designed landscape. It is unclear why some
sections of the park are included in the Conservation Area since they are contiguous
with the park and their character and heritage significance is, hence, the same as
described for the parkland features above, including the contribution of setting.

Extant historic character
Wider context

Despite use as a public park since the 1920s, the parcel has appreciable time-depth
due to the retention of many features, such as historic buildings, walks, woodland
planting and ornamental ponds, from the Bolckow designed landscape.
The parcel is bordered by recent housing development to the west and to the south
and east by earlier 20th century housing within the Conservation Area. To the north,
despite recent redevelopments, the landscape retains plantations associated with the
Bolckow landscaping of this area and may be regarded as related to this parcel.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Setting

The parcel forms the setting of the heritage assets lying within the parkland and will
contribute to their significance, as described above. Parcel 09 to the immediate north
forms part of the setting of the parkland.
The parcel lies in close proximity to the Conservation Area comprising the historic core
of Marton, with its concentration of listed buildings, and earlier 20 th century housing
developed on areas of former parkland. It may be regarded as lying within the setting
of these assets but it is unclear whether and to what extent it contributes to their
heritage significance. It is likely that this would vary wildly between assets and is best
assessed on a case-by-case basis.

Condition, extent and resilience

As no specific examination of the historic structures and parkland components which
constitute the heritage assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this
assessment, the condition of these structures is unclear.
The current land use appears to be sustaining the heritage significance of the assets.
Continued use of the area for public recreation, and associated wear and tear, is likely
to require regular action to maintain the condition of heritage.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

Functional relationship to
settlement

This is a large area of open publicly accessible parkland crossed by a number of wellused paths offering circular routes and through routes. A small tarmacked access road
runs east to west though the parcel connecting The Grove to the A172 and enabling
restricted vehicular access to the Henry Bolckow Centre and the museum. A tarmacked
path leads north off The Grove access road and provides access to the park and a link
north though the park for residences along The Grove and Cleveland Drive.
This is a very popular park and offers numerous outdoor recreational activities a venue
for large outdoor events. The park is generally busy with the movement of people a
distinct feature. The park also includes various other interests, including a museum,
animal enclosures, and a memorial garden. Mature woodland provides a biodiversity
reservoir and locally important habitats.
The park is relatively self-contained, but includes some links north towards the Sports
Village and Hospital via parcel 9, and south-east through the conservation area to
Parcel 14 and onward to Berwick Hills and Ormesby Park, a route signposted as the
Park-to-Park footpath. There are links for wildlife in the mature woodland that is
connected to vegetation forming a green corridor along the railway line.
The park provides a large and accessible area of amenity green space and serves a
large area settlement within the south of Middlesbrough. It includes a large car park
and is regionally important as the venue for the regionally important Cleveland Show.
The parcel is connected to the Marton Village and The Grove conservation area by
access paths and roads and has a relationship to the surrounding settlement.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

11

Date:

23/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Flat land, containing the Unity City Academy and Parkwood Pupil Referral Unit
and associated grounds and large area of playing fields, and to the north is a
smaller area of derelict land. To the west of Ormesby Road is a relatively large
block of mown grassland containing football pitches.

Well maintained school playing fields contained by tall security fencing. The area
Condition
of football pitches is in good condition surrounded by railings and a hedgerow.
(quality, management, vulnerability) The derelict land is fenced off with metal railings and contains areas of
hardstanding and overgrown grass.

Extent
(size, scale)

A block of open green space surrounded by settlement. The large area of playing
fields associated with the Unity City Academy and Southlands Leisure Centre is
open and expansive with a large scale, but is fenced off by tall security fencing.
The area of football pitches to the west is open and accessible with a large scale.
The scale reduces near the north within the smaller area of derelict land backed
by housing and large educational buildings.

Complexity
Relatively simple pattern of landcover comprising predominantly large open
(patterns, style, representativeness,
playing fields.
rarity)

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The noise of the surrounding urban area is apparent from within the parcel. The
area lacks a strong sense of tranquillity or a strong sense of place. The paths and
pitches within the school playing fields provide a sense of movement and activity.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Large area of playing fields and associated with Unity City Academy and the
Southlands Leisure Centre contained by tall security fencing. An area of football
pitches to the west that is open to the public and contained by metal railings and
a hedgerows.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Glimpsed views into the parcel are available from Ormesby Road and Penrith
Road. The distinctive shape of Unity City Academy is a landmark though the
parcel lacks any other obvious focal points.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Outward views are largely limited by the surrounding settlement, views into the
neighbouring parcel 12 and open land beyond are largely screened by lines of
trees.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Settlement that surrounds the parcel, hedgerows and lines of trees present
screens to views, though with glimpses available beyond. The tall security fencing
that surrounds the playing fields presents a layer of filtering.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Well defined boundaries formed by tall security facing and metal railings.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

The only recorded heritage asset within this parcel is part of the site of an 18th
century farmstead, Keld House Farm. This appears to have been demolished in
the mid-20th century to enable construction of a school, which was demolished
and redeveloped into the Unity City Academy in the early 2000s. Should any
buried archaeological remains associated with the farmstead exist they may have
some heritage significance owing to the evidential value of such material in
demonstrating rural settlement of this period. Setting is unlikely to factor in the
heritage significance of the farmstead, since as it is no longer extant any
relationship it may have had to the contemporary farming landscape cannot be
appreciated.

Extant historic character

This parcel was historically in use as farmland and Ormesby Road, which bisects
the parcel, is a historic routeway. Ormesby Road is now one of the main
routeways through this part of Middlesbrough and has been subject to significant
widening and upgrading, including installation of cycleways. The remainder of the
parcel has been developed for civic uses (schools and playing fields). This has
eroded all historic character associated with preceding land-use and no time
depth is apparent.

Wider context

The parcel is set within suburban development, largely comprise of housing of
20th-century date and other civic facilities such as parks and sports facilities.

Setting

The only recorded heritage assets lying in proximity to this parcel consist of the
sites of historic farmsteads which have since been redeveloped and no longer
survive above-ground. As such the parcel is unlikely to form a part of the setting
of these assets, or contribute to their heritage significance.

Condition, extent and resilience

Whether any archaeological heritage assets exist at the site of the historic
farmstead is unknown so no statement on their condition can be made. If
present, archaeological deposits in this area may be affected by any works
entailing ground disturbance.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The playing fields in the east are contained by tall metal security fencing and do
not provide access links. The playing fields to the west are open and accessible to
the public. There are no public footpaths running though the parcel, though a
footpath and cycle route runs along the north edge.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The areas of open playing fields adjacent to residential areas to the west provide
accessible open space and are an important asset to the local area.

Ormesby Road running though the parcel has pavements and forms part of
Network
access network running north-south. Links to Middle Beck corridor to the east,
(wider local or regional relationships)
but fewer links elsewhere.
Functional relationship to
settlement

The open playing fields to the west have an important functional relationship with
the surrounding residential areas, providing access and recreation.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

12

Date:

23/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Flat land, comprising the grounds and playing fields of Corpus Christi R C Primary
School, a day nursery, a block of allotments and areas of mowed amenity
grassland that line either side of a small stream running north though length of
the parcel.

Well maintained school playing fields and mown amity grassland running along
Condition
the stream. The allotments are contained behind a hedgerow and metal security
(quality, management, vulnerability)
fencing.

Extent
(size, scale)

A long narrow green corridor, but forming a substantial area of open space
running for over 1.5km through a densely populated residential area. The playing
fields to north are open with a moderate scale but fenced-off; the scale reduces
in further south as the width of the parcel narrows and is backed by housing.

Complexity
Relatively simple pattern of landcover comprising open playing fields and long
(patterns, style, representativeness, narrow stretches of amenity grassland. The busy and informal nature of the
rarity)
allotments adds complexity in the south.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The noise of the surrounding urban area is apparent from within the parcel. The
area lacks a strong sense of tranquillity or a strong sense of place. The paths
running though the parcel are well-use which, along with the school playing field,
provides a sense of movement and activity.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Enclosed and self-contained school grounds in the north and allotment in the
south both with high security fencing. Connected by a long narrow stretch of
open and accessible amenity grassland with a foot path/cycle path that follows a
small stream flowing northwards.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

The majority of this parcel is enclosed by residential housing with few inward
views from roads. Views into the parcel are available from the houses that back
onto it. Due to the narrow shape of the parcel sequential vies along the paths
running through are short, contained the surrounding residential areas. There are
no obvious visual foci within the parcel.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Outward views are largely limited by the surrounding urban area and trees
located within the parcel. Within the centre of the parcel open outward views
looking across the playing fields within parcel 11 are available.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Settlement that surround the parcel and small pockets of trees located within it
present screens to views, though some glimpses available beyond. Tall security
fencing that surround the Unity City Academy presents a layer of filtering.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Well defined boundaries around the schools, leisure centre and allotments formed
by tall security facing. Weaker and more permeable boundaries are located along
the residential areas that back onto the parcel.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

Extant historic character

Wider context

Setting

Condition, extent and resilience

There are no recorded heritage assets lying within this parcel.

This parcel comprises land that was historically in use as farmland adjacent to
the Middle Beck, which runs down the spine of the parcel. Aside from the school
and the allotment gardens, it consists of stubs of former fields that are now in
use as informal public parkland. The parcel appears to have inherited no features
from preceding land uses, such as sections of hedged field boundary, and no time
depth is apparent.
The parcel is set within suburban development, largely comprise of housing of
20th-century date and other civic facilities such as schools and sports facilities.
The only recorded heritage assets lying in proximity to this parcel consist of the
sites of historic farmsteads which have since been redeveloped and no longer
survive above-ground. As such the parcel is unlikely to form a part of the setting
of these assets which contribute to their heritage significance.
Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The primary school and allotments are self-contained and do not provide access
links. The tarmacked footpath/ cycle path running the length of the parcel is a
key north-south link in the north-east of Middlesbrough connecting several
densely populated residential areas. East-west paths also run through the parcel
connecting different areas of settlement.
The paths that runs through the parcel are widely accessible and frequently used
by foot passengers and cyclists. The areas of open amenity grassland adjacent to
residential areas provide informal spots pitches and play areas. The block of
allotments are an important asset to the local area. The biodiversity value of the
beck may be limited but has high potential.

Network
The parcel forms part of the wider access network running north-south.
(wider local or regional relationships)

Functional relationship to
settlement

The paths and parcel have an important functional relationship with the
surrounding residential areas, providing access links.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

13

Date:

23/08/2016

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Flat land, comprising the buildings and playing fields of Caldicotes Primary School
in the north, Thorntree Park towards the centre, and a relatively large area of
mowed amenity grassland and the buildings and playing fields of Ormesby School
in the south of the parcel.

Condition
Well maintained school playing fields and mown amenity grassland. Thorntree
(quality, management, vulnerability) Park is well managed with facilities in good condition.
Extent
(size, scale)

A long narrow green parcel that, along with adjoining land within Redcar and
Cleveland, forms part of a green wedge. The land in the north and Thorntree Park
have a moderate scale, this scale increases in the larger open area of amenity
grassland in the south.

Complexity
Relatively simple pattern of landcover comprising open playing fields and a wide
(patterns, style, representativeness, area of amenity grassland. The facilities of Thorntree Park add complexity within
rarity)
the centre of the parcel.
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The noise of the surrounding urban area is apparent from within the parcel. The
area lacks a strong sense of tranquillity, particularly in the north of the parcel as
the noise and movement of traffic along the A1085 is apparent. The locally
popular Thorntree Park has a relatively strong sense of place and provides a
sense of movement and activity.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Enclosed and self-contained school grounds and area of open amenity grassland
in the north. Thorntree Park in the centre of the parcel is enclosed by low metal
railings and hedgerows.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Inward views are available from Colmore Avenue in the north of the parcel.
These views look over flat land towards banks of planted trees and a small
children‟s play area. The majority of the southern area of the parcel is backed by
residential housing along the western boundary which limits inward views.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Outward views to the west are largely limited by the adjacent settlement.
Glimpsed views to the east are available, these look past occasional lines of trees
towards a skyline defined by the higher ground of Eston Moor. There are views
over rough grassland in the foreground, within Redcar and Cleveland.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Settlement that surround the parcel and small pockets of trees located within it
present screens to views, though with glimpses available beyond.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Well defined boundaries around the schools formed by tall security facing.
Weaker and more permeable boundaries contain the open amenity grassland in
the south.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

There are no recorded heritage assets lying within this parcel.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey

Extant historic character

Wider context

Setting

This parcel comprises land that was historically in use as farmland adjacent to
the Spencer Beck, which runs down the eastern edge of the parcel. Aside from
the schools, it consists of stubs of former fields that are now in use as informal
public parkland. The parcel appears to have inherited no features from preceding
land uses, such as sections of hedged field boundary, and no time depth is
apparent.
The parcel is set within suburban development, largely comprise of housing of
20th-century date and other civic facilities such as schools and sports facilities.

The only recorded heritage assets lying in proximity to this parcel consist of the
sites of historic farmsteads which have since been redeveloped and no longer
survive above-ground. As such the parcel is unlikely to form a part of the setting
of these assets or contribute to their heritage significance.
Not applicable.

Condition, extent and resilience

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The school grounds are self-contained and do not provide access links. There is a
continuous north-south cycleway/footpath through this parcel. East-west links
are largely informal, crossing the vacant land to the east of the Spencer Beck.
Thorntree Park is a popular location, clearly well used and valued by the
community. Some evidence of antisocial use in other parts of this parcel. The
Tees Link appears to be relatively well used. There is limited biodiversity value
but the parcel forms part of an important green wedge between Middlesbrough
and Eston.

The footpath through this parcel forms the route of the Tees Link long distance
Network
path linking the Teesdale Way and Cleveland Way. This is an important link in
(wider local or regional relationships) the wider access network, and the Spencer Beck corridor continues south into
Redcar and Cleveland, with onward access to Flatts Lane country park.
Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel is integrated with the edge of the settlement in this location, with a
strong relationship between the two.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

14a

Date:

23/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Undulating land, comprising a single field of grassland, some of which has been
incorporated into residential gardens. A small pocket of mature woodland is
located in the south.

Condition
The woodland includes relatively recent plantings along the A174. There are well
(quality, management, vulnerability) used and signposted paths and the area is in good condition generally.

Extent
(size, scale)

A narrow parcel that is enclosed by woodland and small in scale. It forms part of
a wider green wedge but is perceptually separate due to the railway line. Trees
and woodland further contain the space.

Complexity
Simple open field framed by woodland, becoming more complex in the south
(patterns, style, representativeness,
where the burn flows through.
rarity)

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The noise of the adjoining dual carriageway, and occasional trains, is apparent
from within the parcel though it is a relatively tranquil location due to its
intimacy. The sense of place is limited partly due to the lack of outside views.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Enclosed and self-contained area of land, bounded by rear garden boundaries
and overlooked by some of the houses. The larger gardens to the north fall
within the conservation area. To the east and south wooded transport routes
provide strong boundaries.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

There are very few views into the parcel due to the abundance of trees that line
the A174 and railway. Views into the parcel are available from the public footpath
the runs thought the south. There are no obvious focal points within the parcel.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Outward views are largely limited by the surrounding trees, railway and road
embankments.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The adjacent trees and woodlands enclose the parcel and present screens to
views, particularly along the road and railway.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Well defined and strong boundaries to the east and south defined by wooded
transport routes. The settlement edge to the west is more permeable but still
well defined.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

Extant historic character

A 19th-century railway embankment with associated arched bridge runs along the
north-east boundary of the parcel.
This parcel is an area of land which was formerly part of a historic fieldscape. Its
boundaries were defined by construction of the railway in the 19 th century and
housing and the A174 in the 20th century. The wooded area at the south of the
parcel incorporates an area of historic woodland that lay around the Low Gill
Beck. The remainder of this woodland lies in the east section of Parcel 14b. The
wooded area around the beck is the only aspect of this parcel which confers any
appreciable time-depth.

Wider context
The parcel forms part of an area of largely undeveloped land which is almost an
island within the wider built-up area of Middlesbrough. This land comprises
parkland and former fieldscapes focused on Ormesby Hall.
Setting
The parcel lies in close proximity to the parkland associated with Ormesby Hall so
may be regarded as part of its setting. It is unclear whether and to what extent
the parcel may contribute to any heritage significance of this parkland.
Condition, extent and resilience
Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The parcel is accessed via a public footpath that runs east-west through the
south of the area. Informal paths circulate around the open area to the north.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The parcel is well used for informal recreation including dog walking. The
majority of the parcel comprises grassland but the woodlands and mature trees
provide biodiversity value.

The public footpath provides important waking links between Marton and
Ormesby and forms part of a route linking Stewart Park (parcel 10) and Ormesby
Network
Hall, via a bridge under the railway. There is also a southward link under the
(wider local or regional relationships) A174, forming important connections across these barriers to access. The parcel
forms part of a wider green wedge along the Ormesby Beck, linking to the south
(parcel 14b) and Ormesby Hall park, and north along the Berwick Hills corridor.
Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel provides an important walking link between different settlement areas
but has a low functional relationship with the adjacent settlement that turns its
back on the area.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

14b

Date:

23/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

The parcel includes two sections of beck valley. The western (Cypress Road) is
shallow and comprises gently sloping public open space within a housing estate.
The eastern (Low Gill) is a steep sided incised gully, thickly wooded.

The open space is Cypress Road is well managed and in good condition.
Condition
Woodland in Low Gill is less maintained but does not appear to be damaged or
(quality, management, vulnerability)
degraded.

Extent
(size, scale)

Both sections are narrow and long. Cypress Road is more varied in extent
depending on the arrangement of surrounding houses. Low Gill is a more
continuous ribbon of wooded valley.

Complexity
Simple patterns of paths and amenity grass predominate in Cypress Road,
(patterns, style, representativeness, dictated by the pattern of adjacent housing. Low Gill is continuous woodland
rarity)
with steep topography, representative of beck valleys.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

Low Gill is an inaccessible, enclosed valley which is cut off from the surrounding
areas. The Cypress Road open space is set within a quiet residential area. The
noise of the A174 is present to the north.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

None noted.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Low Gill lies between housing to the west and new residential development to the
east. Cypress Road is inset within, and integrated with, the surrounding housing
estate. Both segments are enclosed by topography, trees and buildings.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Inward views in Cypress Road look across amenity space down to the trees that
line the beck. There are sequential views along the length of the open space.
There are no views into Low Gill due to the density of woodland.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Again, dense woodland prevents views out from Low Gill. Views in Cypress Road
are largely contained by trees and houses.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Mature trees and houses within and around these spaces filter views.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Low Gill boundaries are clearly defined by the woodland edge. In Cypress Road,
the open space bleeds into the adjacent housing blurring the boundary.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

There are no recorded heritage assets lying within this parcel.

Extant historic character

The parcel comprises land that was formerly part of fieldscapes lying between
two designed landscapes and exists in two distinct sections.
The east section is well wooded and lies around the Low Gill beck. This has
historically formed an area of woodland around the beck and has some
appreciable time-depth.
The west section comprises informal public open space with some scattered trees
and a more coherent line of trees along a beck tributary of the Low Gill beck. This
has been defined by the construction of housing and the A174 in the 20th
century and has little appreciable time-depth.

Wider context

The parcel forms a largely wooded area lying at the interface of housing and an
area of undeveloped land, largely consisting of parkland and fieldscapes, which
lies within the built-up area of Middlesbrough and focuses on Ormesby Hall.

Setting

The parcel lies at distance from recorded heritage assets and, owing to levels of
intervening development, is unlikely to form part of their setting.

Condition, extent and resilience

Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Cypress Road provides formal linear access along the beck, as well as circular
routes and connections across the corridor. Low Gill provides only informal paths
that are difficult to access.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Cypress Road area is well used for access and informal recreation. Low Gill area
is little used due to difficulty of access. Both areas provides habitats and
biodiversity in the urban context.

To the north the two branches of the beck converge and access is available north
Network
under the A174 towards Marton and parcel 14a. To the south there are links into
(wider local or regional relationships)
housing areas. There are fewer links to the east.
Functional relationship to
settlement

Cypress Road is integrated within the settlement. Low Gill forms a wooded
corridor inset within but separate from housing areas.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

15

Date:

21/07/2016

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)

Extent
(size, scale)

Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

This is an elongated narrow parcel which follows the Marton West Beck as it flows
north through the southern urban area of Middlesbrough. The parcel comprises the
steeply incised wooded valley of the beck and Fairy Dell Park. The park consists of
more open and undulating amenity grassland with pockets of planted woodland and an
area of wetland (Gunnergate Wetland). The parcel contains no built development.
The condition of the parcel and the park is generally good. Paths and facilities within
the park are well-maintained with evidence of new planting to fill in gaps in the
woodland and well-kept areas of amenity grassland. The pockets of planted trees are
semi-mature and appear to be in good condition. The numerous paths and public
footpaths running through the parcel are in good condition. The wetland within the
parcel appears well managed and has recently undergone a phase of silt and reed
removal using plant machinery.
The parcel predominantly comprises the incised wooded valley of a small beck (a dell)
and has a strong sense of seclusion with an intimate and small scale. The more open
and undulating landform of Fairy Dell Park is relatively larger in scale, although
numerous pockets of semi-mature woodland and the mature woodland that surround
the park provide a sense enclosure.
This is a well-wooded incised small valley with a complex landform and land cover and
has numerous nature conservation, cultural and recreational interests. It is a long
finger of green space that dissects the southern urban area of Middlesbrough and is
good example of the beck valleys that run through the built-up area.
The steeply incised valley landform and well-wooded nature of the parcel provides a
strong sense of seclusion and intimacy which contrasts sharply with the surrounding
urban areas. The wooded valley and wetlands have a semi-natural character with the
sounds of running water and bird song providing a relatively tranquil atmosphere. The
sound of traffic is apparent in parts which detract from the sense of tranquillity.
Movement through the dell is restricted to recreational walkers and the occasional
cyclist. Fairy Dell Park is generally busier with sounds and movement. However the
park still provides a sense of seclusion and the feeling of being cut-off from the
surrounding urban areas.
Large parts of the dell and the wetland are designated as a SINC (Sites of Importance
for Nature Conservation).
The parcel is located in the southern urban area of Middlesbrough and comprises a
long finger of green space that dissects through the urban area separating the suburbs
of Mount Pleasant and Coulby Newham with Lingfield and Marton-in-Cleveland.

VISUAL AMENITY
There are very few views into the parcel from the surrounding roads due to the steep
Inward views
sided topography and the abundance of mature woodland located within it. Views into
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
the parcel from the surrounding settlement edge are largely heavily filtered or
static or sequential)
screened by mature trees.
There are very few outward views from within the parcel due to the steep sided
Outward views
topography and the abundance of mature woodland located within it. Views of the
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
surrounding urban area from within the parcel are infrequent and are generally heavily
static or sequential)
filtered by vegetation.
Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The abundance of mature trees provides an effective visual screen.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The majority of parcel is bounded by residential gardens and some minor access roads
of the surrounding settlement edge. The far north-west of the parcel is bounded by
agricultural fields at Newham Grange (parcel 16b). The far south-west is bounded by
arable fields and areas of planted woodland.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and significance

Extant historic character

Wider context

Setting

Condition, extent and resilience

Recorded heritage assets in this parcel comprise two small ornamental lakes, a
boathouse and an ice house. These derive from Gunnergate Hall, a former country
house with associated 19th century designed landscape. The site of the hall itself has
since been developed into housing and lies outside of this parcel. The heritage
significance of these assets will be evidential and historic (as physical documents and
illustrators of a now lost parkland) and aesthetic (since they would have been designed
to be visually appealing elements of a landscape scheme).
Following demolition of the hall, its grounds were bought by the local authority. Those
areas not developed into housing, equating to much of this parcel, became an area for
public recreation.
The parcel is largely characterised by wooded, beckside areas and areas of open lawns.
These inherit some character from the preceding parkland but are heavily conditioned
by municipal landscaping of 1940s and onward date.
The parcel forms a distinct area of undeveloped land within the continuum of the builtup area of the town. As such, it has limited relationship in historic terms to its
surroundings.
As discussed above, this parcel contains heritage assets derived from a former
landscape parkland associated with Gunnergate Hall and forms the setting of these
assets.
Whilst designated heritage assets relating to Gunnergate Hall survive outside of the
parcel, the parcel does not appear to form an element of their setting due to the
degree of modern housing development which now intervenes between. This would be
to verified by a formal setting assessment for any proposed developments in the
vicinity of the parcel.
No specific examination of heritage assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of
this assessment, so their condition is unclear.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

Functional relationship to
settlement

Fairy Dell Park is crossed by a number of paths. The Marton West Beck Trail public
footpath runs the length of the parcel and comprises a well-used self-binding gravel
path. Footpaths through the parcel are generally well-maintained and regularly
signposted. There are no roads running within the parcel although it is split by the
A174, Gunnergate Lane and Stainton Way. Travel though the parcel is restricted to
recreational walkers and occasional cyclists.
The parcel has a high recreational value and includes numerous recreational, cultural
and nature conservation interests. These include; children‟s play areas; outdoor fitness
apparatus (the Fairy Dell Trim Tail); art installations and wooden sculptures; ornately
carved wooden benches (Fairy Stats); and the Gunnergate Wetland conservation area
and wider SINC. The parcel includes numerous sign boards proving information on
biodiversity interests. The area is relatively busy and well-used, especially the open
amenity grassland of Fairy Dell Park. The pace of movement though parcel is typically
that of recreational walkers.
The parcel provides an important green artery through southern urban area of
Middlesbrough. It encompasses the Marton West Beck Trail which runs from
Middlesbrough Golf Course (parcel 25) in the south through to Albert Park (parcel 1) in
the north. There are numerous entrance points into the parcel which allow network of
footpaths and well-maintained bridges over the beck to be used as important links
between the areas of settlement to the east and west.
The parcel serves a large area of settlement in the south of Middlesbrough. Fairy Dell
Park is widely accessible and has good parking facilities allowing it to be used by a
broad area. The parcel is also connected via the Marton West Beck Trail to Albert Park
and Middlesbrough Town Centre. Fairy Dell Park has numerous entrances and is widely
accessible from the neighbouring settlement.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

16a

Date:

25/08/2016

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)
Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent
(size, scale)
Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

This is an elongated narrow parcel which follows a small beck as it flows north through
the southern urban area of Middlesbrough. The parcel comprises the incised wooded
valley of the beck, small pockets of amenity grassland and a small play area. The
parcel contains no built development.
The condition of the parcel is generally good. The path running along the northern
boundary of the parcel is well maintained and in good condition. There is some
evidence of anti-social behaviour within the play area.
The parcel predominantly comprises the incised wooded valley of a small beck (a dell)
and has a strong sense of seclusion with an intimate and small scale.
This is a well-wooded incised small valley with a relatively complex landform. Further
south it is less incised and less wooded.
The steeply incised valley landform and well-wooded nature of the parcel provides a
sense of seclusion and intimacy in parts which contrasts with the surrounding urban
areas. The sound of traffic is apparent in parts which detract from the sense of
tranquillity. Movement through the parcel is restricted to recreational walkers and the
occasional cyclist.
The majority of the incised valley in the north of the parcel are designated as a SINC
(Sites of Importance for Nature Conservation).
The parcel is located in the southern urban area of Middlesbrough and comprises a
long finger of green space that dissects through the urban area separating parts of
Coulby Newham. The wooded nature of the incised valley provides a sense of
enclosure.

VISUAL AMENITY
There are very few views into the parcel from the surrounding roads due to the steep
Inward views
topography and the abundance of mature woodland located within it. Views into the
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
parcel from the surrounding settlement edge are largely filtered or screened by mature
static or sequential)
trees.
There a very few outward views from within the parcel due to the steep topography
Outward views
and then the abundance of mature woodland located within it. Views of the
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
surrounding urban from within the parcel are infrequent and are generally heavily
static or sequential)
filtered by vegetation.
Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The abundance of mature trees provides an effective visual screen.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The majority of the parcel is bounded by residential gardens and some minor access
roads of the surrounding settlement edge. The north-east of the parcel is bounded by a
cycle/footpath backed by the small pastoral fields within Newham Grange Country
Farm (parcel 16b).

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and
significance
Extant historic character

No recorded heritage assets.

The parcel consists of amenity land around a beck, which is a tributary of the Marton
West Beck to the north, at the edge of a housing estate. There is a high degree of
woodland within the parcel with some open areas of amenity grassland. The woodland
is of historic origin, with woodland shown around the beck on early Ordnance Survey
mapping, but its extent has increased since construction of the adjacent housing. As
such, the woodland confers some appreciable time-depth to the parcel.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Wider context

Setting

Condition, extent and
resilience

The parcel sits within the built-up area and is one of few stretches of undeveloped land
in this part of Middlesbrough. As such it provides some contrast to the surrounding
recent townscape.
The parcel lies in proximity to both designated and undesignated heritage assets.
Owing to levels of development in this area it is unclear whether the parcel would be
regarded as falling within the setting of these assets and, if so, whether it would
contribute to their significance.
Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)
Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)
Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel is crossed by a number of footpaths and a tarmacked cycle path, part of the
Marton West Beck Trail, runs along the northern boundary. The paths through the
parcels provide an important north-south and east-west links connecting different
areas of settlement within the south-west of Middlesbrough. There are no roads
running within the parcel although it is split by the Newham Way road. At its southern
end it has a direct link to the Coulby Newham shopping centre.
The parcel has some recreational value and includes a small play area and pockets of
open amenity grassland. The pace of movement though parcel is typically that of
recreational walkers. The parcel includes a SINC and is of habitat importance as a
green corridor.
The parcel provides an important green artery through southern urban area of
Middlesbrough. It encompasses the Marton West Beck Trail which runs from
Middlesbrough Golf Course in the south through to Albert Park in the north. The parcel
also provides access to the Newham Grange Country Farm, an important attraction in
Middlesbrough. The Sustrans cycle route 65 runs along the western boundary.
The parcel serves a large area of settlement in the south of Middlesbrough. The parcel
is also connected via the Marton West Beck Trail to Albert Park and Middlesbrough
Town Centre.
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Parcel ID:

16b

Date:

24/07/2016

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)
Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent
(size, scale)
Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Gently undulating landscape, on a low rise. Comprises Newham Grange farm and
associated fields.
The area is an active farm and tourist attraction, and in the main appears well
maintained. The farmland landscape is intact with few intrusive elements. The
farmhouse is empty and boarded up. Potentially vulnerable to anti-social use.
A relatively small area in extent but open in nature and moderately large in scale.
Simple pattern of rectilinear fields, with a dense cluster of farm buildings and gardens
at its heart.
Affected by road noise from the A174 going by, but nevertheless a relatively tranquil
area and unusually rural in character given the urban context. The ridge-and-furrow in
the western areas give a sense of time depth to the rural landscape.
None noted
The area is bordered to the north by the busy A174 and by housing to the south. Beck
valleys lie to east and west. The area represents an island of farmland within the built
up area.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Views into the area look up the slope towards the cluster of farm buildings. The wind
turbine and a mast by the A174 draw the eye, as do feature trees including a large
cedar.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are few outward views due to the surrounding trees and houses.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The trees at the centre of the site screen views across the area as a whole. Hedges
and field trees filter views locally.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)
Indicators of value
(importance of views)

Clear boundaries formed by woodland planting along the A174 and the beck valleys.
None noted.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and
significance

The only recorded heritage asset in this parcel is a historic farmstead, Newham Grange
Farm. The farmstead is reputed to be of 18th-century date and consists of a complex of
historic farm buildings, none is listed. The farmhouse appears to not be in active use at
present whereas the ancillary buildings, as with the remainder of the parcel, are
currently in use as a farm visitor attraction The heritage significance of these
structures will be primarily evidential and historical but aesthetic value may also factor
as buildings of this state are often harmoniously composed and laid out due to the use
of a palette of traditional and complementary materials and styles. There has been
some alteration to its associated fieldscapes, largely associated with construction of
the A174, so whilst setting may factor in its significance, it may not factor particularly
strongly.
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The parcel also appears to contain unrecorded heritage assets, in the form of areas of
medieval ridge and furrow, visible as surviving earthworks within the enclosed fields.
The heritage of significance of these will be primarily evidential and historical as
physical documents and illustrators of the common farming methods which were
extinguished enclosure movement. The setting of this ridge and furrow, within fields
likely to have been created as part of the enclosure movement, will contribute to this
significance by demonstrating the nature of farming practices which superseded them.
Extant historic character

Wider context

Setting

Despite truncation of fieldscapes by the construction of the A174, the parcel retains a
historic field layout, including well vegetated hedged boundaries, and earthworks of
medieval ridge and furrow. The combination of these confers substantial time-depth as
agricultural practices dating back several hundreds of years are evidenced by this
combination.
The parcel forms and undeveloped island within housing development and is in strong
contrast to this, being one of the few visibly historic areas within its environs.
The parcel forms the setting for the undesignated heritage assets which lie within it. As
discussed above, the setting contributes to an extent and significance of these assets.
The only other recorded heritage assets lying in proximity to the parcel are the sites of
historic farmsteads which have been subsequently redeveloped. As such, the parcel is
unlikely to form part of the setting or contribute to the significance of these assets.

Condition, extent and
resilience

As no specific examination of the heritage assets within this parcel was undertaken as
part of this assessment, their condition is unclear.
Ridge and furrow is generally susceptible to damage by modern ploughing and may be
destroyed by other ground works.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)
Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)
Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)
Functional relationship to
settlement

The site is a paid visitor attraction with controlled access. A loop path circles the area
and is freely accessible providing circular routes for local users.
The farm appears to be a sustainable attraction. It provides a valued rural open space
of distinct character, providing a range of habitats as well as educational opportunities.
The parcel provides a key green link between beck valleys to east and west, with
connectivity for people and wildlife. The beck valleys provide onward connections to
the „green heart‟ to the north, and south to Coulby Newham and the countryside. The
Sustrans cycle route passes the west edge of the space.
This parcel is perceptually separated from the settlement to the south, and physically
separate on other sides.
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Parcel ID:

17

Date:

24/07/2016

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)
Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent
(size, scale)
Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Irregular, undulating parcel surrounding an artificial lake. Natural watercourse flowing
to the north has been dammed to form the lake. Occasionally steep slopes up to the
adjacent housing.
Well maintained area in excellent condition around the lake. Some peripheral areas
are slightly less well kept.
Moderately large central area, with narrow fingers of green space reaching into
adjacent housing estates.
A complex area arising from undulating and irregular topography, and the organic form
of the lake and associated paths.
Strong sense of place based around the lake and associated trees and decorative
features. Sense of community ownership of the space, which is well used and busy.
None noted
Integrated with surrounding housing estates which are of similar era to the open
space.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)
Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

The lake is the focal point, with trees and an island. Paths arranged to offer views
across the water. The area is not directly overlooked from adjacent roads but is seen
from residential areas.

Limited outward views due to the landform, surrounding trees and housing.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Dense mature trees form screens in the central part of the area, and along the beck to
the north. Other mature trees filter views around the space.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)
Indicators of value
(importance of views)

Boundaries tend to be permeable, reflecting the integration of open space with
surrounding residential development.
None noted

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and
significance
Extant historic character

None recorded.
The parcel comprises a mix of land uses with the majority of it made up by the
Hemlington Lake and Recreation Centre whilst the extreme east consists of land
associated with schools. The area was developed in the 1980s from historic fieldscapes
and retains no features from the preceding rural landscape and no time-depth is
appreciable.

Wider context

The parcel sits within a modern urban landscape and, whilst it contrasts with this, this
is not due to historic character.

Setting

The parcel lies immediately east of a group of listed buildings associated with
Hemlington Hall (both Grade II) and will form part of their setting. Owing to the total
transformation of the landscape associated with the hall, it is unclear whether it setting
contributes to its significance and the role of the parcel within this is, therefore, also
unclear.
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Condition, extent and
resilience

Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)
Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)
Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)
Functional relationship to
settlement

The area includes a number of well used routes that cross the space, linking adjacent
housing areas. It is adjacent to the local shopping centre and social club.
The area includes the fishing lake that is clearly popular with anglers, and school
grounds to the south-east. The lake and trees/woodland have high biodiversity
function.
There are northward links along the Bluebell Beck to further linear open spaces (parcel
18) which lead to the green wedge at the A19. The signposted cycle route 65 runs
north through Coulby Newham and the „green heart‟ area towards the town centre,
and also south-west to Thornton and Maltby. Public footpaths pass through the area,
making it an important node in the local GI.
The open space is integrated within development, with a central area linking into the
surrounding housing via a number of fingers of open space.
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Parcel ID:

18

Date:

24/07/2016

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)
Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent
(size, scale)
Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Comprises the Bluebell Beck corridor, and a tributary to the south. Both are incised
narrow valleys, the southern more narrow. Landform slopes down to the occasionally
meandering beck, flanked by riparian trees. Landform opens out where the streams
converge.
The beck valley landscape is in excellent condition, and is well managed and cared for.
There are few signs of any antisocial use, and the landscape is clearly well used and
valued. Signs advertise a local friends group.
Though narrow, the beck valley is long and continuous. It broadens out near the
confluence, though elsewhere feels quite enclosed.
A simple pattern dictated by the slope of the valley, and the offset of development
from the watercourse. Irregularity is introduced in the meanders of the becks and
informal woodland plantings alongside.
A quiet area, with vehicles passing over the valley and visually separate. The area is
quiet and feels secluded due to its low lying form. There is movement of people using
the space, walking up and down the length of the corridor.
Aforementioned Friends of Bluebell Beck group. A SINC downstream from Trimdon
Avenue.
Enclosed within sloping landform, that is flanked at the top by housing development.
This frames the main valley, though the southern branch is open on one side to
farmland, though this is a housing allocation. Open space occasionally extends into
surrounding estates.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Views look down into the beck valley, with the woodland along the beck forming the
visual focus. There are linear views along the corridor where the beck is straight, but
where it meanders the views are more limited.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

The corridor is largely contained by adjacent housing that stands on elevated ground
to either side. On the western side there are some views over the adjacent farmland
though again largely limited by landform. The farm buildings at Stainsby Hall are
visible on the skyline in some views.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)
Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)
Indicators of value
(importance of views)

The woodland and scrub along the beck forms a visual screen. Roads that cross the
valley on embankment also limit linear views.
Garden boundaries along the edge of the corridor form a clear boundary to this parcel,
though the western boundary along the open farmland is more open.
None noted

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and
significance
Extant historic character

There are no recorded heritage assets lying within this parcel.

Wider context

The parcel lies at the interface of housing and undeveloped rural land.

Setting

The parcel lies in proximity to the sites of historic farmsteads of 18 th to 19th century
date. These have largely been redeveloped and, though the parcel may form part of
the setting of these assets it is unlikely that it will contribute to their heritage
significance.

The parcel comprises undeveloped land lying around the Blue Bell Beck and its
southern tributary which now lies at the fringe of the built-up area. It was formerly and
area of fieldscapes of 18th to 19th century origin and some features have been inherited
from this preceding land-use lying. These comprise the area of woodland (West
Plantation and Askham Whin) and the short stretches of hedges, derived from former
field boundaries, which run perpendicular to the becks. These elements enable some
understanding of the preceding rural landscape and some appreciable time-depth.
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Condition, extent and
resilience

Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)
Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)
Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)
Functional relationship to
settlement

Bluebell Beck forms a linear corridor with continuous footpaths along the beck, and
with links into the adjacent housing areas.
Well used paths, clearly a locally valued space. Biodiversity value along the beck and
associated trees and woodland, particularly the SINC at the downstream end of the
parcel.
Forms a branch of the wider green wedge that follows the A19, bringing the GI
network into the heart of this residential area. There are onward footpath links south
to Hemlington Lake and beyond.
Inset corridor within the settlement. With allocated housing land to the west the
importance of this corridor will be increased as it will serve further residential areas.
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Parcel ID:

19

Date:

25/08/2016

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)
Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent
(size, scale)
Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

This parcel occupies a long narrow stretch of land between the western settlment edge
of Linthorpe and the A19. Land within the parcel is generally flat comprising areas of
amenity grassland with sports pitches and belts of planted woodland and shrubs
The amenity grassland and planted woodland appear to be in reasonable condition with
mown grass. The settlement edge detracts from the quality in parts and an unfinished
housing development and unattractive area of derelict land lies adjacent to the parcel
in the north. A small area of derelict hardstanding in the north of the parcel is
overgrown with young trees and shrubs.
An elongated narrow parcel of land, no more than 250m across, set between the A19
dual-carriageway the western settlement edge of Linthorpe. The open areas amenity
are moderate in scale, this scale reduces near the woodland creating intimate pockets.
The pattern of the majority of the area is defined by irregular woodland/scrub planting
within amenity grassland. Areas of planting and the SINC to the north are more
complex with shrubs and young trees. There are areas of similar character across
settlement edges and incidental space within Middlesbrough.
The area a relatively weak sense of place with few distinctive features. The movement
and noise of traffic along the A19 is apparent, with the parcel lacking tranquillity.
A small pond surrounded by woodland is designated as a Site of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINC).
The parcel occupies an elongated narrow strip of land between the A19 and settlement
edge of Linthorpe. It comprised a series of self-contained wedges of amenity grassland
with tree and shrub planting. Housing backs onto the majority of the parcel to the
east, in the north the eastern boundary lies adjacent to an area of derelict land cleared
for new housing.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)
Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Views into the parcel from the A19 are largely screened by road embankments lined
with trees. Open views into the parcel are available from the adjacent derelict land and
nearby housing, these views look over flat amenity grassland towards the banks of
trees. The parcel contains no obvious landmarks of focal points.
There are few long outward views from within the parcel due to its relatively low-lying
topography and the visual containment provided by the A19 and settlement edge.
Views glimpsed of traffic and streetlights along the A19 are apparent from within the
parcel.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The road embankments and trees to the west screen views.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)
Indicators of value
(importance of views)

The A19 and settlement edge provide strong boundaries. The derelict site provides a
less clear boundary.
There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and significance

The only recorded heritage assets are a short section of medieval boundary ditch and
the site of a 19th-century farmstead, Marsh House, which lies in the north of the parcel.
The farmstead appears to have been demolished in the mid-20th century after the
surrounding fields were converted into allotments. A clubhouse for the allotments was
erected at the site of the farmhouse but this has also since been demolished. The site
of the farmstead lies within waste ground adjacent to the junction of the A66 and A19.
Should any buried archaeological remains associated with the farmstead exist they
may have some heritage significance owing to the evidential value of such material in
demonstrating rural settlement of this period. As the farmstead and its surroundings
have been comprehensively redeveloped through construction of major trunk roads
and housing, setting is unlikely to contribute to any heritage significance this asset
possesses.
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Extant historic character

Wider context
Setting

The parcel is an area of informal public open space with some recent plantations and
was formerly part of a continuum of historic fieldscapes. These fieldscapes were
removed lost from the landscape as the surrounding area was developed for housing,
transport and commercial purposes. The parcel does not appear to retain any features
from the preceding rural landscape and no time-depth is appreciable.
The parcel sits within a modern urban landscape and is coherent with this character.
As discussed above, the parcel forms the setting for a historic farmstead site but is
unlikely to contribute to its heritage significance.
The parcel lies at distance from other recorded heritage assets so is unlikely to be
considered part of their setting factor into their significance.

Condition, extent and resilience

Not applicable.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)
Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel is crossed by a number of paths providing north-south link to different parts
of the settlement edge to the east. A path runs though north of the parcel connecting
Linthorpe to the Teesside Shopping Park, crossing over the A19.
The centre of the parcel is actively used as open recreation ground. It is widely
accessible to the neighbouring settlement providing an area of outdoor green space.
There are no roads running though the parcel although glimpsed views of traffic along
the A19 provide a sense of movement. The SINC has habitat value and the roadside
planting forms a green corridor for wildlife in this built up area.
Forms part of a green finger of land separating Middlesbrough and Teesside. The paths
running though the parcel provide important north-south and east-west links between
settlement areas.
The parcel lies adjacent to Linthorpe and has a strong functional relationship with the
neighbouring residential areas to the east.
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Parcel ID:

20

Date:

25/08/2016

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)

Extent
(size, scale)

Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

This parcel occupies a long narrow stretch of land between the A19 and the western
boundary of Middlesbrough. The land within the parcel slopes gradually west into the
small valley of the Stainsby Beck. Landcover varies between mature deciduous
woodland in the south and open arable farmland and horse paddocks in the north. Built
development is limited to buildings associated with Stainsby Grange Farm, which
includes an equestrian centre.
The south of the parcel comprises thick mature woodland that is in generally good
condition. Part of the north comprise intensive arable fields bound by weak hedgerows.
The area of land around Stainsby Grange Farm contains the site of the medieval village
of Stainsby. Though the outline of the village can be perceived in the landform, the
fields within which it is located are actively used as horse paddocks, with few obvious
indicators of the remains.
An elongated narrow parcel set between the A19 dual-carriageway and western border
of Middlesbrough. The woodland to the south is enclose and has a small scale. The
areas to the north have a larger scale with open arable fields and paddocks.
The farmland to the north is typical of the urban fringe of Middlesbrough and
neighbouring Teesside. The wooded beck valley that defines the pattern to the south
is also characteristic feature across Middlesbrough. The site of the medieval village of
Stainsby is a rare feature within Middlesbrough and adds complexity and historical
interest to the parcel.
The movement and noise of traffic along the A19 is apparent with the parcel lacking
tranquillity. The historical interest provided by the medieval village provides a sense of
place and time depth within the centre of the parcel, although this is relatively weak in
other areas, being reduced by the presence of the road.
There is a small SINC covering woodland along Stainsby Beck in the south of the
parcel.
The parcel occupies an elongated narrow strip of land between the A19 and the
western boundary of Middlesbrough, defined by the Stainsby Beck. The parcel lies
adjacent to settlement located within Thornaby-on-Tees to the west, although the
incised wooded valley of the beck separates the parcel to the settlement edge. The
south of the parcel contains mature deciduous woodland with a strong sense of
enclosure, the north comprises open farmland and horse paddocks.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Views into the parcel from the A19 are partially screened and filtered by trees and low
road embankments, although there are stretches where more prolonged views into the
parcel are available. Views in to the parcel from the settlement edge to the west are
largely screened by woodland that lines the Stainsby Beck. The parcel contains no
obvious landmarks or focal points, other than farm buildings.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are few long outward views from within the parcel due to its relatively low-lying
topography and the visual containment provided by the A19 and woodland. Views of
traffic and streetlights along the A19 are apparent from within the parcel.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The road embankments and trees to that bound the east screen views as does
woodland located along the Stainsby Beck.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The A10 and Stainsby Beck provide strong boundaries.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
Recorded heritage assets in this parcel comprise the remains of the medieval village of
heritage values and significance Stainsby (a scheduled Monument - List entry Number: 1016352) and the historic
farmstead of Stainsby Grange. The remains of the medieval village of Stainsby lie
between the A19 and the Stainsby Beck in the centre of the parcel. They consist of
buried archaeological and above-ground earthwork remains associated with the village.
As a scheduled monument they are designated heritage asset of the highest
significance. Its heritage significance will be chiefly evidential and historical, as
physical documents of illustrators of both medieval settlement and later rural
depopulation, but there may be some aspect of aesthetic value. The setting of the
scheduled monument is likely to factor to an extent in its significance.

Extant historic character

Wider context

Setting

Stainsby Grange, whilst recorded as of 18th-century date by the HER, appears to be
the only remaining farmstead from the earlier medieval village. There has been
extensive modern expansion at the farmstead but some historic buildings of 18th
century date appear to survive. The heritage significance of these structures will be
primarily evidential and historical, as physical documents and illustrators of past rural
housing and farming practices. There may also be aesthetic aspects to significance, as
buildings of this period are often visually pleasing due to a combination of factors, but
this will be a lesser aspect within the heritage significance.
This parcel forms a sliver of largely undeveloped land between the Stainsby Beck and
the A19. As such it has a very mixed character, comprising a wooded area at the south
and stubs of historic fieldscapes in the centre and north. Only the fieldscapes have any
historic character, containing important traces of past land use in the form of
earthworks related to medieval conservation and also hedges related to fieldscapes of
post-medieval and later date.
The parcel is part of a continuum of modernised, but historic, fieldscapes which
characterise the undeveloped slivers of land along stretches of the A19. It has little
relationship to immediately adjacent areas of modern housing and industrial
development on the fringe of Thornaby-on-Tees and Ingleby Barwick.
The setting of the scheduled monument is likely to factor to an extent in its
significance. This is largely related to the presence of a visible relationship between the
failed settlement and the only part of it to survive in use as a farm (Stainsby Grange).
Other elements of its setting, such as the A19, do not contribute to significance.
Similarly, the setting of Stainsby Grange will factor to an extent significance due to this
legible relationship with the failed medieval village adjacent to it. Other elements of its
setting, such as the A19 do not contribute to significance.

Condition, extent and resilience As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition of
these structures is unclear.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The parcel is crossed by a number of public footpaths connecting the settlement edge
of Middlesbrough with Teesside, crossing the A19. A public footpath runs along the
Stainsby Beck connecting Teesside Park with Stainsby Grange Farm and the site of the
Medieval village.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The centre of the parcel is actively used as an equestrian centre. The Stainsby Beck
woodlands provide a biodiversity resource and wildlife corridors.

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

Functional relationship to
settlement

Forms part of a key green wedge separating Middlesbrough and Thornaby-on-Tees,
and includes a beck valley that from an important north-south connection along the
eastern settlement edge of Teesside. The footpath running east west through the
parcel provides important links between Middlesbrough and Teesside: enabling foot
traffic to cross the A19; and the north of the parcel contains the vehicle access to
Stainsby Hill, located across the A19 to the west.
The parcel lies adjacent to the settlement edge of Thornaby-on-Tees, though not
strongly connected and has little functional relationship with residential areas on either
side of the A19.
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Parcel ID:

21

Date:

25/08/2016

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

This parcel contains an area of relatively flat farmland located on the southern fringe of
the Tees Valley. It occupies a wedge of land between the A19 and A174 dual
carriageways and the B1380. The Stainton Beck runs thought the south of the parcel
and is lined with riparian woodland. Landcover comprises relatively large arable fields
and some smaller areas of grazing land near the beck and an area of planted semimature woodland to the east. Field boundaries are formed of hedgerows with
hedgerows trees and are remnant in places. Built development includes the large
farmstead of Stainton Vale, a smaller farm in the south and a large hotel complex in
the north-east.

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)

The parcel is predominantly intensively farmed arable land contained by hedgerows
that are gappy and in poor condition in places. Woodland that lines the Stainton Beck
and the intact avenue of mature trees leading to Stainton Vale are attractive landscape
features within the parcel.

Extent
(size, scale)

An area contained by dual-carriageways and comprising predominantly large open
arable fields with a relatively large scale. The incised valley of the Stainton Beck and
woodland that lines it reduces the scale creating intimate pockets.

Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

This is a typical area of farmland found in the urban fringe of Middlesbrough. It has a
similar land use and landform to the neighbouring parcel 22 and surrounding areas of
open farmland, and has few distinctive features, other than the avenue of mature trees
leading to Stainton Vale. The wooded beck valley that defines the landscape pattern to
the south adds complexity, but is a typical feature across Middlesbrough.
The movement and noise of traffic along the A19 is apparent within the west of the
parcel and detracts for the rural setting. The A174 to the north is largely screened by
the road embankments lines with trees, although noise of traffic is apparent in the
north of the parcel. The parcel is prominently open farmland but lacks tranquillity or a
strong sense of place.
There is a SINC covering the banks of the Stainton Beck in the south-west of the
parcel.
The parcel is located in the far south-west of Middlesbrough, separated from the
settlement edge to the east by land allocated for housing. It is an area open farmland
contained by large roads set on the northern edge of the open countryside between
Middlesbrough and the North York Moors.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)
Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)
Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)
Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)
Indicators of value
(importance of views)

Views into the parcel from the A19 and B1380 are limited to occasional glimpses by
roadside hedges and trees. Views into the parcel from the A174 are screened by large
road embankments lined with trees. There are no obvious landmarks of focal points
within the parcel, although the avenue frames a vista to Stainton Vale.
There are few long outward views from within the parcel due to its relatively flat
topography and the visual confinement provided by the surrounding roads. Views of
the streetlights along the A19 are apparent from the west of the parcel.
The road embankments and trees to the north and west screen views. Hedgerows that
line the B1380 partly screen views to the south and east. Lines of trees within the
parcel screen internal views across the parcel.
The roads that surround the parcel form strong boundaries to contain the parcel.

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
Recorded heritage assets in this parcel comprise two historic farmsteads, Stainton Vale
heritage values and significance and Plum Tree Farm, and associated historic buildings. These are set within planned
fieldscapes of apparently 18th-century date which have seen some alteration. Neither
farmstead has been appraised in detail as part of this assessment and the comments
below are based upon Historic England information, HER data, readily available historic
mapping and professional judgement.
Stainton Vale consists of a farmhouse and ancillary buildings, including dovecotes,
stables and a courtyard complex containing a granary. Buildings are of 18th to 19th
century date. The farmhouse and dovecotes (including connecting outbuilding) are
Grade II listed buildings (List Entry nos. 1312282 & 1139815). The listing description
for both assets unusually mentions that the other outbuildings, lying to the south and
west, are not of special interest (i.e. do not merit listing). The heritage significance of
the listed structures will be primarily evidential and historical, as physical documents
and illustrators of past rural housing and farming practices, and this will be the primary
reason for designation of those which merit listing. There may also be aesthetic
aspects to significance, as buildings of this period are often visually pleasing due to a
combination of factors but this will be a lesser aspect. As the farmstead is set within an
apparently largely contemporary fieldscape, its setting may factor to an extent within
its significance by placing it in a landscape context similar to that which would have
been constructed and allowing appreciation of its relationship to its field system.
Plum Tree Farm consists of a farmhouse and ancillary buildings of unclear but probable
18th to 19th century date. None is listed and it is not clear at present whether the
structures would merit designation. Their heritage significance is likely to be primarily
evidential and historical, as physical documents and illustrators of past rural housing
and farming practices. There may also be aesthetic aspects to significance, due to the
same factors as described above for Stainton Vale. The relationship of the farm to its
associated fieldscapes has been lost to an extent by the construction of the dual
carriageway to the immediate west of the farmstead and, as such, its setting may not
factor strongly within its significance due to erosion of its historic landscape context.
Extant historic character

Some time depth is visible within this parcel. The fieldscapes and associated
farmsteads appear to date back to the 18th century and probably relate to enclosure of
this land from common arable at this date. The system established by this has seen
modification over the course of the 20th and 21st centuries, due to changes in
agricultural practices and the effects of urbanisation and associated transport
improvements (e.g. dual carriageways and modern hotel), but its regularity and the
associated mature hedges remain appreciable. It is probable that Low Lane, which
forms the southern boundary of the parcel, is of greater antiquity, as much of the road
and track network of rural areas was commonly established by at least the later
medieval period.

Wider context

The parcel is part of a continuum of modernised, but historic, planned fieldscapes
which characterise the periurban landscape between the built-up area of
Middlesbrough and the A19.

Setting

As discussed above, this parcel has two historic farmsteads set within it and forms the
setting of these assets. In the case of Stainton Vale, which contains designated
heritage assets, setting is likely to contribute to the significance of these assets. In the
case of Plum Tree Farm, it is not clear whether and to what extent setting factors in
any significance of assets.
The parcel does not lie in close proximity to other recorded heritage assets (the
majority lie over 500 m away) and occupies an area of relatively gentle landform. It
appears generally well screened from surrounding areas by mature vegetation along its
internal and external boundaries. As such, the parcel is unlikely to form part of the
setting of any other assets but this would need to be confirmed as part of formal
setting assessment should any development in the parcel environs be taken proposed.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Condition, extent and resilience As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition of
these structures is unclear.
The majority of the parcel, with the exclusion of the hotel and its grounds, comprises
fieldscapes of 18th century origin. Although they have seen some modification, there is
still relatively good legibility of this as a planned fieldscape.
The existing land use appears to be sustaining the heritage assets and historic
character of the parcel. The parcel lies outside of areas allocated for housing or mixeduse development and will not be affected by these known proposed changes.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel is crossed by a small number public footpaths connecting the B1380 with
the area to the north. The parcel provides the only vehicle access to Stainsby Hall
Farm located beyond the boundary to the north, forming an important link over the
access barrier of the A174.
The parcel comprises relatively high intensity arable farmland with little recreational
value. The public footpaths within the parcel do not appear particularly well used.
There are no public roads running though the parcel apart from access roads to the
various farms. Biodiversity value is provided by beck woodlands, hedges and an area
of plantation, and grassland which is identified as a SINC.
The B1380 is a typically fast road with no pavement or roadside path; consequently
there is very little foot traffic along the eastern boundary of the parcel. There are links
across this route to paths into Stainton. To the north the footpath passing Stainsby
Hall continues to Stainsby Grange over the A19.
The parcel is currently separated from the settlement edge to the north east by a field
of vacant land allocated to housing development. The Hotel located within the north
provides hospitality and leisure facilities for neighbouring settlement; however the
remaining area of the parcel has little or no functional relationship to residential areas.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

22

Date:

21/07/2016

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent
(size, scale)
Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

This parcel contains an area of gently undulating farmland which slopes gradually
down to the north and the south into the Stainton Beck and Stainsby Beck
respectively. Landcover comprises relatively large arable fields and some smaller areas
of grazing land near the becks. Field boundaries are formed of hedgerows with
hedgerow trees, and are remnant in places. Maltby Road runs north to south through
the centre of the parcel and the B1380 defines the western boundary: both are lined
with mature roadside hedgerows. The 18th century farmstead of Upper Farm is located
in the north of the parcel; three detached residential properties are located in the far
north-east; and a further three detached properties are located in the far south-east of
the parcel.
The parcel is predominantly intensively farmed arable land contained by hedgerows
that are gappy in parts.
An area of predominantly large open arable fields with a relatively large scale. The
steep banks on the northern and southern boundary are wooded and have a smaller
more intimate scale.
This is a typical area of farmland found in the urban fringe of Middlesbrough. It has a
similar land use and landform to surrounding areas of open farmland and has few
distinctive features.
The A19 dual-carriageway to the west is largely screened from the parcel by road
embankments and mature trees, although the noise of traffic is apparent within the
parcel. Movement of vehicles along the B1380 and Maltby Road is largely screened by
roadside hedgerows, though the noise of traffic is apparent in parts. The parcel is an
area open farmland but lacks an intact and strong rural character.
There is a SINC along the Maltby Beck east of Maltby Road, at the southern edge of
the parcel.
The parcel is located in the far south-west of Middlesbrough on the settlement edge
and adjacent to the villages of Thornton and Stainton, which are designated as
Conservation Areas. The parcel is on the southern fringe of the Tees Valley and forms
part of a wider area of open countryside between Middlesbrough and the North York
Moors.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are limited views into the parcel from the approach roads due to the abundance
of roadside screening. Views into the parcel from the surrounding settlement edge are
largely filtered or partly screened by mature trees. A small transmission mast is
located adjacent to Upper Farm and provides a focal point for local views from within
the parcel.
There are outward views from within the parcel to the north, these look over farmland
towards settlement and heavy industry located within the lower-lying Tees Valley.
Views of the North York Moors are available from the centre of the parcel, with the
distinctive peak of Roseberry Topping and neighbouring hills forming the skyline to the
east. However, these are glimpsed views that are largely filtered or partly screened
from within the parcel by intervening banks of mature trees. Views of the adjoining
settlement edge from within the parcel are largely filtered by mature trees.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

No significant visual screens in this open landscape.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The Stainton Beck and settlement edge of Stainton define the northern boundary of
the parcel, a number of public footpaths connect Stainton with the parcel. The eastern
boundary is defined by the settlement edge of Thornton and is connected to the parcel
by a number of public footpaths. The southern boundary is and eastern boundaries are
defined by the Stainsby Beck and B1380.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
~18th century farmsteading of Upper Farm – non-designated.
heritage values and significance Local significance; recently renovated/converted to domestic use.
Extant historic character
The farmstead is the main historic influence, but comparatively little of the
contemporary field pattern remains.
Wider context
The parcel is adjacent to the Stainton and Thornton Conservation Area
Setting

The parcel forms part of the setting of Stainton and Thornton Conservation Area,
providing a rural backdrop for the medieval villages (particularly the Thornton portion)

Condition, extent and resilience The farmstead is in good condition, albeit hemmed in by larger-scale modern domestic
development adjacent. Intact hedgerows give a sense of time-depth, and open views
from the corner of Maltby Road help to reinforce the sense of being in a rural area.
As the setting of the Conservation Area, the parcel is not resilient to change.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel is crossed by a small number public footpaths; these connect Thornton with
the B1380 to the west; and Thornton with the village of Maltby and the farmstead of
Maltby Grange to the south-west. Maltby Road runs through the parcel and forms part
of Route 65 of the National Cycle Network running from Hornsea to Middlesbrough and
also forms a part of the Trans Pennine Trail (east) cycle route between Selby and
Hornsea. Both Maltby Road and the B1380 do not have pavements or roadside paths
running along them and Maltby Road has very little grass verge to walk along,
consequently there is very little foot traffic along the roads.
The parcel comprises relatively high intensity arable farmland with little recreational
value. The public footpaths do not appear particularly well used. The pace of
movement through the parcel is generally quick with Maltby Road and the B1380
having the national speed limit and a 50 mph speed limit respectively. Biodiversity
value is provided by hedges and beckside trees, and grassland along the Maltby Beck
within a SINC.
Due to the relative inaccessibility of the roads for foot traffic, the public footpaths that
run south through the parcel provide an important link between the villages of
Thornton and Maltby as well as the wide area of open countryside to the south. There
is potential to enhance these footpaths and connect with others to develop circular
routes though the countryside to the south of the settlement edge.
The far north-east and south-east edges of the parcel have a strong visual and
physical connection to the village Thornton and Stainton; these areas contain a
number of detached houses at the settlement edge, and public footpaths that connect
the villages to the south and west. An access track runs through the south of the
parcel connecting Thornton with the farmstead of Thornton Grange.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

23

Date:

24/08/2016

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent
(size, scale)
Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

This parcel contains gently undulating land, with the Stainsby Beck flowing along its
southern edge then through the west of the parcel. Landcover comprises
predominantly large arable fields and delineated by hedgerows with hedgerows trees
that are weak and gappy in places. Built development is limited to a number of
scattered farmsteads and a small cluster of residencies in the Larchfield Community.
The parcel is predominantly intensively farmed arable land contained by hedgerows
that are in poor condition in places. There are more intact areas along the beck and
around farmsteads.
The parcel is an extensive area of predominantly large open arable fields contained by
remnant hedgerows and is of large scale. This scale is reduced near areas of beckside
woodland and around the settlement edge, forming more intimate pockets.
This is a typical simple patchwork of arable farmland found close to the urban fringe of
Middlesbrough. It has a similar land use and landform to surrounding areas of open
farmland and has few distinctive features.
The roads that border the parcel are largely screened from within it by roadside
hedgerows and trees. Away from the traffic noise along the north-western and eastern
border the parcel is quiet with a sense of rural tranquillity, although it lacks a strong
sense of place.
Thornton Plantation on the edge of Thornton village is a SINC, and there is a Local
Nature Reserve at Stainton Quarry, on the north side of the parcel. The LNR is cared
for by a local friends group.
The parcel is located in the far south of Middlesbrough, adjoining the western
settlement edge of Nunthorpe, the southern settlement edge of Hemlington and the
eastern settlement edge of Thornton. To the east the parcel is separated from the
settlement edge to the north by Parcel H6. It is part of an extensive areas of open
countryside located between the urban edge of Middlesbrough and the higher ground
of the North York Moors. The landscape of the parcel is similar and has strong
connections to adjoining areas within Hambleton District to the south.

VISUAL AMENITY

Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are limited views into the parcel from the surrounding roads due to the
abundance of roadside screening. Inward views are available from the network of
public footpaths that cross the parcel, these look over gently sloping arable fields and
are extensive in placed where field boundaries allow, partially in more elevated land in
the east. There are no obvious landmarks or visual foci located within the parcel, apart
from occasional farmsteads and pockets of woodland.
Open and extensive views to the north are available from the more elevated land the
east of the parcel. These views look over the settlement and heavy industry located
within the lower-lying Tees Valley. From flatter western areas of the parcel open views
south are available, looking over arable farmland towards the distinctive skyline of the
North York Moors. Within views to the south the turbines of the Seamer Wind Farm
provide a visual focus.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The parcel is an open area of farmland with relatively few visual screens. Woodland
that lines the beck restricts some views to the south. Woodland along the northern and
western boundary of the parcel partly screens views of the adjacent settlement edge.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Boundaries to the north and parts of south are relatively open where they are formed
by low hedgerow field boundaries and access tracks. To the east the parcel boundary is
stronger, along the B1365. Boundaries to the west are relatively porous where they
are formed by residential buildings, although woodland provides a stronger boundary
in parts.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
Recorded heritage assets in this parcel comprise five historic farmsteads and
heritage values and significance associated historic buildings. These are set within planned fieldscapes of apparently
18th-century date which have seen some alteration. No farmstead has been appraised
in detail as part of this assessment and the comments below are based upon Historic
England information, HER data, readily available historic mapping and professional
judgement.
Stainton Grange consists of a farmhouse and ancillary buildings. Buildings appear to be
of 18th century to recent date. The farmhouse is a Grade II* listed building (List Entry
No. 1329531). The listing description unusually mentions that the adjoining outbuilding
is not of special interest (i.e. do not merit listing). The heritage significance of these
structures will be primarily evidential and historical, as physical documents and
illustrators of past rural housing and farming practices, as this will be the primary
reason for designation of those which merit listing. There may also be aesthetic
aspects to significance, as buildings of this period are often visually pleasing due to a
combination of factors but this will be a lesser aspect. As the farmstead is set within an
apparently largely contemporary fieldscape, its setting may factor to an extent within
its significance by placing it in a landscape context similar to that which would have
been constructed and allowing appreciation of its relationship to its field system.
Grange Farm consists of a farmhouse and ancillary buildings of unclear but probable
19th century to recent date. None is listed and it is not clear whether the structures
would merit designation. Their heritage significance is likely to be primarily evidential
and historical, as physical documents and illustrators of past rural housing and farming
practices. There may also be aesthetic aspects to significance, due to the same factors
as described above. The relationship of the farm to its associated fieldscapes has been
lost to an extent by boundary removal and agglomeration of fields and, as such, its
setting may not factor strongly within its significance due to erosion of its historic
landscape context.
Holme Farm consists of a farmhouse and ancillary buildings of unclear but probable
18th century to recent date. None is listed and it is not clear whether the structures
would merit designation. Their heritage significance is likely to be primarily evidential
and historical, as physical documents and illustrators of past rural housing and farming
practices. There may also be aesthetic aspects to significance, due to the same factors
as described above. The relationship of the farm to its associated fieldscapes has been
lost to an extent by construction of more recent properties that the farmstead edge
and, as such, its setting may not factor strongly within its significance due to erosion
of its historic landscape context.
The two remaining farmsteads, Hemlington Grange and Larchfield Farm, consist of
structures of largely recent looking date and appear to be in use by the Camphill
Village Trust. Both are recorded as having 19th century origins but the apparently
recent buildings now standing are unlikely to have any heritage significance. It is
possible that buried archaeological heritage assets associated with may be present
related to 19th-century farmstead use of this area.
Extant historic character

Some time depth is visible within this parcel. The fieldscapes and associated
farmsteads appear to date back to the 18th century and probably relate to enclosure of
land from common arable at this date. The system established by this has seen
modification over the course of the 20th and 21st centuries, due to changes in
agricultural practices and use by the Camphill Village Trust (some areas have been
converted to paddocks associated with a riding centre), but its regularity and the
associated mature hedges remain appreciable. It is probable that lanes which run
through the parcel are of greater antiquity, as much of the road and track network of
rural areas was commonly established by at least the later medieval period.

Wider context

The parcel is part of a continuum of modernised, but historic, planned fieldscapes
which characterise the peri-urban landscape to the south of the built-up area of
Middlesbrough.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Setting

As discussed above, this parcel has historic farmsteads set within it and forms the
setting of these assets. In the case of Stainton Grange, which contains a designated
heritage asset, setting is likely to contribute to the significance of these assets. In the
other cases, it is not clear whether and to what extent setting factors in any
significance of assets.
Designated heritage assets lie in proximity to the western end of the parcel (at
Stainton and Thornton) but are well screened by intervening development. As such,
the parcel is unlikely to form part of the setting of any other assets but this would
need to be confirmed as part of formal setting assessment should any development in
the parcel environs be proposed.

Condition, extent and resilience As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition of
these structures is unclear.
The majority of the parcel comprises fieldscapes of 18th century origin. Although they
have seen some modification, there is still relatively good legibility of this as a planned
fieldscape.
The existing land use appears to be sustaining the heritage assets and historic
character of the parcel. The parcel lies outside of, though adjacent to, areas allocated
for housing or mixed-use development and will not be directly affected by these known
proposed changes.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)
Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel is crossed by a small number of public footpaths connecting the settlement
edge to the north with the broad area of countryside to the south. Seamer Road runs
through the west of the parcel and is popular with cyclists, linking Hemlington and
Thornton with NCN Route 165 to the south.
The parcel comprises predominantly intensely farmed arable land with little
recreational value. The public footpaths running though the parcel do not appear
particularly well used. The pace of movement through the parcel is generally slow with
only occasional vehicles accessing the isolated farms. Biodiversity value is provided by
beckside trees, remnant hedges and small farm woodlands. Stainton Quarry LNR,
Thornton Plantation SINC and adjacent green spaces provide an accessible network of
open space for wildlife and people in the vicinity of the villages.
The parcel provides an important link between Hemlington and Thornton with Newby,
and the broad area of countryside between Middlesbrough and the North York Moors.
The parcel has a functional relationship between the settlement edge to the north,
however this is relatively weak.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID: P24 (Newham Hall)

Date: 21/07/16

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

The landscape south of Newham Hall comprises gently undulating pasture and
some arable land, set with the historic structure of the estate woodland and tree
lines, giving an impression of parkland. A row of modern detached houses is
located on the eastern side at De Brus Park. The access drive to the house
enters the parcel from the B1365, to the west.

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)

Relatively good condition, although there are some gaps in the lines of
trees/avenues and a small number of the trees appear to be in poor condition,
largely due to age, detracting from quality in some areas. There is evidence of
management with some replacement tree planting in gaps. The roadside
hedgerow boundary to the south is weak and gappy in places, with little
evidence of ongoing maintenance.

Extent
(size, scale)

A series of fields, mainly pasture with some arable, delineated by mature trees
and woodland, providing a sense of seclusion and intimacy in parts, especially
the area close to the house. The parcel feels relatively small and enclosed.

Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

The historic designed parkland landscape is an unusual feature within
Middlesbrough. Relatively simple pattern of fields overset with mature trees and
woodland groups.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The parcel marks a transition between the urban landscape of Middlesbrough to
the north, and the rural landscape to the south. This is a relatively tranquil and
quiet landscape, although the movement and noise of traffic along the B1365 in
the south detracts from this in parts. There is occasional movement of vehicles
along the access toad to the hall, but this has a relatively minimal impact on the
overall tranquillity of the landscape. The layout and maturity of the estate
planting gives an impression of historic parkland.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

There are no landscape or natural heritage designations covering the parcel.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Located on the southern edge of Middlesbrough, separated from the settlement
edge of the suburb of Coulby Newham by an arable field, with a northern
boundary along a mature shelterbelt. The parcel is set within land that is slightly
more elevated than the settlement to the north. It forms part of a large area of
gently rolling open countryside, between Middlesbrough and the higher ground
of the North York Moors to the south.

VISUAL AMENITY

Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are limited views into the parcel from the approach roads due to the
abundance of roadside screening. Sequential views into the parcel are available
from the sections of B1365 and Brass Castle Road which form part of the
southern boundary. Views into the parcel from De Brus Park are largely
screened or filtered by an intervening hedgerow with hedgerow trees, although
clearer views may be available from second storey windows. The parcel is
screened from the settlement edge of Coulby Newham by the upward slope of
the land, and an intervening mixed woodland shelterbelt running along the
Newham Hall Farm track. Internally, there are few visual foci due to the
screening of the Hall by woodland.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Key views from within the parcel are the focused to the east and north-east
from the eastern elevation of the hall, the lower terrace adjoining its eastern
elevation and eastern garden grounds. These views look in the direction of the
distinctive skyline defined by the North York Moors and Eston Moor. Views of the
North York Moors are available from more elevated south-eastern area of the
parcel, with the distinctive peak of Roseberry Topping and neighbouring hills
forming the skyline to the east. However, these are glimpsed views that are
largely filtered by intervening banks of mature trees. There are limited outward
views from within the south and west of the parcel due the abundance of trees
that surround it. Views to the north-west are obtained from, but are restricted
to, the eastern boundary of the parcel. These views overlook a boundary
hedgerow and arable fields towards the wider Tees Valley.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The parcel is screened: to the north by a bank of mature trees that line the
access road to Newham Hall Farm; to the east by mature woodland located
within Middlesbrough Golf Course; and to the south and south-west by blocks of
woodland and mature roadside vegetation.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The parcel is bound to the south and south-west by the B1365 and Brass Castle
Lane with gappy roadside hedgerows and post and wire fencing. The northern
part of the western boundary is defined by the private access road leading to
Newham Hall Farm. The eastern boundary is defined by a bank of woodland
associated with Middlesbrough Golf Course. The parcel lies adjacent to the
Middlesbrough Golf Course to the east, although there is little intervisibility or
physical connection between the two.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and
significance

Assets: The grade II-listed Newham Hall is the key feature within the land
parcel. Along with its lodge on the B1365 (forming the southwestern boundary
of the parcel) and its designed landscape, this Victorian villa estate and farm
(which lies outside the parcel to the north, within land allocated for housing
development) is fine example of a 19th century industrialist‟s mansion.
Built on the site of a medieval moated manor/homestead, traces of the moat
survive to the south of the house, incorporated within the landscape design.
Areas of medieval/post-medieval ridge-and-furrow cultivation are preserved
within the parkland.
Heritage values: association with important figure in Middlesbrough‟s history
of metallurgy; rare survival of an ironmaster‟s mansion and designed landscape;
rare example of moated site in Cleveland.

Extant historic character

The entire parcel is readily legible as a designed landscape connected with a
country house / villa. The 19th century landscape structure is virtually intact.

Wider context

The designed landscape sits within a swathe of policies and parkland on the
southern boundary of Middlesbrough and is one of the best-preserved examples
within the suite.

Setting

The entire parcel forms the immediate setting of Newham Hall (Gd. II Listed
Building)

Condition, extent and
resilience

The built heritage on site is in excellent condition and remains in use; the
designed landscape is in generally good condition with a wide range of extant
features. Some trees have been lost from the overall scheme, but otherwise this
remains as depicted on the 1st edition of the OS map (~1890s). The asset is,
however, vulnerable to continued loss of trees and visual and physical
encroachment from inappropriate development (De Brus Park).

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

A public footpath runs north to south through the west of the parcel connecting
it to the settlement edge of Coulby Newham. The footpath provides an
important link between Coulby Newham and the wider area of open countryside
to the south, including the village of Newby. Newham Hall and its immediate
garden grounds are privately owned with no access. There are no pavements
along the roads to the south and there is very little or no grass verge to walk
along. The entrance to hall is largely inaccessible on foot.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
The parcel comprises a tenant farm mainly used for sheep grazing and the well
wooded parkland grounds of Newham Hall. The B1365 road to the south is a
Use and value
relatively fast and occasionally busy road. There is very little to no pedestrian
(recreation, other activities,
traffic along the roads, but they are somewhat popular with cyclists using the
intensity, pace of movement)
B1365 to access the North York Moors. Biodiversity value is provided by mature
trees, hedges, and woodland around the hall.
Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

The parcel provides an important link between Coulby Newham on the southern
edge of Middlesbrough and the wider area of open countryside to the south.
There is potential to enhance this link and develop circular routes around the
area. There is potential to enhance cycle links along the B1365 to the North
York Moors. The abundance of woodland and hedgerows within the parcel
provide important habitat networks for local wildlife.

Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel is connected to the settlement edge of Coulby Newham by a public
footpath, though this does not appear to be well used. There is little or no
functional relationship between this parcel and the settlement to the north.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

25

Date:

23/08/2016

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

This parcel is set between two small becks and contains gently undulating land that
slopes gradually northwards towards the Marton Beck which defines the northern
boundary. The land cover comprises improved grassland and tree plantings typical of a
golf course, with semi natural woodland along the becks.

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)

The golf course is actively managed and well maintained.

Extent
(size, scale)

This is a relatively large area of land set between the settlment edge of Middlesbrough
and a broad area of open countryside to the south. The scale varies according to the
woodland plantings within the site.

Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

The area is arranged around the fairways and greens of the golf course, which dictate
the landscape pattern. The beck valleys to the north and west also define the pattern
and are typical features across Middlesbrough.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The area has a generally weak sense of place as a typical golf course, though there is
more distinctiveness around the beck valley to the north along which the Marton West
Beck Trail runs. The experience is of an actively used golf course but with pockets of
tranquillity.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

There is a SINC along part of the Marton West Beck in the north of the parcel.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Currently relatively open, though many of the woodland plantings are recent so the
sense of enclosure will increase over time. A self-contained area with dense
woodlands along northern and western boundaries and tall hedgerows and fencing
along the eastern and southern boundaries.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are very few sequential views into the parcel from the Brass Castle Lane running
along the southern and eastern boundary. Limited views in are glimpsed from the
beck valleys. The club house and associated buildings are the main focal point within
the parcel.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are few long views outward from within the parcel due to the abundance of
planting providing an effective screen.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The woodland along the beck valleys to the north and west screen views of the
adjacent settlment edge. Young woodland plantings within the golf course will provide
increasingly effective screens.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Strong boundaries to north and west formed by mature trees, dense hedgerows and
the becks. Brass Castle Lane is a clear boundary to the south and east.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
Recorded heritage assets in this parcel comprise a historic farmstead, Brass Castle
heritage values and significance Farm. This is now occupied by the complex of recent buildings which make up the club
house of Middlesbrough Golf course. What appears to be the farmhouse belonging to
the farmstead is abutted by the recent clubhouse buildings. The farmhouse appears to
be of 19th-century date, has some heritage significance but is not listed.
The heritage significance of the farm building is likely to be primarily evidential and
historical, as physical documents and illustrators of past rural housing and farming
practices. Aesthetic aspects to its significance appear limited as it is a very standard
form for this date and has been subject to later alteration. The relationship of the farm
to its associated fieldscapes has been lost by development this land into the golf
course, as such, its setting will not factor strongly within its significance due to erosion
of its historic landscape context.
Extant historic character
The parcel was formerly occupied by enclosed fields and, toward its northwest edge,
by areas of woodland. The golf course occupies the entirety of the parcel and was
established in the mid-20th century. Few aspects of the preceding landscape remain,
with the exception of the farm building and some areas of woodland. The historic tracts
of woodland have, in places, had fairways driven through and now merge with golf
course planting to the extent that their status as historic wooded areas is not readily
appreciable.
Wider context
The parcel is entirely distinct from adjacent uses, which are characterised by modern
residential developments, historic fieldscapes and a designed landscape (Newham Hall)
Setting
The parcel forms the setting of the undesignated Brass Castle Farm, but as discussed
above does not factor heavily in its significance.
The parcel lies to the immediate northeast of Newham Hall and may be regarded as
lying within its setting. It is not clear the extent to which this part of the setting of
Newham Hall may contribute to any of its significance.
Condition, extent and resilience As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition of
these structures is unclear.
Existing land use does not appear to be further affecting heritage assets or historic
character.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)
Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)
Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)
Functional relationship to
settlement

The golf course does not offer access to the general public, except for the purposes of
playing golf. The Marton West Beck Trail runs along the northern boundary of the
parcel connecting the southern settlment edge of Middlesbrough and the town centre.
The area is actively used as a golf course. The beck woodlands have recreational value
with the Marton West Beck Trail running through, as well as providing a biodiversity
resource and wildlife corridors.
The parcel is inaccessible to the general public and has no access links to the adjacent
settlement edge. The Marton West Beck Trail runs along the northern boundary of the
parcel and provides an important walking link from the southern settlment edge of
Middlesbrough and the town centre, with links onward south to the countryside.
Little functional relationship to residential areas.
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Parcel ID:

26

Date:

24/08/2016

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

This parcel contains gently undulating land that slopes gradually up towards the high
points of Rye Hill in the north-east and Birch Hill in the south-east. Landcover
comprises predominantly large arable fields and delineated by hedgerows generally
weak and gappy with some removed entirely. The parcel contains a number blocks of
mature woodland including the distinctive circular Starvation Clump and Spion Kop.
Built development is limited to South Ryehill Farm, a large detached property in the
south-east and a small number of properties and Ryehill Farm in the north-west.

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)

The parcel is predominantly intensively farmed arable land contained by remnant
hedgerows that are generally in poor condition and with little evidence of ongoing
management such as replanting. Many of the field boundary hedgerows have been
removed entirely which detects from the quality of the rural landscape.

Extent
(size, scale)

The parcel is an area of large open arable fields with a large scale.

Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

This is a typical area of farmland found close to the urban fringe of Middlesbrough. It
has a similar land use and landform to surrounding areas of open farmland though it
has distinctive woodland clumps.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The A172 defines the western boundary of the parcel and is typically busy with traffic.
The road is largely screened from the parcel by roadside hedgerows and trees though
the noise of vehicles is apparent in areas to the far east. Away from the roads the east
the parcel is quieter with a sense of rural tranquillity. The area is open farmed
landscape with moderate sense of place.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

There are no landscape or natural heritage designations within the parcel.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

The parcel is located in the far south-east of Middlesbrough, separated from the
settlement edge to the north by parcel 27 and housing allocations. It comprises large
flat and gently undulating arable fields contained by typically weak and remnant
hedgerows. The parcel forms a part of a broad area of open countryside located
between the urban edge of Middlesbrough and the higher ground of the North York
Moors to the south. The landscape of the parcel is similar and has strong connections
to adjoining areas within Hambleton District to the south.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)
Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)
Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)
Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are very few sequential views into the parcel from the A172 and minor road
running though the east due to an abundance of mature roadside hedgerows.
Glimpsed sequential views are available from the Brass Castle Lane in the west, these
views look over gently undulating arable land scattered with isolated trees. There are
few focal points within the parcel though the distinctive circular shape of Starvation
Clump provides and landmark in views from public footpaths in the east.
The gently undulating farmland within the parcel allows for open outward views
towards higher ground of the North York Moors which form the skyline to the south
and east. The distinctive peak of Roseberry Topping provides a focal point in views to
the east.
The parcel is an open area of farmland with relatively few visual screens. The urban
edge of Middlesbrough to the north is almost entirely screened from views within the
parcel by the slope of the land and shelterbelts of trees along the northern boundary
and within the adjacent Middlesbrough Golf Club.
The northern boundary of the parcel is defined by the weak field boundaries and belts
of woodland and the eastern boundary is defined by the A172. The southern boundary
of the parcel follows the borough boundary and is defined partly by the River Tame
and field boundaries. The western boundary is defined by Brass Castle Lane.
There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
Recorded heritage assets comprise two farmsteads of 19th-century date (Ryehill Farm,
heritage values and significance South Ryehill Farm.
In the case of the farmsteads, all appear to retain historic buildings, and their heritage
significance is likely to be chiefly evidential and his historical but aesthetic value may
also contribute as farm buildings of this date were often designed to have a
harmonious appearance. All appear to lie within roughly contemporaneous fieldscapes
so setting may also factor into their significance to an extent.
The parcel also contains tree plantations (Spion Kop and Jubilee Plantation) which
derive from the designed landscape associated with Grey Towers, the bulk of which lies
to the north (Parcel 27).
Extant historic character

Wider context

Some time-depth is visible within this parcel. It is comprised of fieldscapes which have
been developed from two different sources. The first influence is fieldscapes of
apparently 18th century origin (probably related to enclosure of this land from common
arable). These lie in the south of the parcel near the A172. The second influence is
land that is now fieldscapes but which previously functioned as part of the Grey Towers
parkland. In the latter area, field sizes are large and land parcels are a regular. The
indicators of past parkland use come from small plantations which are likely to have
acted as eye-catchers from the core of the parkland.
The parcel is part of a continuum of modernised, but historic, planned fieldscapes
which characterise the peri-urban landscape at the fringes of the built-up area of
Middlesbrough.
As discussed above, part of this parcel formerly lay within the Grey Towers parkland
and has a relationship to this parkland.

Setting

The parcel forms the setting for the heritage assets which lie within it but, as discussed
above, it is unclear the extent to which setting factors in the significance of these
assets.
Those parts of the parcel which formerly formed part of a larger parkland may be
regarded as being part of the setting of any heritage assets lying within this parkland.
It is unclear the extent which setting may contribute to the setting of such assets since
the parkland has clearly been much eroded by agricultural development and also by
housing.

Condition, extent and resilience
As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition of
these structures is unclear.
The majority of the parcel comprises fieldscapes of 18th century origin. Although they
have seen some modification, there is still relatively good legibility of this as a historic
fieldscape.
The existing land use appears to be sustaining the heritage assets and historic
character of the parcel. The parcel lies outside of areas allocated for housing or mixeduse development and will not be affected by these known proposed changes.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The parcel is crossed by a small number of public footpaths; these connect Nunthorpe
Hall with Tunstall to the south; Nunthorpe Hall with Rye Hill to the west; the southern
settlement edge of Middlesbrough to Tunstall. The A172 in the east is a typically busy
road and does not have pavements or roadside paths running along it, consequently
there is very little foot traffic along eastern boundary of the parcel. The minor road
running through the east of the parcel is a popular route for cyclists travelling between
Middlesbrough and Stokesley and Great Ayton, as well as accessing the North York
Moors. This road has no pavements and very little roadside verge and is
unaccommodating to foot traffic.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The parcel comprises predominantly intensively farmed arable land with little
recreational value, apart from a number of public footpaths running through it. The
pace of movement through the parcel is generally slow with only occasional vehicles
accessing the isolated farms. Biodiversity value is provided by mature woodland
clumps, hedges and beckside vegetation.

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

The parcel provides an important link between Middlesbrough, Stokesley, and Great
Ayton, as well as the North York Moors further to the south. It includes footpath and
wildlife links into the wider countryside.

Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel has little functional relationship with the settlement edge to the north.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

27

Date:

24/08/2016

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

This parcel contains gently undulating land that slopes gradually southwards towards
the small stream of Nunthorpe Stell. Landcover in the west comprises a mix of large
and small arable fields, delineated by hedgerows that are weak in parts, and includes
the distinctive woodland clumps of Starvation Clump and South Clump. The east of the
parcel comprises low intensity pasture and some small arable fields, part of which is
set within the historic structure of the planted woodland contained by an estate wall
and estate fencing giving an impression of parkland. The entire parcel is designated as
part of the Nunthorpe Conservation Area and includes a number of residences and a
farm clustered around the buildings and gardens of Nunthorpe Hall.

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)

The west and parts of the north-east of the parcel are intensively farmed arable
contained by remnant hedgerows that are generally in poor condition and with little
evidence of ongoing maintenance. Many of the field boundary hedgerows in the west
have been removed entirely which detracts from the quality of the rural landscape.
Within the parkland to the south-east a number of the trees appear to be in poor
condition, largely due to age, with succession planting not evident.

Extent
(size, scale)

The west of the parcel is primarily an area of large open arable fields with some
missing hedgerows, and has a large scale. The areas of pasture with mature trees in
the south-east provide a sense of seclusion and intimacy in parts, especially close to
the hall and the estate wall that runs along the road.

Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

The west of the parcel is a typical area of farmland found close to the urban fringe of
Middlesbrough, although the distinctive circular woodland clumps provide interest and
are an unusual feature with within the surrounding landscape. The historic parkland
landscape to the south-east is an unusual feature within Middlesbrough comprising a
relatively simple pattern of fields overset with scattered mature trees.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The A172 defines the eastern boundary of the parcel and is typically busy with traffic,
the road is visible from the east of the parcel with the movement and noise of vehicles
detracting from the rural setting and the sense of place provided by the historic
parkland. Away from the road, the west of the parcel is quieter with a sense of rural
tranquillity. It is an area with links to Grey Towers and includes distinctive woodland
clumps; however the intensity of agriculture weakens the sense of place.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

Fishpond Plantation is a SINC, occupying the western corner of the parcel and
extending north to Grey Towers.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

The parcel is located in the far south-east of Middlesbrough, adjacent to the Grey
Towers settlement and separated from the settlement edge of Middlesbrough by
housing allocation land. The parcel forms a part of a broad area of open countryside
located between the urban edge of Middlesbrough and the higher ground of the North
York Moors to the south. The landscape to the west of the parcel is similar and has
strong connections to adjoining parcel 26 and open countryside within Hambleton
District to the south.

VISUAL AMENITY

Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are prolonged sequential views into the eastern area of the parcel from the
A172: in the north these views look over the arable fields towards the slightly elevated
land upon which Nunthorpe Hall sits. To the south, views from the road look over
pasture with the Hall screened by mature trees. There are few sequential views into
the parcel from the minor road that runs east due to slope of the land and roadside
screening. Views from public footpaths that run through the parcel to the west look
over gently undulating arable land with Grey Towers and distinctive woodland clumps
providing focal points.
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Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

The gently undulating farmland within the parcel allows for open outward views
towards the higher ground of the North York Moors which form the skyline to the south
and east. The distinctive peak of Roseberry Topping provides a focal point in views to
the east.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The mature woodland around Nunthorpe Hall and along the boundary of the parkland
screens westward views from the A172. To the west the open area of farmland has
relatively few visual screens. The settlement edge of Middlesbrough to the north is
screened from view by mature woodland around Grey Towers and the adjacent
Fishpond Plantation.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The northern boundary of the parcel is defined by the access road to the garden
grounds associated with Grey Towers. The western boundary is defined by the A172,
the southern and western boundaries are follow the conservation area boundary and
are defined by woodland and weak field boundaries.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and significance

This parcel contains a high number of recorded heritage assets, including multiple
designated heritage assets, and lies entirely within the Nunthorpe and Poole
Conservation Area. Designated heritage assets comprise a concentration of listed
buildings in the historic core of Nunthorpe, all Grade II, and an area of earthworks
adjacent to Nunthorpe Hall which is a scheduled monument. The scheduled monument
is a designated heritage asset of the highest significance. In addition, the parcel
contains the undesignated West Ryehill Farm, a farmstead of 19th-century origin. In
the majority of cases for these assets, heritage significance will be a combination of
evidential and historic values, with aesthetic values factoring to an extent. Aesthetic
value is likely to be a major element within the significance of the conservation area,
as this recognises a coherent area of historic buildings and land use.
The northern boundary of the parcel appears to run through, or immediately south of,
Grey Towers House, a Grade II* listed country house which has also served as a
hospital. The heritage significance of this asset will be comprised of evidential,
historical and aesthetic value. Owing to its level of designation, it is a designated
heritage asset of the highest significance.
It also contains ornamental plantations associated with the former parkland of Grey
Towers.

Extant historic character

Wider context

Setting

Condition, extent and resilience

Significant time depth is visible within this parcel. This ranges from the visible
earthworks of probable medieval date adjacent to Nunthorpe Hall to the parkland and
field systems associated with both Grey Towers and Nunthorpe Hall and also the
coherent group of historic buildings at the core of Nunthorpe.
The area is largely characterised by parkland and associated fields and this contrasts
with, but is related to, the adjacent fieldscapes.
The parcel forms the setting for the heritage assets discussed above, and is likely to
factor to an extent in their significance. The degree to which setting factors in
significance will vary greatly between assets and should be judged on a case-by-case
basis as individual development proposals come forward.
As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition of
these structures is unclear.
The majority of the parcel comprises parkland and fieldscapes of 18th century origin.
Although they have seen some modification, there is still relatively good legibility of
this as a historic landscape.
The existing land use appears to be sustaining the heritage assets and historic
character of the parcel. The parcel lies outside of areas allocated for housing or mixeduse development and will not be affected by these known proposed changes

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The parcel is crossed by a small number of public footpaths; these connect Nunthorpe
Hall with Tunstall to the south-west; and Nunthorpe Hall with Eastfield Farm and
Morton Carr to the east. The minor road running through the east of the parcel is a
popular route for cyclists travelling between Middlesbrough and Stokesley and Great
Ayton, as well as accessing the North York Moors.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The parcel comprises intensively farmed arable land and estate parkland; the parkland
has no public access or recreational value. A number of public footpaths run though
the west of parcel providing access to the surrounding countryside. The A172 to the
east is a relatively fast and typically busy road. There is very little to no foot traffic
along the A172 and minor road running through the parcel, but they are somewhat
popular with cyclists accessing the Great Ayton, Stokesley and the North York Moors.
The pace of movement through the west parcel is generally slow with only occasional
vehicles accessing the isolated farms. Biodiversity value is provided in the hedges and
mature trees, and woodland plantations, particularly Fishpond Plantation SINC.

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

The parcel provides and important link between Middlesbrough, Stokesley, and Great
Ayton, as well as the North York Moors further to the south. It provides connections for
wildlife and people across the open countryside south of the main built up area.

Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel has a functional relationship between the settlement edge to the north,
however this is relatively weak. There is a robust settlement edge along Fishpond
Plantation to the north.
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Parcel ID:

28

Date:

24/08/2016

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

This parcel contains flat and gently undulating land that slopes gradually up towards
Quarry Hill located in the south. Landcover comprises predominantly large arable fields
delineated by hedgerows, with hedgerows trees, that are generally weak and gappy.
Built development is limited to the large farmstead of Eastfield Farm in the north-east
and a detached property sitting atop of Quarry Hill.

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)

The parcel is predominantly intensively farmed arable land contained by hedgerows
that are weak and gappy in places, with little evidence of ongoing landscape
management such as replacement planting.

Extent
(size, scale)

The parcel is an area of large open arable fields with a relatively large scale.

Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

This area of farmland is typical of the landscape close to the urban fringe of
Middlesbrough. It has a similar land use and landform to surrounding areas of open
farmland, although Quarry Hill is relatively distinctive.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The A172 defines the eastern boundary of the parcel and is typically busy with traffic,
the road is visible from areas within the north-west of the parcel with the movement
and noise of vehicles detracting from the rural setting. The road is largely screened
from areas within the south-west by roadside hedgerows and trees. Away from the
road, the east of the parcel is quieter with a sense of rural tranquillity. The parcel is an
area of open and intensively farmed land with few distinctive features and lacks a
strong sense of place.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

There are no landscape or natural heritage designations within the parcel.
The parcel is located in the far south-east of Middlesbrough, separated from the
settlement edge to the north by parcel 29 and a single arable field. It comprises large
flat and gently undulating arable fields contained by typically weak and remnant
hedgerows. The parcel forms a good proportion of a swathe of open countryside
located between the urban edge of Middlesbrough and the higher ground of the North
York Moors to the south. The landscape of the parcel is similar to and has strong
connections with adjoining areas within Redcar & Cleveland to north and east and
Hambleton District to the south.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are prolonged sequential views into the parcel from the northern section of the
A172 which defines the western boundary. These views look over flat arable land
scattered with small clumps and single mature trees; the parcel lacks any distinctive
focal points. From the southern section of the A172, views into the parcel are largely
screened by road embankments and roadside hedgerows and trees.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

The flat farmland within the parcel allows for open views out with the higher ground of
the North York Moors forming the skyline to the south and east. The distinctive peak of
Roseberry Topping provides a focal point in views to the east.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The parcel is an open area of farmland with relatively few visual screens. A small
shelter belt of mature trees and roadside trees in the west does, however, provide a
visual screen of the southern section of the A172 from within the parcel.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The northern, eastern and southern boundaries of the parcel follow that of the borough
boundary. The northern boundary is defined by a line of hedgerows and the Nunthorpe
Stell stream, the eastern boundary is defined by the Main Stell stream and southern
boundary by the River Tame. The eastern boundary of the parcel is defined by the
A172. These are generally open boundaries and do not contain the parcel visually.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
Recorded heritage assets comprise two farmsteads of 19th-century date (Eastfield Farm
heritage values and significance and East Quarry Farm) and an extensive area of 19th-century quarrying along
Langbaurgh Ridge.
In the case of the farmsteads, all appear to retain historic buildings, and their heritage
significance is likely to be chiefly evidential and his historical but aesthetic value may
also contribute as farm buildings of this date were often designed to have a
harmonious appearance. All appear to lie within roughly contemporaneous fieldscapes
so setting may also factor into their significance to an extent.
The quarrying consists of a series of earthworks running along the ridge and its
heritage significance will be chiefly evidential, with historical factors also likely to be
present. Aesthetic value is unlikely to factor.
Extant historic character

Some time-depth is visible within this parcel. It is evidenced by fieldscapes of
apparently 18th century origin (probably related to enclosure of this land from common
arable) and by earthwork remains associated with quarrying of various dates.

Wider context

The parcel is part of a continuum of modernised, but historic, planned fieldscapes
which characterise the peri-urban landscape at the fringes of the built-up area of
Middlesbrough.

Setting

The parcel forms the setting for the heritage assets which lie within it but, as discussed
above, it is unclear the extent to which setting factors in the significance of these
assets.

Condition, extent and resilience As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition of
these structures is unclear.
The majority of the parcel comprises fieldscapes of 18th century origin. Although they
have seen some modification, there is still relatively good legibility of this as a historic
fieldscape.
The existing land use appears to be sustaining the heritage assets and historic
character of the parcel. The parcel lies outside of areas allocated for housing or mixeduse development and will not be affected by these known proposed changes.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The parcel is crossed by a small number of public footpaths connecting Nunthorpe Hall
with Newton under Roseberry to the east and Great Ayton to the south-east.
The A172 is a typically busy road and does not have pavements or roadside paths
running along it, consequently there is very little foot traffic along eastern boundary of
the parcel. There are no public roads running through the parcel, although a long
private access road runs though the north connecting Eastfield Farm with the A172.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The parcel comprises predominantly intensely farmed arable land with little
recreational value. The public footpaths running though the parcel do not appear
particularly well used. The pace of movement through the parcel is generally slow with
only occasional vehicles accessing the isolated farms.

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

The parcel provides an important link between Nunthorpe Hall and Great Ayton, as well
as important east west links between Nunthorpe Hall and open countryside to the east.
It forms part of the wider countryside belt along the north edge of the National Park.

Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel has a functional relationship between the settlement edge to the north,
however this is relatively weak due to the separation of this parcel from the built up
area and the more scattered settlement that lies between.
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Parcel ID:

29

Date:

24/08/2016

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

This parcel contains land that slopes gently away from a high point located with the
north of the parcel upon which St. Mary‟s Church sits. Landcover comprises a mix of
large and some smaller arable fields contained hedgerows with hedgerow trees which
are low and remnant in places. The buildings of Grange Farm and a small number of
detached residences with large garden grounds from part of the north-eastern area of
the parcel; the garden grounds are enclosed to the north by a shelter belt of mature
trees. St. Mary‟s Church with associated car park and vicarage are located within the
north-west of the parcel. The vicarage is surrounded by a number of large detached
modern houses.

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)

The parcel is predominantly intensively farmed arable land contained by hedgerows
that are weak and gappy in places. It is predominantly open farmland but lacks an
intact and strong rural character. The grounds of the church and residences are well
maintained and are of a high quality.

Extent
(size, scale)

The south of the parcel is an area of large open arable fields with a relatively large
scale. The areas around the church and residences in the north-east are enclosed by
trees, providing a sense of seclusion and intimacy with a smaller scale.

Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

The south of the parcel is a typical area of farmland found in the urban fringe of
Middlesbrough. It has a similar land use and landform and has a strong connection to
surrounding areas of open farmland to the south and west. The well maintained
grounds of St. Mary‟s Church form an intimate setting which contrasts with the open
farmland to the south and forms a distinctive feature within the parcel.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The A172 and A1043 define the eastern and northern boundaries of the parcel
respectively. Both roads are typically busy with traffic with the noise and movement of
vehicles apparent within parts of the parcel. The occasional movement of vehicles
along the minor road of Church Lane that runs through the north of the parcel has
minimal impact on the overall experience of the parcel.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

There are no landscape or natural heritage designations within the parcel.
The parcel is located in the far south-east of Middlesbrough, separated from the
settlement edge to the north by a single arable field and adjoining the settlement area
around the former Poole Hospital to the west. Part of the Nunthorpe Conservation Area
stretches into the west of the parcel covering the church and vicarage. The parcel
forms the northern fringe of a wide undulating countryside belt located between
Middlesbrough and the higher ground of the North York Moors to the south.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are sequential glimpsed views into the parcel for travellers heading north along
the A172; these views look upslope over arable land towards St. Mary‟s Church which
forms a distinctive focal point. Similar glimpsed views towards the church are obtained
from the public footpath which runs along the southern boundary. Views into the
parcel from the A1043 are screened by road embankments topped with hedgerows.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Key views from within the parcel are focused to the south from the southern elevation
of the church and adjacent Church Lane. These look over a wide area of open and
undulating countryside towards the skyline of the North York Moors with the distinctive
outline of Roseberry Topping providing a focal point to the east.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)
Indicators of value
(importance of views)

From the north of the parcel views of the settlement to the north are screened and
heavily filtered by a line of mature trees which lines the settlement edge. To the northwest a small number of houses can be viewed along with the street lights along the
A1043. Woodland that encloses the church and residences screen views north and
west from the within southern areas of the parcel.
The northern and western boundaries of the parcel are defined by the A1043 and A172
respectively. The eastern boundary forms the borough boundary and is defined by a
line of hedgerows with hedgerow trees. The southern boundary is defined by a hedge
line.
There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and
significance

Recorded heritage assets in this parcel are in three discrete groups: an early 20th
century former school, the Church of St Mary, and Grange Farm.
The former school comprises a schoolmaster‟s house, now a private house known as
The Vicarage and a Grade II listed building (List Entry 1329506), and a contemporary
but unlisted school building which has recently been used as a leisure facility. It is
possible that the former school building may be covered by curtilage listing due to its
relationship to the schoolmaster‟s house. The school was constructed in the 1900s and
both buildings are stone built. It appears to have ceased to be in use as a school by
the start of the 1970s. The heritage significance of these structures is likely to be
chiefly evidential and historical but aesthetic value is also likely to contribute to an
extent as the buildings were designed to echo more historic building traditions and
complement one another. Some communal value is also possible as many of those
educated at the school are likely to still be alive and live locally. Aside from ability to
appreciate the interrelationship of the former schoolmaster‟s house and school
building, setting is unlikely to factor strongly in the significance of these assets.
The Church of St Mary is a Grade II listed building (List Entry 1139841) built in the
mid-1920s and set within a churchyard. It is stone-built in an Early English style and is
cruciform in plan with square un-spired tower over the crossing. The listing description
states that it is “An important local landmark, occupying prominent position on high
ground amid fields”. The heritage significance of the church combines evidential,
historical, aesthetic and communal values. The building itself is a document of the
need to expand parochial provision in this area as the population grew with the
expansion of Middlesbrough around the turn of the 20th century. It was designed to
echo the tradition of early Gothic church architecture and used a harmonious palette of
local materials to achieve this. As a parish church, it will have a degree of communal
significance due to its key role within the local community. Setting will factor to an
extent the significance of the church, and this is likely to include its role as a local
landmark as referenced in the listing description. A lychgate, with an adjoining stile,
fence and gate, was added to the entrance to the churchyard in 1947. These elements
are also a Grade II listed building (List Entry 1329525). The listing description notes
that it was listed for group value. The heritage significance of the lychgate and
associated elements will been derived from aspects to that of the church itself. The
setting of the lychgate will factor to an extent in its significance, largely the ability to
appreciate the lychgate as portal to the churchyard and as a key feature related to the
church.
Grange Farm is of apparently 19th-century date. The farmstead appears to retain
historic buildings amongst the later structures but none is listed. The heritage
significance of these structures will be primarily evidential and historical but aesthetic
value may also factor. There has been some alteration to its associated bill states so
whilst setting may factor in its significance, it may not factor particularly strongly.

Extant historic character
The parcel consists of fieldscapes with small areas of domestic development. The
fieldscapes appear to be 18th-century in origin but saw significant change in the early
20th century, with the construction of a St Mary‟s Church and some housing. Further
change to this bill system occurred with the construction of the A1043 in the 1970s. As
such the extant historic character within the parcel is a somewhat limited with only
some of the historic field boundaries and hedges remaining legible.
Wider context

The parcel is part of a continuum of modernised, but historic, planned fieldscapes
which characterise the peri-urban landscape at the edge of the built-up area of
Middlesbrough.
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Setting
The parcel forms the setting for a former school, which includes a Grade II listed
schoolmaster‟s house, and the church of St Mary. As discussed above, setting is
unlikely to be a major contributor to the heritage significance of the historic structures
at the former school. In terms of the church of St Mary, setting will factor to an extent
in the significance of the a Grade II listed assets as discussed above.
As discussed above, this parcel forms the setting for a historic farmstead but, owing to
changes to the landscape, is unlikely to contribute extensively to the significance of
this heritage asset.
The parcel lies in close proximity to designated heritage assets and is likely to form
part of the setting. It is unclear the extent to which setting factors and significance of
these assets.
Condition, extent and
resilience

As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition of
these structures is unclear.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The parcel is crossed by a small number of public footpaths; these connect the
settlement edge of Nunthorpe with St. Mary‟s Church and the Grey Towers area with
Morton Carr and the countryside to the east. A footpath also runs along the southern
boundary of the parcel connecting Nunthorpe Hall with the countryside to the east.
Both the A1043 and A172 are typically busy and do not have pavements or roadside
paths running along them, consequently there is very little foot traffic along these
roads. Church Lane runs though the parcel and connects the farmsteads of Morton
Carr and Morton Grange with the A172.

The parcel comprises predominantly intensely farmed arable land with little
Use and value
recreational value. The public footpaths do not appear particularly well used. The pace
(recreation, other activities,
of movement through the parcel is generally slow with occasional vehicles accessing
intensity, pace of movement) the residencies and farms along Church Lane. Biodiversity value is provided by mature
woodland and trees around the church, and hedges.
Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

The parcel provides an important link between the settlement edge to the north and
St. Mary‟s Church, as well as important east-west links between Nunthorpe Hall and
open countryside to the east. There are connections for wildlife and people between
this area and neighbouring areas within the farmland south of the main built up area.

Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel has a functional relationship with the settlement edge to the north, however
this is relatively weak.
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Parcel ID:

H4

Date:

25/8/16

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical influences)

Farmland that slopes gently north and east into the Blue Bell Beck. The parcel
occupies an area between the A19, A174 and settlment edge of Brookfield within
the south-west of Middlesbrough. Landcover comprises predominantly large
arable fields contained by hedgerows with some smaller fields of pasture and
pockets of woodland to the north. Built development within the parcel is limited
to the large farmsteads of Stainsby Hill Farm in the north and Stainsby Hall Farm
in the south.

The parcel is predominantly intensively farmed arable land contained by
Condition
hedgerows that are remnant and in poor condition in places. A number of the
(quality, management, vulnerability) field boundary hedgerows have been removed entirely which detracts from the
quality of the rural landscape.
Extent
(size, scale)

This is a relatively large parcel of land extending over 1.8km in length and 800m
wide. The majority of the parcel consists of large open fields with a large scale.
Areas of the parcel to the east, close to woodland that lines the beck and the
modern housing estate, have a reduced scale.

This is a typical area of farmland found close to the urban fringe of
Complexity
Middlesbrough. It has simple land use pattern of large rectangular fields that is
(patterns, style, representativeness,
similar to the surrounding areas of open farmland. There are few distinctive
rarity)
landscape features within the parcel.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The A19 and A174 define the western and southern boundaries respectively.
Traffic along the A174 is visible within the south of the parcel though the A19 is
largely screened by road embankments and hedgerows. Views of streetlights and
the noise of traffic along both busy dual carriageways are apparent from within
the parcel. Away from the roads the parcel is quieter but the experience is of
being on the urban edge with parcel lacking a strong sense of rural tranquillity.
The area is open farmed landscape with few distinctive features and lacks a
strong sense of place.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

A SNCI is located along the north part of the Bluebell Beck

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

The parcel is located in the far south-east of Middlesbrough separated from the
settlement edge of Brookfield by the narrow parcel P18. It comprises
predominately large open arable fields contained by typically weak and remnant
hedgerows and is set adjacent to the junction of two large dual carriageways.

VISUAL AMENITY

Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

Sequential views into the parcel from the A19 are limited to occasional glimpses
through breaks in the road embankments and roadside vegetation. More
prolonged sequential views are available from the A174 along the southern
boundary. Views in to the parcel from the settlement edge to the east are largely
screened by woodland within the beck. A focal point within the parcel includes
the recently converted buildings of Stainsby Hall Farm located on high ground.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal points,
static or sequential)

The gently undulating farmland and slope of the land allows for long outward
views over the Tees Valley to the north, with a number of high-rise flats within
Stockton-on-Tees forming focal points to the north-west. The upward slope of the
land contains outwards views to the south.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Woodland within the becks that run along the northern and eastern boundary of
the parcel contains and limits views of the settlment edge of Brookfield. Road
embankments and lines of act to screen southward views.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

The parcel has strong boundaries, formed of large roads to the south and west
and wooded becks to the north and east.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

None noted.
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely heritage
values and significance

Recorded heritage assets in this parcel comprise a single historic farmstead,
Stainsby Hill Farm, and associated historic buildings. This is set within piecemeal
fieldscapes of apparently 18th century date which have seen much alteration. The
farmstead has not been appraised in detail as part of this assessment and the
comments below are based upon HER data, readily available historic mapping
and professional judgement.
Stainsby Hill Farm consists of a farmhouse and ancillary buildings, including
courtyard complex containing a granary. Buildings appear to be of 18th to 19th
century date. None is listed and it is not clear at present whether the structures
would merit designation. Their heritage significance is likely to be primarily
evidential and historical, as physical documents and illustrators of past rural
housing and farming practices. There may also be aesthetic aspects to
significance, as buildings of this period are often visually pleasing due to a
combination of factors, but this will be a lesser aspect within the heritage
significance. The relationship of the farm to its associated fieldscapes has been
lost to an extent by the construction of the dual carriageway to the immediate
west of the farmstead and, as such, its setting may not factor strongly within its
significance due to erosion of its historic landscape context.

Extant historic character

Some time depth is visible within this parcel. The fieldscapes and associated
farmstead appear to date back to the 18th century and probably relate to ad-hoc
enclosure land from common arable. The system established by this has seen
significant modification over the course of the 20th and 21st centuries, due to
changes in agricultural practices (boundary removal) and the effects of
urbanisation and associated transport improvements (e.g. dual carriageways and
modern hotel), and, though many mature hedges, remain many internal
boundaries have been removed. The roads which border the west and south of
the parcel are modern and run counter to the historic grain of the landscape.

Wider context

The parcel is part of a continuum of modernised, but historic, fieldscapes which
characterise the peri-urban landscape between the built-up area of
Middlesbrough and the A19.

Setting

As discussed above, this parcel has a historic farmstead set within it and forms
the setting of associated assets. As discussed above, due to change to
surrounding fieldscapes and dual carriageway construction, setting may not
factor strongly factors in the heritage significance of these assets.
The parcel is generally well separated (e.g. by the A19) from other designated
heritage assets. It lies immediately north of Stainsby Hall Farm, an undesignated
18th century farmstead with some historic buildings, and is likely to have formed
part of its associated farmed land. As such, the parcel forms part of the setting of
Stainsby Hall Farm on both visual and functional grounds.

Condition, extent and resilience

As no specific examination of the historic structures which constitute the heritage
assets within this parcel was undertaken as part of this assessment, the condition
of these structures is unclear.
The majority of the parcel comprises fieldscapes of 18th century origin. These
have seen some degree of modification, affecting legibility of this as a planned
fieldscape.
The existing land use appears to be sustaining the heritage assets and historic
character of the parcel. The parcel has been allocated for housing which is likely
to entirely remove historic character associated with fieldscapes and will leave
the setting of both Stainsby Hill Farm and Stainsby Hall Farm entirely changed.
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

There are no public footpaths running though this parcel and there is limited
access into it, however along the eastern boundary there is evidence of informal
paths and desire lines crossing the beck and running though fields. A public
footpath runs along the south-western boundary connecting Stainton with
Stainsby Grange Farm passing over both the A174 and A19. A footpath runs
along the northern boundary of the parcel following the Blue Bell Beck.
The parcel is largely inaccessible to the general public; it is an area of agricultural
land with little recreational value. There are no public roads running though the
parcel, though views of traffic along typically busy and fast roads that border add
a sense of movement. A SNCI is located along the north part of the Bluebell Beck
and there are woodlands, grassland and a small wetland.

The public footpath that runs along the south-eastern boundary is an important
Network
walking link between Stainsby and Thornaby-on-Tees, providing the only non(wider local or regional relationships)
vehicular link over the A174 and A19.

Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel is inaccessible to and cut off from the adjacent settlement edge by a
wooded beck. There is evidence of the parcel been used for informally with desire
lines running though the fields. Housing faces out to the fields in places so there
is some functional relationship to the settlement edge.
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Parcel ID:

H6

Date:

24/08/2016

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)
Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent
(size, scale)
Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

This parcel contains flat and gently undulating land that forms part of the southern
fringe of the Tees Valley. Landcover comprises predominantly large and moderately
sized arable fields delineated by hedgerows which are dense in places. The fields are
not currently under cultivation.
The parcel is predominantly fields of arable land not currently under cultivation and
covered in grass. Fields are contained by relatively dense hedgerows have been left
without regular maintenance.
The majority of the parcel is an area of large and moderate sized open fields with a
large scale. Though the scale is reduced where hedgerows and trees have been left to
grow, forming more intimate areas.
This is a typical area of farmland found close to the urban fringe of Middlesbrough,
although its overgrown nature is unusual. It has a simple land use pattern and a
similar landform to the surrounding areas of open farmland - there are few distinctive
features.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The B1365 and Stainton Way define the eastern and northern boundary of the parcel
and are typically busy with traffic. The roads are largely screened from the parcel by
roadside hedgerows and trees though the noise of vehicles is apparent in areas. Away
from the roads the parcel is quieter but the experience is of being on the urban edge
with housing and street infrastructure visible. The area is an open farmed landscape
with few distinctive features and lacks a strong sense of place.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

There are no landscape or natural heritage designations within the parcel.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

The parcel is located in the far south of Middlesbrough adjoining the settlement edge
of Coulby Newham and Hemlington. The parcel connects to a broad area of open
countryside located between the urban edge of Middlesbrough and the higher ground
of the North York Moors to the south.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)
Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are few views into the parcel from the surrounding roads due the abundance of
tall dense roadside hedgerows. Views from within the parcel are generally short,
screened and filtered by hedgerows. There are no obvious focal points within the
parcel.
From the slightly elevated land within the south of the parcel some long outward views
over the Tees Valley to the north are available. The slope of the land contains
outwards views to the south.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Relatively tall and dense hedgerows that bound the parcel screen and filter views of
the adjoining settlment edge. Hedgerows that contain fields and pockets of semimature trees located within the parcel provide an effective screen.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Strong boundaries to the north and east are formed by roads. To the south the
boundary is weaker and more permeable, formed of field boundary hedgerows and
access tracks.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and significance

This parcel contains one recorded heritage asset, the site of a farmstead of 19 th
century date. There are no standing buildings at the site but it is possible that
associated buried archaeological heritage assets may be present.
The parcel also contains the site of Hemlington Hospital, an infectious diseases hospital
that was established in the early 20th century and demolished by the 1990s. The site
has scrubbed over since demolition and it is not clear whether there are any surviving
buried archaeological remains that may be considered as heritage assets.
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Extant historic character

Some time depth is visible within this parcel. The fieldscapes appear to date back to
the 18th century and probably relate to enclosure of this land from common arable. The
system established at this time has seen modification over the course of the 20 th and
21st centuries, due to changes in agricultural practices and the effects of urbanisation
(e.g. upgrading of historic road to the to the north of the parcel to a dual carriageway),
but the boundary form and the associated mature hedges remain appreciable.

Wider context

The parcel is part of a continuum of modernised, but historic, planned fieldscapes
which characterise the peri-urban landscape between the built-up area of
Middlesbrough and the A19.

Setting

The parcel does not lie in close proximity to extant recorded heritage assets (the
majority lie over 500 m away) and occupies an area of relatively gentle landform. It
appears generally well screened from surrounding areas by mature vegetation along its
internal and external boundaries. As such, the parcel is unlikely to form part of the
setting of any other assets but this would need to be confirmed as part of formal
setting assessment should any development in the parcel environs be taken proposed.

Condition, extent and resilience The majority of the parcel comprises fieldscapes of 18th century origin. Although they
have seen some modification, there is still relatively good legibility of this as a historic
fieldscape.
The parcel has been allocated for mixed-use development which is likely to entirely
remove historic character associated with fieldscapes.
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)
Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)
Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)
Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel is not crossed by any public footpaths and is inaccessible to the general
public.
The parcel comprises predominantly previously intensely farmed arable land with little
to no recreational value. The pace of movement through the parcel is generally slow
with no roads of access tracks passing through. There is some biodiversity value on
the grassland and mature hedges.
The parcel provides little to no local or regional links between the settlement and the
countryside to the south. There are tree belts in the east of the area that form part of
a habitat network. There are footpaths leading north into the housing areas, and
along the south-west edge of the parcel with links into the wider countryside.
The parcel has little to no functional relationship with the adjacent settlement, due to
the barrier of roads to the north.
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Parcel ID:

H8

Date:

24/08/2016

LANDSCAPE

Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)

This parcel contains gently undulating land that slopes gradually north forming part of
the southern fringe of the Tees Valley. Landcover comprises predominantly large
arable fields and delineated by generally weak hedgerows. A small block of woodland is
located within the centre of the parcel, a small part of the parcel extends into a
modern housing estate containing mowed grassland.

Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)

The parcel is predominantly intensively farmed arable land contained by remnant
hedgerows that are generally in poor condition and with little evidence of ongoing
maintenance. Many of the field boundary hedgerows have been removed entirely
which detects from the quality of the rural landscape.

Extent
(size, scale)

The majority of parcel is an area of large open arable fields with a large scale. The
area of the parcel within the modern housing estate is contained by housing and has a
smaller scale.

Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)

This is a typical area of farmland found close to the urban fringe of Middlesbrough. It
has simple land use pattern a similar and landform as the surrounding areas of open
farmland, there are little or no distinctive features.

Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)

The B1365 defines the southern boundary of the parcel and is typically busy with
traffic. The road is largely screened from the parcel by roadside hedgerows and trees
though the noise of vehicles is apparent in areas in the south. Away from the roads the
parcel is quieter but the experience is of being on the urban edge with housing and
street infrastructure widely visible. The area is open farmed landscape with few
distinctive features and lacks a strong sense of place.

Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)

There are no landscape or natural heritage designations within the parcel.

Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

The parcel is located in the far south of Middlesbrough adjoining the settlement edge
of Coulby Newham. The parcel forms a part of a broad area of open countryside
located between the urban edge of Middlesbrough and the higher ground of the North
York Moors to the south. The landscape of the parcel is similar and has strong
connections to adjoining areas within Hambleton District to the south.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

There are glimpsed sequential views into the parcel from the B1365, these look over
gently undulating arable land towards the settlement edge with the structures of heavy
industry within the Tees Valley seen beyond. There are no obvious focal points within
the parcel.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

The gently undulating farmland and elevation allows for long outward views over the
Tees Valley to the north. The slope of the land contains outwards views to the south.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

The small block of trees within the parcel and trees that line the Marton Beck to the
north-east screens some northward views, although open views in this direction are
available within parts of the parcel. The slope of the land and a shelter belt of mature
trees along the southern boundary present a screen to the majority of views to the
south.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)

Boundaries to the north-west are formed by the settlement edge and are poorly
defined in places. Generally strong boundaries to north, east and south formed by
mature trees, becks and the B1365. Although some stretches of boundaries are
weaker, formed by remnant hedgerows.

Indicators of value
(importance of views)

There are no marked viewpoints or signboards for views within the parcel.
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and
significance

Recorded heritage assets in this parcel comprise a complex of 19th century farm
buildings related to Newham Hall, an 19th-century farm complex (Lingfield Farm) and
the site of a 19th century farmstead.
The farm buildings consist of a courtyard complex probable 19th century date and lie to
the immediate north of the formal parkland associated with Newham Hall. Though it
lies in a different parcel to Newham Hall, it appears to constitute the home farm range
associated with the hall. As such it will have heritage significance in its own right and
as an element of the Newham Hall designed landscape. It will also form part of the
setting of Newham Hall. The heritage significance of the farm complex is likely to be
primarily evidential and historical, as physical documents and illustrators of past rural
farming practices. It may also have aesthetic aspects to its significance since it is likely
to have been designed to complement the hall and be attractive as well as functional.
The relationship of the farm to its associated fieldscapes has been altered to some
extent, through boundary loss associated with creation of larger field sizes, but
remains largely legible and may factor within its significance.
Lingfield Farm consists of a complex of farm buildings of probable 19th century date
and lies within a small area of fields surrounded by housing development at Mount
Pleasant. The heritage significance of the farm complex is likely to be primarily
evidential and historical, as physical documents and illustrators of past rural farming
practices. It may also have aesthetic aspects to its significance since buildings of this
date were often designed to have a harmonious appearance. The relationship of the
farm to its associated fieldscapes has been largely altered by housing development but
may factor to some extent within its significance.
The site of a 19th century farmstead (Mount Pleasant Farm) lies at the extreme north
of parcel. Buildings on site appear to have been cleared in the 1990s and, whilst there
are no standing buildings at the site it is possible that associated buried archaeological
heritage assets may be present. If present these would be of primarily evidential and
historical significance.

Extant historic character

Some time depth is visible within this parcel. The fieldscapes appear to date back to
the 18th century and probably relate to enclosure of this land from common arable. The
system established by this has seen modification over the course of the 20th and 21st
centuries, due to changes in agricultural practices and the effects of urbanisation but
the boundary form and the associated mature hedges remain appreciable.

Wider context

The parcel is part of a continuum of modernised, but historic, planned fieldscapes
which characterise the peri-urban landscape between the built-up area of
Middlesbrough and the A19. It also has some relationship to the designed landscape of
Newham Hall since this land will have supported it economically.

Setting

The parcel forms the setting of the undesignated home farm complex of Newham Hall
and this may factor into significance of this heritage asset.
The parcel forms the setting of the undesignated Lingfield Farm, but as discussed
above this is unlikely to factor heavily in its significance.
The parcel lies to the immediate northeast of Newham Hall and may be regarded as
lying within its setting. It is not clear the extent to which this part of the setting of
Newham Hall may contribute to any of its significance.

Condition, extent and resilience
As no specific examination of the historic structures at farm complex, the condition of
these heritage assets is unclear.
The majority of the parcel comprises fieldscapes of 18th century origin. Although they
have seen some modification, there is still relatively good legibility of this as a historic
fieldscape.
The parcel has been allocated for housing development which is likely to entirely
remove historic character associated with fieldscapes, and may affect the setting of the
undesignated home farm complex.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

The parcel is crossed by local public footpath running north-south and connecting the
settlement edge to the north with the area of open countryside to the south, via
Newham Hall. The Marton Beck Trail long-distance footpath runs along the north-west
boundary of the parcel connecting the southern edge of Middlesbrough with the town
centre to the north. The B1365 runs along the southern boundary of the parcel and is
a popular route for cyclists accessing the North York Moors. This road has no
pavements and very little roadside verge and is unaccommodating to foot traffic.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The parcel comprises predominantly intensely farmed arable land with little
recreational value, apart from a small number of public footpaths. The pace of
movement through the parcel is generally slow with no roads of access tracks passing
through. Biodiversity value is provided by woodland clumps and remnant hedges, and
by woodland at the periphery of the parcel that links to the surrounding area.

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

The parcel provides and important link between the settlement area of Coulby Newham
and the broad area of open countryside to the south. It lies on the important Marton
West Beck corridor that provides key links for wildlife and people.

Functional relationship to
settlement

The parcel has a direct functional relationship between the settlement edge to the
north, and the interface has an unfinished character arising from broad roads and
incomplete roundabouts.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Parcel ID:

H9A

Date:

23/07/2016

LANDSCAPE
Elements and features
(land cover and physical
influences)
Condition
(quality, management,
vulnerability)
Extent
(size, scale)
Complexity
(patterns, style,
representativeness, rarity)
Perception
(experience, sense of place,
movement)
Indicators of value
(character and biodiversity)
Context
(setting, interrelationships,
openness, enclosure)

Gently undulating arable land. Large fields with dense hedges and trees around the
edges. A single house to the south-east flanked by non-native conifer hedge.
Intensively managed farmland, with few gates in the gateways. Smaller unused
paddocks are overgrown in places. There are some mature dense hedges that make a
positive contribution in the north of the area.
Extensive and open arable area, medium-large in scale. Some smaller scale paddocks
enclosed by trees.
Simple, rectilinear patterns, not an unusual landscape, typical of urban fringe farmland
near the settlement edge.
The noise of busy roads particularly to the south by the A1043 and associated
roundabout. Railway line passes the other side of the parcel. Limited sense of place
across much of this landscape.
None noted
The parcel lies at the south edge of the residential built up area, adjacent to playing
fields to the north. It is enclosed by hedges, with tree lines to the north, and roadside
planting along the A1043.

VISUAL AMENITY
Inward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

No visual foci within the parcel. Views within the site are limited by landform. Hedges
and roadside planting screen views from outside the parcel. Some views from playing
fields to the north.

Outward views
(skylines, landmarks, focal
points,
static or sequential)

Looking north-east there are views to the Eston Hills, with pylons on the skyline.
Lamp-posts are a visible feature at the roundabout to the south. Filtered views north
to the houses along the settlement edge.

Screens and buffers
(barriers, filters)

Hedges and trees both within and around the site filter views and separate the space
within the parcel.

Boundaries
(limits, edges, connections)
Indicators of value
(importance of views)

Clear boundaries formed by hedges and trees.
None noted

HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT
Assets present, their likely
heritage values and
significance
Extant historic character

Wider context

None recorded.

The boundaries of the parcel are defined by recent housing development and
infrastructure. Prior to the development of adjacent areas, the parcel formed part of a
continuum of historic fieldscapes. The majority of boundaries within the parcel appear
to be derived from these preceding fieldscapes and several are hedged and well
vegetated, including mature trees. This confers appreciable time-depth to the parcel.
The parcel forms part of a peri-urban landscape at the edge of Middlesbrough which
contains similar fieldscapes of historic origin.

Middlesbrough Landscape and Heritage Appraisal: Field Survey
Setting

Recorded heritage assets lying in proximity to the parcel include a group of three listed
buildings to the south of the A1043, including the Church of St Mary (see Parcel 29),
and the sites of two historic farmsteads.
In the case of the listed buildings, the parcel may form part of their setting. The extent
to which this may or may not contribute to the significance of the designated heritage
asset is unclear a formal setting assessment has not been undertaken.
The parcel may also form part of the setting of the two historic farmstead sites. Again,
the extent to which this may or may not contribute to the significance of these
heritage assets is unclear a formal setting assessment has not been undertaken.

Condition, extent and
resilience

Existing land-use appears to be respecting and sustaining the existence of the historic
boundary features which exist within the parcel.
The parcel has been allocated for housing and this will remove the existing historic
character of the parcel and may result in partial or total loss of the historic boundary
features which exist at present.
The potential for effects to the significance of heritage assets in proximity to the
parcel, including those which are designated, as a result of setting change that would
be occasioned by development of the parcel for housing should be subject to further
assessment. This will enable the potential for harm to heritage assets to be understood
so that it may be avoided through sensitive design measures or evidence presented
that will demonstrate that harm such is necessary due to public benefits of any
proposals for housing.

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
Access and connectivity
(routes, corridors, links)

A public footpath crosses the parcel, linking housing on Guisborough Road with St
Mary‟s Church to the south.

Use and value
(recreation, other activities,
intensity, pace of movement)

The hedges and trees on site have considerable biodiversity value, and link to green
networks along the railway and A1043. The footpath sees some local use, but a
crossing of the A1043 is a barrier.

Network
(wider local or regional
relationships)

Beyond St Mary‟s Church, there are further footpath links into the countryside.
Potential links to Grey Towers are also inhibited by busy A1043 roundabout.

Functional relationship to
settlement

Adjacent to residential areas and playing fields to the north. Church and Nunthorpe
village detached to the south.
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